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responding to the schools saying finan-
cial aid is too complicated. Parents
and students say financial aid is too
complicated. We are listening to both
of those folks. The institutions have
said it, and the students and parents
have said it.

What else are we doing with the fi-
nancial aid? We are putting $14.5 bil-
lion back in the pockets of students.

How are we doing that? We are elimi-
nating the origination fee for loans.

This was a hidden fee that most stu-
dents didn’t know anything about.
They had to pay this up front out of
the loans that they were getting, and
very often it made a big difference to
the students in terms of having the
funds that they needed to be successful
in their programs.

So we eliminate that, Mr. Speaker,
and we think this is a very, very posi-
tive thing that we are doing.

In general, what we are doing with
the PROSPER Act is we are responding
to the American people. We are re-
sponding to employers who are saying
to us: Please, help us with smoothing
the way for students to go to colleges
and universities to be able to gain the
skills that they need to take these 6
million jobs that we have available out
here.

Universities are not doing it for us.
The colleges are not doing it for us.
The colleges and universities are grad-
uating approximately 1.4 million stu-
dents every year. Yet what is hap-
pening is we have got all of these jobs
unfilled out here, and we have got
graduates being graduated but they
don’t have the skills that the employ-
ers need. Study after study after study,
poll after poll after poll is telling us
that. We are hearing it from every-
body.

This is not a panacea. It is not going
to answer every single need that is out
there. We never said that it would. But
it is a true reform of postsecondary
education.

What we want to do is say to the
postsecondary institutions: We have
heard you. We have heard what you
have said. You have said reduce or
eliminate a lot of the rules and regula-
tions that we have. That is what is
driving up the cost of tuition.

Well, guess what, Mr. Speaker. We
have revised or eliminated 59 percent
of the 59 rules that were presented to
us by the colleges and universities. But
when they talk to our colleagues here,
we never hear them mention that to
them. But we are doing that. So we are
responding to them.

They said: Simplify financial aid.

We are doing that. So we are doing
what the schools asked us to do. We are
doing what employers asked us to do.
We are providing funds for short-term
programs that will result in certifi-
cates that will result in the ability for
students to gain the skills they need
and go to work after as short a period
of time as 10 weeks and 300 hours. This
is a huge change in the way financial
aid has been offered in the past.
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We have listened to parents and stu-
dents. We have simplified financial aid.
We are making it much easier for stu-
dents to apply for financial aid. We
make it simpler for them to under-
stand exactly the aid that they are
going to be getting, what their obliga-
tions are going to be, and we Kknow
that, ultimately, it is going to bring
down the cost of postsecondary edu-
cation because we remove incentives
for the colleges and universities to
keep raising tuition and fees because
we are saying to the colleges and uni-
versities: We want you to help these
students succeed. We want you to en-
courage these students to take out less
debt, and we are providing you the ve-
hicle for doing that.

So, Mr. Speaker, we are responding
to all the segments of the population
that have asked us to change the way
postsecondary education is delivered in
this country.

We are going to help fulfill these 6
million unfilled jobs and we are going
to bring down the cost of tuition and
fees and make financial aid less com-
plicated.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
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RECOGNIZING ASIAN AMERICAN
PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SoTo0) for
30 minutes.

HONORING ANDREW JENG

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Asian American Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I would like to recognize
Andrew Jeng.

Horng ‘‘Andrew’ Jeng has been ex-
tensively involved with different com-
munities and organizations. He is
owner of Uptech Computers, the Presi-
dent of Asian Pacific Islander Amer-
ican Public Affairs of Central Florida,
APAPA; president of the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce of Central Flor-
ida; principal of Kissimmee Chinese
School; and president of Kiwanis Club
of Kissimmee, Florida.

In the past, Andrew was involved
with the Boys & Girls Club; Seniors
First Inc.; the Asian American Herit-
age Council; Taiwanese Chamber of
Commerce; International Association
of Chiefs of Police; and American vet-
eran groups.

