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U.S. President Jimmy Carter; and Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe González Márquez. 

‘‘The People First!’’ (La gente primero) was 
a mantra that Dr. Peña Gómez personified. He 
never relented in furthering himself and others 
from the Dominican Republic. His passion for 
public service in government was a result of 
his political activism with the Dominican Revo-
lutionary Party and lived experience as an 
Afro-Latino. As an activist, he loudly voiced his 
opposition to military intervention in the Do-
minican Republic; was a fierce proponent of 
free speech; and denounced unfair elections 
practices that undermined democracy. Dr. 
Peña Gómez worked feverishly to advocate 
for dual-citizenship for Dominican nationals liv-
ing abroad. He was a global advocate for the 
indigent and his fervent condemnation of civil 
and human rights violations in the Dominican 
Republic never waned. 

From his lifetime of service, Dr. Peña 
Gómez will, without question, be recorded in 
history as a civil rights icon and advocate for 
the poor in the Dominican Republic. He was 
never afraid to speak out against racism and 
invective directed towards him. He rose above 
the racism and hatred and in his own words 
said, ‘‘I am a human being who has experi-
enced many vicissitudes . . . I was born in an 
era of conflicts. I have two sets of parents and 
two families. One is by blood, and the other is 
the result of cohabitation. But both are dear to 
me.’’ It is my pleasure and great honor to cel-
ebrate the life and legacy of Dr. José Fran-
cisco Peña Gómez with his family and those 
who fondly remember his model and standard. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRUCE RASMUSSEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Bruce 
Rasmussen of Council Bluffs, Iowa for receiv-
ing the 2018 Mercy Heritage Award for Busi-
ness, sponsored by CHI Mercy Hospital in 
Council Bluffs. The Heritage Award was cre-
ated to show special recognition to volunteers 
who have enriched our community and helped 
established a legacy for the future. 

Bruce is a graduate of Thomas Jefferson 
High School in Council Bluffs and Iowa State 
University with an engineering operations de-
gree. After college, Bruce returned to Council 
Bluffs to help his father establish the family 
heating and air conditioning business. Today, 
Rasmussen Mechanical Services has oper-
ations in seven midwestern states with over 
200 team members. Bruce’s business experi-
ence goes beyond the family-owned heating 
and air conditioning business. He has owned 
a boat hoist manufacturing business, a fitness 
and wellness center, and helped develop a re-
tail outlet center called Power Plaza. He re-
cently purchased the old Bingo King building 
in Council Bluffs and is in the process of ren-
ovating the structure to be used as the cor-
porate headquarters for Rasmussen Mechan-
ical Services. Bruce has taken an active role 
in his community, serving in leadership roles 
with the Council Bluffs Chamber of Com-
merce, YMCA, Optimist Club, Lutheran Family 
Services, and Pottawattamie County Founda-
tion. He is a youth basketball and baseball 

coach and is an active member at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Council Bluffs. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Bruce Rasmussen on his selection for the CHI 
Mercy Hospital Award for Business. I am 
proud to represent him in the United States 
Congress. I ask that my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Bruce and wishing him nothing but con-
tinued success in all his future endeavors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF ESKATON 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Eskaton, the largest nonprofit 
community organization serving senior citizens 
in the greater Sacrament area. As team mem-
bers, clients, and families celebrate Eskaton’s 
50th anniversary, I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in honoring Eskaton and its team 
members for their tireless commitment to en-
suring that the needs of our Seniors are met. 

For the past five decades, Eskaton has 
been defined by the compassion their staff 
shows towards their community members and 
the partnerships they have developed. 
Eskaton has been part of the growth of our re-
gion, enhancing the lives of our Seniors by 
providing innovative health, housing, and so-
cial services to nearly 14,000 people that live 
in their communities. Eskaton not only serves 
those living in their facilities, they also provide 
compassionate support options to those who 
choose to remain in their own homes. The 
Center offers important programs that assist 
Seniors in their daily lives, such as Telephone 
Reassurance, the Adult Day Health Center, 
and Eskaton Kids Connection. 

