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CHINESE INVESTMENT IN EUROPE

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, China is a
rising power with interests that more often
than not come into conflict with our own. As
Secretary Mattis identified last year in the Na-
tional Defense Strategy, we are in a new era
of great power rivalry.

The People’s Republic of China is one of
the most capable and competitive global rivals
we face. China still adheres to an authoritarian
philosophy with the state at the center of
power. At the center of the state is President
Xi Jinping [Shee Jin-Ping], who has made
himself ruler for life and has made clear he
wants China to be a dominate world power
that challenges the United States.

Under Xi [Shee], China is building up its
military power to compete with the U.S. Soon
China will possess a larger naval fleet in Asia
than we do and has begun establishing mili-
tary bases outside of its own region. These
new Chinese outposts are positioned at stra-
tegic choke points to control international ship-
ping lanes.

The PRC does not believe in freedom of the
seas or fair iternational order, it only believes
in having an upper hand. Much like the elites
of the communist party have over their own
people.

They are also stealing American innovation
to surpass our technological edge both mili-
tarily and commercially. It is commonly known,
that China has zero respect for intellectual
property rights.

But Beijing has also recognized that it can
seize enormous global influence without firing
a shot. Simply by using its checkbook and of-
fering massive loans, China can manipulate
weaker states eager for investment to bend to
Beijing’s will.

At the center of its strategy to use economic
power to gain widespread influence is China’s
One Belt One Road initiative. This plan envi-
sions expanding Chinese exports and trade
access through major infrastructure projects
across Asia and into Europe. So far many
central Asian states and Eastern Europe have
signed on to participate. In their view, China’s
investment is an opportunity to stimulate their
lagging economies.

But there is a catch. With massive Chinese
investment, comes Chinese control. According
to a Bloomberg study, over the past 10 years,
China has bought or invested in assets
amounting to at least $318 billion in Europe,
which amounts to 45 percent more Chinese-
related activity than the U.S. in the same pe-
riod. This includes buying European ports,
such as Greece’s largest port, and high tech-
nology and manufacturing firms.

Meanwhile European companies still cannot
gain much access to the Chinese market be-
cause of unfair business practices. This gives
China an economic edge and growing market
control that is under the thumb of the Chinese
Communist Party.

Some of Beijing’s investments are purely
about making money but others are about
gaining influence over countries’ political deci-
sions. So far we have seen countries with sig-
nificant Chinese investment are hesitant to
confront Chinese bad behavior on the inter-
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national stage. Including watering-down con-
demnation of China’s aggressive and illegal
behavior in the South China Sea.

In developing countries, China has used
predatory loans to force states to surrender
sovereignty over critical infrastructure when
they cannot repay. The same could occur in
Europe.

Europe is a free and open market just like
our own and should remain resistant to imple-
menting protectionist trade policies. But with
encroaching influence from Beijing, Europe—
just like here—must be wary of Chinese moti-
vations.

It is clear, China does not play fairly. It will
do whatever it takes to gain strategic domi-
nance.

And that’s just the way it is.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JARED POLIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2018

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, | was absent for
Roll Call vote 205, on passage of H.R. 2. Had
| been present, | would have voted “No” on
final passage.

The partisan farm bill the Republican major-
ity brought to the floor only sought to hurt mil-
lions of working families, children, older adults
and persons with disabilities by cutting $23
million in SNAP benefits and undermine pro-
grams that protect the environment and pro-
mote conservation.

RECOGNIZING NANBO INSURANCE
UNDERWRITERS AS THE 2018
GUAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
HALL OF FAME BUSINESS LAU-
REATE

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2018

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Nanbo Guam
Ltd. (NANBO) on being chosen as the 2018
Guam Chamber of Commerce Hall of Fame
Business Laureate. Nanbo Guam Ltd. was es-
tablished in 1968 and has since engaged in
multiple business enterprises as a trading
company, a retail operator, investor in indus-
trial laundry business, as well as real property
acquisition and development. In its 50 years of
doing business on Guam, NANBO has estab-
lished a reputation as a reliable and trust-
worthy insurance agent. The business is com-
mitted to supporting the community’s insur-
ance needs, delivering exceptional customer
service and providing quick claims settlement
to covering the losses of its customers.
NANBO’ s commitment to the local community
is also evident through its local real estate ac-
quisitions and the 2012 construction of its
headquarters in Hagatiha, Guam.

NANBO has been able to manage its re-
sources effectively to be able to succeed as a
company doing business on Guam for the last
50 years. Nanbo Insurance Underwriters, the
central business of NANBO was established in
1969 serving as the exclusive general agent
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for the Tokio Marine and Fire Insurance Co.,
Ltd., of Tokyo, Japan since 1969. NANBO has
also represented other numerous insurance
companies over its years of doing business on
Guam. NANBO currently serves as general
agent for Tojio Marine Pacific Insurance Lim-
ited, Pacific Guardian Life Insurance Company
and Sompo Japan Nipponka Insurance Inc.,
all through NANBO’s wholly owned subsidiary,
Guahan Insurance Services.