As the president of Chinese Chamber
of Commerce of Central Florida, he
supported the business community
with facilities and intimate knowledge
of the community as well as supporting
businesses through advocating for posi-
tive business legislation, hosting net-
work events and seminars, and inter-
national outreach.

Andrew received the award of Out-
standing Asian American from Orange
County, Orlando in 2016; and in 2009,
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the community service of Asian Amer-
ican Heritage Council in Orlando, he
earned a bachelor’s of law from Central
Police University in Taiwan, and a
master’s degree of computer informa-
tion from the New York Institute of
Technology.

For that, Mr. Andrew Jeng, we recog-
nize you.

HONORING DR. SAJID CHAUDHARY

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Asian American Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I would like to recognize
Dr. Sajid Chaudhary.

Dr. Sajid Chaudhary is an infections
disease specialist providing healthcare
services in the Kissimmee area since
2004. He completed his internal medi-
cine training from Brown University
and his infectious disease fellowship
training from the University of Massa-
chusetts.

Dr. Chaudhary is on faculty at the
UCF College of Medicine, teaching
medical students and resident doctors.
Dr. Chaudhary has served, also, on the
board of Osceola Regional Medical Cen-
ter, and he is a founding board member
and served as president of the Associa-
tion of Pakistani Americans of Central
Florida.

He has served as president of the As-
sociation of Physicians of Pakistani
Descent of North America, known as
APPNA, and launched projects for four
mobile clinics to help uninsured people
in four States in the United States, in-
cluding Florida.

Dr. Chaudhary is very active in the
community through volunteering and
most recently helped raise funds for
the victims of Hurricane Irma and Hur-
ricane Maria in 2017.

BEarlier this year, 1 joined Dr.
Chaudhary in the opening of a free
healthcare clinic in Kissimmee, in our
district, which he was very actively in-
volved in establishing.

For that, Dr. Sajid Chaudhary, we
honor you.

HONORING JOSE FABRICANTE, JR.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Asian American Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I would like to recognize
Jose Fabricante, Jr.

Jose, ‘‘Joed” Fabricante, Jr., is cur-
rently the president of the Asian Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce of Central
Florida. He has been involved with the
chamber since 2010 and has taken mul-
tiple leadership roles within the orga-
nization.

The Asian American Chamber of
Commerce of Central Florida’s mission
is to provide leadership, support, and
encouragement to the Asian American
business community of Orlando so that
the members of that organization may
prosper and grow.

Jose currently works for Universal
Orlando Resort in the security division
as an entry-screening sergeant. He has
also worked in various departments at
Universal Orlando Resort and has had
an impressive career with the company
for close to 15 years.

Jose is also on the board of directors
for the Orlando Economic Partnership
since 2018, this year.
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His family moved to the TUnited
States in 1992 from the Philippines and
has called Florida home since then.

For that, Jose Fabricante, Jr., we
honor you.

HONORING RICKY LY

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Asian American Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I would like to recognize
Ricky Ly.

Ricky Ly is an Orlando engineering
professional. The son of Vietnamese
boat refugees, he has proudly served
central Florida in the community for
the past 15 years. In 2018, he was chosen
by Orlando Weekly as one of the 10 peo-
ple making Orlando a better place to
be.

As a past co-chair of the Florida
Water Environment Association’s
Water Resources, Reuse, and Resil-
iency Committee, he worked to edu-
cate fellow water professionals, com-
munity leaders, and the public about
critical water resources and challenges
that face our State.

Mr. Ly currently serves on the board
of directors of Second Harvest Food
Bank. He has been involved with the
City of Orlando’s Families, Parks and
Recreation board; the Orlando Mayor’s
City Academy; Pi Delta Psi Fraternity;
and a board member for local NPR af-
filiate WMFE.

