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Over time, Hope’s population dropped, and 

the area was overtaken by the glistening lakes 
and streams, rolling hills, and peaceful valleys 
surrounding it. This natural sanctuary ap-
pealed to outdoorsmen, fishermen, hunters, 
hikers, and those seeking a tranquil, friendly 
place to live, much as it did in the 1700’s. 
Today, the town stands as a proud and cordial 
community of good neighbors. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to congratulate the Town of Hope on its 200th 
anniversary. I wish all its residents the best as 
they celebrate this important milestone. 
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GEOPOLITICS OF U.S. OIL AND 
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HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, America’s 
oil and gas industry is a force multiplier for 
U.S. influence around the world. For decades, 
many of the planet’s great energy producers 
have been tyrannical regimes who leveraged 
their oil wealth to oppress their own people 
and pursue evil foreign policies. However, 
thanks to American ingenuity, the United 
States has unleashed its own energy poten-
tial—now becoming a major player in the glob-
al market. 

In large part, America’s revival as an energy 
superpower is a result of the shale revolution. 
Through the process of hydraulic fracturing, or 
‘‘fracking,’’ we are now able to reach oil and 
gas deep within the earth, where they were 
previously unreachable. With this new tech-
nology the U.S. has gone from the world’s 
largest oil importer, to one of the world’s larg-
est energy exporters. Just a decade ago, the 
U.S. was importing 12.5 million barrels per 
day of crude oil and fuel. Today, it’s just 4 mil-
lion barrels per day. Between 2010 and 2017, 
U.S. oil production rose from 5.5 million bar-
rels per day to 10 million barrels per day-ap-
proaching a record last set in 1970. This has 
allowed for a dramatic reduction of our de-
pendence on foreign oil which ultimately 
strengthens our national security. 

In the nearly three years since Congress 
ended the restrictions on exporting crude oil, 
the U.S. has beat market expectations and 
surged its exports to a record 2.6 million bar-
rels per day. By 2022 we will export more oil 
then we import. But the good news isn’t lim-
ited to just our oil production. U.S. natural gas 
production has been setting new records al-
most every year since the year 2000. 

Again, thanks to innovations in liquified nat-
ural gas—commonly known as LNG—we can 
ship this growing resource anywhere in the 
world. In the last year, we have become a net 
exporter of natural gas for the first time in 60 
years. In the coming years it will only improve 
as the market of natural gas consumers grows 
and more exporting facilities come online. 

America’s comeback as an energy super-
power has wide-ranging geopolitical implica-
tions. First, it is an obvious benefit for Ameri-
cans and the U.S. economy, reducing our 
trade balance and creating new well-paying 
jobs. In turn, this generates more revenue 
making us an even stronger nation. Second, it 
means a lot less money is going to repressive 
regimes around the world who we were pre-

viously dependent on for oil. And since energy 
is more abundant, the price of oil is decreas-
ing. Overall the result is less money for Putin’s 
Russia, the Ayatollah’s Iran, and Madura’s 
Venezuela. With the low price of oil, inter-
national sanctions, and their own economic 
mismanagement, these regimes who could 
rely on their oil wealth to fund their evil activi-
ties are instead seeing their economies tank. 
Now their people are in the streets demanding 
accountability. 

Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states have long 
been important U.S. strategic partners be-
cause we needed their oil and their leverage 
in stabilizing global oil prices. But now we can 
redefine our relationship, making it less about 
maintaining oil access and more about other 
strategic US interests. With growing energy 
independence, we can pick our allies rather 
than have them picked for us by the necessity 
of access to oil. This does not mean we 
should become isolationists or abandon our 
traditional partners. Instead we should do the 
opposite. With our oil and gas advantage we 
are more empowered to argue that our allies 
must be more responsible, including improving 
their human rights records. 

Our increased oil and gas competitiveness 
allows our friends abroad to be more secure 
and less dependent on bad actors. For far too 
long, our European allies have been vulner-
able to energy blackmail from Russia—particu-
larly through the supply of Russian natural 
gas. But with American LNG alternatives, Eu-
ropean states can stand up to Putin’s bad be-
havior without suffering retaliation through 
their gas supply. 

Lastly, U.S. oil and gas exports reinforces 
the importance of free trade. This includes 
NAFTA. About 60 percent of U.S. gas exports 
now go to Mexico, providing a major boost to 
our trade balance. Canada has become a 
major importer of American refined fuels. To-
gether, the U.S., Mexico, and Canada rep-
resent 20 percent of global oil and gas supply. 
Our integrated energy network makes North 
America a rock of stability and prosperity in 
the world. 

Overall, the increased competitiveness of 
U.S. oil and gas production is good for Amer-
ica and good for the world. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize two high school students who were 
chosen by the National Academy of Future 
Physicians and Medical Scientists to represent 
the State of Colorado as Delegates at the 
Congress of Future Medical Leaders. These 
students are Shayla Cooper and Arianna San-
chez. 

The Congress is an honors-only program for 
top students in our country who aspire to be 
physicians or medical scientists. These stu-
dents are nominated by their teachers or the 
Academy based on their leadership ability, 
academic achievement, and dedication. This 
program is designed to inspire young people 
to go into medical research fields or be physi-

cians, and provides a path, plan, and men-
toring resources to help them reach their goal. 
During the Congress, the students will have 
the chance to learn from leaders in the med-
ical field as well as government officials, top 
medical school deans, leaders from the private 
sector, and even Nobel laureates. 

These students’ acceptance to this pres-
tigious program is an incredible feat, and it is 
my honor to rise today and recognize the out-
standing accomplishment of this future leader. 
Our nation greatly benefits from the achieve-
ments of physicians and medical scientists, 
and it is important that we continue to inspire 
younger generations to pursue careers in the 
medical field. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 4th Congres-
sional District of Colorado, I extend my con-
gratulations to these students and wish them 
the best in their future endeavors. 
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF EL AMISTAD 
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OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
El Amistad, a non-profit civic organization 
dedicated to inspiring the leaders of tomorrow. 
Through a half century of remarkable work, El 
Amistad has helped make Central Texas a 
great place to live and work. 

Founded in my home town of Round Rock, 
TX, El Amistad is dedicated to education, 
community service, recognition of veterans, 
and promotion of Hispanic cultural awareness. 
By utilizing the talents and skills of its diverse 
membership, it has supported various youth 
development activities throughout Central 
Texas. Since its inception, El Amistad has 
awarded millions in scholarships to thousands 
of high school graduates seeking to take the 
next steps in their educational development. 

Honoring our brave warriors remains a driv-
ing force among El Amistad members. The or-
ganization led the charge to dedicate Veterans 
Memorial Park in Round Rock, TX to Robert 
P. Hernandez, who died in the line of duty 
while serving in Vietnam. It’s the devotion of 
committed activists like El Amistad members 
that help remind all of the invaluable and last-
ing contributions veterans make to keep our 
nation safe and free. 

Fifty years after its creation, El Amistad has 
touched countless lives for the better, and 
continues to make positive impacts on those 
it’s dedicated to serve. I celebrate its half cen-
tury of dedicated civic involvement and join all 
Central Texas in wishing this great organiza-
tion nothing but the best in the decades to 
come. 
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TRIBUTE TO JIM KLINSTIVER 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Jim Klinstiver, a great Hoosier and 
friend who passed away on May 20th. Jim 
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