Eskaton serves the greater Sacramento 
community and our residents proudly. I extend 
my appreciation for the efforts of this out-
standing organization and the individuals who 
work tirelessly to provide valuable health initia-
tives and benefits to the region’s Seniors. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand to pay tribute to 
Eskaton and its staff for fifty years of serving 
Seniors in the greater Sacramento region. I 
ask all my colleagues to join me in honoring 
their exemplary work on behalf of Seniors, as 
well as their ongoing dedication to their mis-
sion of serving the community. 
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SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR 
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, I came 
to the Floor and spoke about the March For 
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraor-
dinarily poised students in Morristown, New 
Jersey, who spoke at the rally there, which I 
attended. I include in the RECORD remarks by 
Raniya Madhi. I hope my colleagues will read 
them and internalize the sense of fear in 
which our nation’s students are living every 
day—and our responsibility as Members of 

Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence. 

MARCH FOR OUR LIVES 
(By Raniya Madhi) 

Hi everyone, my name is Raniya Mahdi, 
and I’m a junior at Ridge High School in 
Basking Ridge, New Jersey, and I’m partici-
pating in this march to honor the lives lost 
at Stoneman Douglas High School in Park-
land, Florida, where we lost seventeen of our 
school companions and teachers to yet an-
other mass shooting in this country. 

Today is March 24. Millions of people are 
marching for their lives across the country 
to demand change so that no student, teach-
er, or parent has to fear for their or their 
loved ones life while they are receiving an 
education at school. When I heard about this 
shooting, I had mixed emotions. I was 
shocked, shocked, that we had to lose seven-
teen more innocent kids to another senseless 
killing, and yet some of us haven’t even ad-
dressed this issue that is killing our kids day 
after day. I was upset, upset to think about 
how their families must be feeling, that they 
will never get to kiss their kids goodbye ever 
again. They will never ever be able to see 
their loved ones, maybe in another world, 
but not this one. This world, this country, 
has made it impossible for us to be able to 
feel safe in our own schools. We should never 
have to think about the possibility of being 
shot by someone who can easily break 
through our defenseless walls and enter our 
school like an ordinary person, until they 
whip out their AR–15 and start firing at stu-
dents and staff without a care in the world. 
The ones who we lost should not have been 
taken away. Why did they need to suffer be-
cause of the inaction and stagnance of our 
congressmen? I thought to myself: These in-
nocent kids came to school, on Valentine’s 
Day, like any normal school day, yet they 
did not live to see their families and friends 
the next day. This is horrifying to me, that 
countless school shootings like this have 
happened over the years, but no change. 

Picture this: A nineteen-year-old walks 
into a liquor store and lawfully be denied 
any sort of alcohol. Now picture how is it 
that a nineteen-year-old cannot legally buy 
a beer but can legally buy an AR–15 assault 
rifle at this age? And how can our country 
allow a person to take the lives of fourteen 
fellow students and three teachers? We have 
to unite as one and urge our congressmen to 
take action. This is why we are participating 
in this peaceful protest, to pressure our con-
gressmen, senators, representatives and the 
President to make changes to the existing 
laws. Ban bump stocks! Ban assault rifles! 
Increase background checks! We deserve to 
feel safe in our schools! We may just be stu-
dents, but this kind of revolution has never 
happened before, where us kids are taking 
the reins. Look around you. Look at how 
many empowered students there are stand-
ing up here and around you. This is what de-
termination and unity looks like. With these 
two things, we can be the generation that 
ends gun violence. 

Most of us here are just teenagers. We 
should be worrying about doing well on our 
AP tests and finals in the end of the year, 
not about being shot by someone who can 
enter our schools. There have been eighteen 
school shootings this year alone, and we are 
only in March. This country’s problem is 
that we do not learn from our mistakes. In 
Australia, there was a mass shooting in 1996, 
when a gunman killed thirty-five people in 
Port Arthur. Only weeks after the tragedy, 
Australia banned all rapid-fire guns and of-
fered to buy the remaining weapons that 
some individuals possessed. Since that day, 
there has not been a single mass shooting. 
Not one in the past twenty-two years. 
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