Mr. Ly also leads voting registration
campaigns for the local Asian Amer-
ican community and was awarded the
Golden Hands Award from the Asian
American Chamber of Commerce of
Central Florida.

He recently worked with the local
PBS affiliate, WUCF-TV, on the docu-
mentary series ‘‘Vietnamese Orlando,”
highlighting the history of the vibrant
Vietnamese American community in
Orlando.

A graduate of the University of Cen-
tral Florida, he is the cofounder of the
Asian Pacific American Coalition at
UCF and served as a student govern-
ment senator representing the UCF
College of Engineering and Computer
Science.

He is also the author of the book,
“Food Lovers’ Guide to Orlando,” and
founder of tastychomps.com, high-
lighting our local Orlando restaurants,
markets, and growing food scene.

In 2017, he was inducted into the Or-
lando Sentinel Culinary Hall of Fame.
He is also featured in the Orlando Sen-
tinel’s ‘‘Central Florida 100,” a weekly
opinion column featuring 100 of the
most influential people in local govern-
ment, politics, and culture.

He is most thankful for his parents;
his life partner, May Wong; and their
firstborn daughter, Victoria, who
brings their family much joy and hope
for the future and new dreams for the
American Dream.

For that, Ricky Ly, we honor you.

HONORING VALERIE BOEY

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Asian American Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I would like to recognize
Valerie Boey.

Valerie Boey is the president of the
Asian American Journalist Associa-
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tion’s Florida chapter. She had been in
television news for more than 20 years
in the Sunshine State and currently
works for FOX 35 News in Orlando.

As an award-winning television re-
porter, Valerie is proud to represent
her Chinese American heritage on the
evening news. In a world where crime
often dominates headlines, she focuses
on faith to help those who have been
affected.

Valerie not only mentors Asian jour-
nalist students, but also journalism
students of all backgrounds, as well as
young professionals. She teaches them
to report all sides of a story.

Valerie encourages her students to be
the best they can be, knowing hard
work pays off, whatever their heritage
is, for being different is an honor, not
an entitlement.

Valerie assists the Florida Associ-
ated Press Broadcasters, applauding
fellow journalists around the State on
their achievements and taking part in
the college workshop. She also volun-
teers her time with the Negro Spiritual
Scholarship Foundation golf tour-
nament, which benefits young music
students.

As a member of the Orange County
Asian Committee, Valerie tries to
bring people of Asian American herit-
age together, recognizing their talents
and applauding their efforts to make
this community better.

Valerie’s father, Bob, was born in
Singapore and grow up in Hong Kong.
Her mother, Doris, was born in New
York. She believes they both inspire
her to carry on the importance of their
Asian culture.

Valerie is happily married to Jeff
Ramsey, who has taught her all about
his Southern roots and appreciation for
barbecue; but she, too, has taught him
an appreciation for dim sum and the
essence of feng shui.

For that, Valerie Boey,
you.

we honor

HONORING KHALID MUNEER

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Asian American Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I would like to recognize
Khalid Muneer.

Born in Pakistan, Khalid’s family
moved to the United Kingdom in 1961,
where he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Aston in Birmingham.

After 17 years in investment banking
and working in eight countries, he
moved to Florida and built a successful
real estate commercial business. At the
same time, he devoted his time and
passion for civic duties to the Asian
community.

Khalid Muneer has been a very active
leader in our community in central
Florida. He was the President of the
Asian American Chamber of Commerce
CFL in 2016, won the International
Leadership Foundation Award in 2017
for his accomplishments, and was on
the top 100 most influential people list
reported by the Orlando Sentinel. This
yvear, Khalid is president of the Amer-
ican Muslim Chamber of Commerce of
Central Florida.
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Khalid is also a husband, father,
grandfather, and has dedicated his
work to strengthening the Asian Amer-
ican community in central Florida.

For that, Mr. Khalid Muneer,
honor you.

