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during the Christmas season. Their 
crowning annual event is a gumbo 
fundraiser, where they raise thousands 
of dollars for their service projects. In 
this year alone, they have raised over 
$8,000 that will be used to buy new 
playground equipment, send children 
to camp, and sponsor softball teams. I 
am always very proud to see people and 
organizations like these in the Monroe 
area, and in my entire district in Lou-
isiana. 

Over the past 100 years, the Monroe 
Rotary Club has worked tirelessly to 
improve the city and the quality of life 
for those who live there. 
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They inspire me and others by the 

changes that they direct, that they 
make, and the positive impact that 
they bring to the Monroe area. 

Today, not only do I congratulate 
them on their 100th anniversary, but I 
stand in recognition and certainly 
thanks for their century of service to 
the city of Monroe and the State of 
Louisiana. 
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LOUIS ZAMPERINI POST OFFICE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. MAXINE WATERS) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the life and legacy of an Amer-
ican hero, Louis Zamperini. 

Louis Zamperini was an Olympic run-
ner who, while serving as an airman 
during World War II, was captured and 
held as a prisoner of war. Many remem-
ber Louis Zamperini as an inspira-
tional symbol of resilience, 
athleticism, and service. 

The city of Torrance and the resi-
dents of our community in the 43rd 
Congressional District of California are 
especially proud and inspired by Louis 
Zamperini. 

Louis Zamperini was the son of 
Italian immigrants. He moved to Tor-
rance, California, at the age of 3 and 
was a graduate of Torrance High 
School. It was during his tenure at 
Torrance High School that Zamperini’s 
abilities in track and cross country 
first gained notoriety. 

Nicknamed the ‘‘Torrance Tornado,’’ 
Louis Zamperini set the national high 
school record in the mile at the Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum in 1934. His 
record time of 4 minutes 21.2 seconds 
was unbroken for 20 years. 

As a teenager, Zamperini qualified 
and competed in the 1936 Olympic 
Games in Berlin, Germany, where he 
finished eighth in the 5,000-meter run. 
After the Olympics, Zamperini earned 
a scholarship to the University of 
Southern California, where he became 
one of the university’s most celebrated 
student athletes. 

Louis Zamperini enlisted in the 
United States Army Air Corps and 
served in World War II as a B–24 Lib-
erator bombardier in the 372nd Bomb 
Squadron. 

During a rescue mission on May 27, 
1943, Zamperini’s plane crashed into 
the sea. Zamperini spent 47 days adrift 
in a life raft fending off starvation and 
fighting to survive. The United States 
military believed he had perished in 
the crash and informed his parents of 
his death in June 1943. 

In actuality, Zamperini was captured 
by a Japanese patrol boat and held as 
a prisoner of war. Over the next 2 
years, he was regularly beaten and 
starved. Louis Zamperini was finally 
liberated following the Japanese sur-
render in September of 1945. 

Zamperini became an evangelical 
Christian and gave inspirational 
speeches across the country. He also 
founded the Victory Boys Camp, a wil-
derness camp, to assist at-risk youth. 

Louis Zamperini passed away on July 
2, 2014, in Los Angeles at the age of 97 
years old. Zamperini was married for 54 
years to his wife, Cynthia, who pre-
ceded him in death. He was survived by 
his son, Luke, his daughter, Cynthia 
Garris, and his grandson, Clay. 

People across the country are famil-
iar with Louis Zamperini’s story, 
which was told in the 2010 book, ‘‘Un-
broken: A World War II Story of Sur-
vival, Resilience, and Redemption,’’ by 
Laura Hillenbrand, which rose to num-
ber one on The New York Times Best 
Seller list. In 2014, director Angelina 
Jolie released a movie about Zamperini 
adapted from Hillenbrand’s book. 

Because of his remarkable athletic 
abilities and heroic service to our 
country, Louis Zamperini will forever 
be remembered as a hero and favorite 
son of Torrance. That is why I am so 
very proud to announce that today, in 
collaboration with California’s senior 
United States Senator, DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN, I have just introduced a resolu-
tion to rename the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 
1433 Marcelina Avenue in Torrance, 
California, as the Louis Zamperini Post 
Office Building. My legislation has the 
bipartisan support of the entire Cali-
fornia delegation in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Over the Memorial Day holiday 
weekend, as we honor the memory of 
the brave military servicemembers 
who have given their lives for our 
country, let us all reflect on the legacy 
of Louis Zamperini and countless other 
American heroes who have sacrificed to 
protect our ideals, our democracy, and 
our country. 
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CONGRESSIONAL FOSTER YOUTH 
SHADOW DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Foster Youth Shad-
ow Day. 

Today, I have Wini visiting us from 
Omaha, Nebraska. She is a junior at 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha, 
studying criminal justice, with a minor 
in communications. Wini is in Wash-

ington, D.C., along with more than 100 
young adults participating in the sev-
enth annual Congressional Foster 
Youth Shadow Day. 

Currently, there are more than 
400,000 youth in the foster care system, 
and we need to make sure the system is 
working well for all of our children. I 
look forward to learning from Wini so 
I can better advocate for these children 
in Congress as the newest co-chair of 
the Congressional Caucus on Foster 
Youth. As a foster parent myself, I 
know how important it is for every 
child to have a safe, supportive, and 
loving family. 

Wini is an inspiration for all of us, as 
she wants to attend law school and 
continue using her voice as an advo-
cate for young people. 

Thank you for being here today, 
Wini. I know you have a bright future 
ahead of you, because you have an in-
domitable spirit, you have heart, and 
you have character. 
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PROFESSOR SLOCUM AND THE 
SOCIAL SAFETY NET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask that 
my colleagues join me in honoring the 
life and legacy of Rutgers Law School 
Professor Alfred Slocum. 

Professor Slocum was a titan in the 
legal and civil rights communities. 
While still a student at Rutgers Law, 
he spoke out on behalf of minorities 
and people of color. He worked with 
professors and other students to help 
create the Rutgers Law Minority Stu-
dent Program, which is the most exten-
sive and renowned program to train 
minority lawyers in this country. 

During his career, Professor Slocum 
served many roles in the legal profes-
sion and in the public service sector. 
He was an executive director of the 
Council on Legal Education Oppor-
tunity. He served as public advocate of 
the State of New Jersey in 1986 and, 
later that year, was appointed public 
defender. 

For 5 years, Professor Slocum cham-
pioned the causes of the voiceless and 
the indigent. Then in 1990, he returned 
to law school, where he taught until re-
tiring from the faculty in 2001. 

I speak for myself, for the city of 
Newark, and for the State of New Jer-
sey when I say that Professor Slocum’s 
life was well lived. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in honor of this great man’s 
legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned, Pro-
fessor Alfred Slocum was a champion 
for the voiceless and for people in need. 
Mr. Speaker, the people who are in the 
greatest need in this country rely on 
our social safety net for food, for shel-
ter, for healthcare, and for many neces-
sities that help them scrape by. We 
cannot leave them to despair. 

These people are not just a statistic. 
They are not just an idea. They are 
human beings. They are Americans. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:26 May 24, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K23MY7.004 H23MYPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T15:22:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