HONORING NEAL ABID

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Asian American Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I would like to recognize
Neal Abid.

Neal Abid is the executive director of
the largest nonprofit Arab American
Community Center in Florida, a trust-
ed resource and advocate for the Flor-
ida Arabic community.

Mr. Abid is a passionate, philan-
thropic outreach provider through the
AACCFL. Since Mr. Abid’s appoint-
ment as executive director of the
AACCFL, he has overseen the expan-
sion of resource offices in Orlando,
Tampa, and Jacksonville.

Over the past 4 years, the AACCFL
charity services have assisted over
15,000 community members through its
healthcare services, refugee assistance
programs, and employment services, as
well as many other services based out
of the AACC Orlando headquarters.

Mr. Abid is the founder of the largest
annual community Arab festival that
attracts over 35,000 attendees, com-
bined, in Orlando, Tampa, and Miami,
annually.

Mr. Abid is notably recognized on the
national level for his leadership role in
the community. He is a passionate ad-
vocate for equality, human rights,
women’s rights, healthcare equality,
and political engagement.

Mr. Abid is an American Palestinian
who resides in Orlando with his lovely
wife and four beautiful children.

For that, Mr. NEAL Abid, we honor
you.

HONORING IMAM ABDUL RAHMAN PATEL

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Asian American Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I would like to recognize
Imam Abdul Rahman Patel.

Imam Abdul Rahman Patel is the
head of the Imam Council of Central
Florida, serving our community for
over 20 years. Imam Patel works with
community leaders, government offi-
cials, educators, and the community to
foster peace, unity, and love.

He has traveled to over 60 countries
and brings his experience and under-
standing of different cultures to light
by advocating across economic, social,
religious, and cultural spheres. His love
for the entire community is exempli-
fied had his actions.

He assisted in establishing the first
free healthcare clinic in Osceola Coun-
ty, in our district, and provided much-
needed medication and resources to the
Victim Service Center of Central Flor-
ida, ensuring no person in need is
turned away due to lack of funds or
medication.

Imam Patel has joined forces with
local domestic abuse shelters, working
to educate the community on domestic
violence and providing support to local
shelters through co-hosting events,

we



H4692

providing medical services, meals, and
support to survivors of domestic vio-
lence.

As a Muslim American leader, he
started some of the first institutions
for Islamic education within the
United States. For two decades, he has
been devoted to serving the commu-
nity. He has also hosted and organized
community townhall meetings with
local government.

To promote unity, shortly after the
Pulse nightclub tragedy in 2016, Imam
Patel, along with other community
leaders, organized an event to honor
the victims from Osceola County.
Since then, he has actively worked
with other leaders to reach out and ex-
press support for central Floridians of
all backgrounds.

As a community leader and a father
of eight children, Imam Patel has
championed many causes to inspire to-
getherness among everyone in central
Florida, vowing to spread love without
limitation.

For that,
honor you.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Imam Abdul Patel, we

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. DONOVAN (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today on account of a
meeting with President Donald J.
Trump in New York State regarding
combating the deadly MS-13 gang and
other violent criminal gang organiza-
tions.

Mr. ZELDIN (at the request of Mr.
MCcCARTHY) for today on account of of-
ficial travel with the President of the
United States.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today and May 24.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 p.m.), under its previous
order, the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, May 24, 2018, at 9
a.m.

—————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. ROSKAM (for himself, Mr.
DEUTCH, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, Mr.
NADLER, Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS,
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Ms. GRANGER,
Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr.
VEASEY, Mr. BUCK, and Mr. ENGEL):

H.R. 5924. A bill to provide for the consid-
eration of a definition of anti-Semitism for
the enforcement of Federal antidiscrimina-
tion laws concerning education programs or
activities; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
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in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. GOWDY (for himself, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. MEADOWS, and Mr. CON-
NOLLY):

H.R. 5925. A bill to codify provisions relat-
ing to the Office of National Drug Control,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, and in
addition to the Committees on Energy and
Commerce, Foreign Affairs, the Judiciary,
Intelligence (Permanent Select), and Appro-
priations, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. KEATING (for himself and Mr.
ROTHFUS):

H.R. 5926. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to issue guide-
lines for prescribing naloxone, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 5927. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to expand, intensify, and
coordinate research and other activities of
the National Institutes of Health with re-
spect to prenatal opioid exposure and neo-
natal abstinence syndrome; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. POLIS (for himself, Mrs. CARO-
LYN B. MALONEY of New York, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. ESPAILLAT,

Ms. DELAURO, Ms. MOORE, Ms.
ADAMS, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, and Mr.
PERLMUTTER):

H.R. 5928. A bill to repeal the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act, forgive all outstanding Federal
student loans, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Education and
the Workforce, Natural Resources, and En-
ergy and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. CLARKE of New York (for her-
self, Ms. PLASKETT, and Ms.
VELAZQUEZ):

H.R. 5929. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to provide for small business con-
cerns located in the United States Virgin Is-
lands, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business.

By Mr. BARTON (for himself and Mr.
RUSH):

H.R. 5930. A Dbill to strengthen protections
relating to the online collection, use, and
disclosure of personal information of chil-
dren and minors, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. BIGGS:

H.R. 5931. A bill to repeal the authority to
establish certain special volunteer programs
under the Domestic Volunteer Service Act;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

By Ms. JUDY CHU of California (for
herself, Mr. DEUTCH, and Mrs.
NAPOLITANO):

H.R. 5932. A Dbill to increase the recruit-
ment and retention of school-based mental
health services providers by low-income
local educational agencies; to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. COLLINS of Georgia (for him-
self and Mr. DEUTCH):

H.R. 5933. A bill to prevent substance abuse
and reduce demand for illicit narcotics; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, and in addition to the Com-
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mittees on the Judiciary, and Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. CRAWFORD:

H.R. 5934. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
105 Highway 297 North in Dyess, Arkansas, as
the ‘““Johnny Cash Post Office Building’’; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. RODNEY DAYVIS of Illinois (for
himself, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr. BosT, Mr.
KINZINGER, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr.
LAHOOD, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mrs. BUSTOS,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. DANNY K.
DAvis of Illinois, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. RUSH, Mr. Fos-

TER, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. LIPINSKI,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Mr.
GUTIERREZ):

H.R. 5935. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
1355 North Meridian Road in Harristown, I1li-
nois, as the ‘““Logan S. Palmer Post Office’’;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. FOSTER (for
COHEN, and Mr. RASKIN):

H.R. 5936. A bill to amend the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 to require the appointment
by the President of the Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs to be
made by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate; to the Committee on Armed
Services, and in addition to the Committees
on Foreign Affairs, and Intelligence (Perma-
nent Select), for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. B .

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico:

H.R. 5937. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
100 Calle Alondra in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
as the “‘66th Infantry Regiment Post Office
Building’’; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. B

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico:

H.R. 5938. A bill to amend the VA Choice
and Quality Employment Act to direct the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a
vacancy and recruitment database to facili-
tate the recruitment of certain members of
the Armed Forces to satisfy the occupational
needs of the Department of Veterans Affairs,
to establish and implement a training and
certification program for intermediate care
technicians in that Department, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. GRIJALVA (for himself and Mr.
COLE):

H.R. 5939. A bill to amend the Morris K.
Udall and Stewart L. Udall Foundation Act;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce, and in addition to the Committee
on Natural Resources, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire (for
herself, Mrs. LOVE, and Mrs. DIN-
GELL):

H.R. 5940. A bill to require the Secretary of
Defense to submit to Congress a report on
victims in military criminal investigative
organization reports, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. LANGEVIN (for himself, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. QUIGLEY, and Ms. NOR-
TON):

himself, Mr.
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