The company has also demonstrated orga-
nizational commitment to community service
through donations made to various not-for-
profit and community organizations. NANBO
has additionally supported relief efforts for nat-
ural disasters that have affected Guam and
the region. NANBO encourages its employees
to be active members of the community
through various community events and service
activities.

Again, | congratulate Nanbo Guam Ltd. on
being named the 2018 Guam Chamber of
Commerce Hall of Fame Business Laureate. |
commend Nanbo Guam Ltd. for their leader-
ship in helping to promote community involve-
ment and support for our local economy.
NANBO proudly maintains a knowledgeable
and dedicated local staff, is a leader in
Guam’s insurance industry and support non-
profit organization and events that support the
community at large. | join the people of Guam
in commending them for their award and
thanking them for their many contributions to
our island community.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 22, 2018

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2019 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
support of my amendment to H.R. 5515, which
would require a report related to human rights
in North Korea.

The report would describe ongoing or
planned efforts regarding the repatriation of
members of the United States Armed Forces;
the reunification of Korean Americans with rel-
atives in North Korea; and an assessment of
security risks posted by travel to North Korea
for U.S. citizens.

The division of North and South Korea
along the 38th Parallel offers one of the
world’s most striking dichotomies, yet on both
sides of the Demilitarized Zone resides a
shared pain.

The pain is that of the families ripped apart
by the Korean War and an enduring division of
one people into two countries.

Reunions are a welcome respite from the
separation, but, in the end, provide yet an-
other reminder that family reunification on the
Korean Peninsula is fleeting.

Many of these Americans, more than
100,000 according to the last estimate, have
been waiting to reunite with their family mem-
bers in North Korea.
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Too many have already passed away with-
out realizing that hope.

This amendment would require an update
on efforts to conduct family reunifications for
these Korean Americans.

It would also help heal old wounds by ad-
dressing the repatriation of members of the
U.S. Armed Forces who have been missing
since the Korean War.

It is vital that our North Korea policy be in-
formed with an understanding that there are
human victims of the ongoing conflict on the
Peninsula.

| thank the Chairman, the Ranking Member,
and Rep. ROS-LEHTINEN for working with me
on this amendment and ask that my col-
leagues support it.

RECOGNIZING COLSTRIP UNITED

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2018

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a group of Montanans who banded
together to protect their livelihoods and our
communities against the war on coal.

Colstrip United emphasizes the importance
of coal in Montana and the United States. The
grassroots group counters false, anti-coal
claims pushed by special interest groups and
ensures the voices of their close-knit commu-
nity are heard. Two members of the Colstrip
community, Lori Shaw and Ashley Dennehy,
lead Colstrip United to empower their commu-
nity.

The hardworking folks at Colstrip supply the
energy that keeps the lights on for millions of
Americans. Colstrip United helps us remember
the faces and communities behind the flick of
a switch.

The group continues to grow its member-
ship by advocating responsible development
of our natural resources to grow our economy
and protect our way of life. Colstrip United ex-
tends its focus beyond Colstrip, drawing atten-
tion to similar communities that are the back-
bone of our energy sector.

The group’s motto is “Inform. Promote. In-
spire.” Colstrip United is about neighbor help-
ing neighbor, a characteristic that defines the
spirit of Montana.

Today, | pay tribute to the Montanans who
are Colstrip United for their inspiring work to
promote and protect our Montana way of life.

TRIBUTE TO ED GRIMES

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2018

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor the late Ed Grimes, who served as
Mayor and chief executive of the City of
Tehachapi for six years. He passed away on
May 21, 2018 at the age of 75 after a lifetime
of service to his community.

Mayor Grimes started his storied career in
public service on the Tehachapi Unified
School District as a member of the School
Board, serving a career of 20 years, twelve of
which were spent as the board chairman. He
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would later campaign successfully for a seat
on the Tehachapi City Council in 2003, and
was first elected as Tehachapi’s Mayor in
2006. Over his career in public service, Mayor
Grimes served ten years on the Tehachapi
City Council and served three terms as mayor
during the years of 2006 through 2008, 2010
through 2012, and 2016 through 2018. A man
with a true heart for his city, Mayor Grimes re-
fused a paycheck during his tenure as an
elected city official, instead donating his salary
to fund scholarships for Tehachapi high school
students preparing to go to college.

Ed, affectionately known at home as “Mr.
Tehachapi,” called Tehachapi his home for 68
years of his life. A lifelong football fan with a
heart for the youth of the community he
served, Mayor Grimes dedicated his free time
to fundraising for Tehachapi High School’s
Warriors football team, raising over $50,000
for high school athletics over a period of near-
ly two decades. His passion for youth athletics
was not limited to the sidelines; Mayor Grimes
could often be heard narrating Tehachapi High
School football games over the stadium public
address system, a hobby that earned him the
nickname of “The Voice of the Warriors.”

Mayor Grimes will be remembered for his
kindness, leadership, and passion for life. His
life of service illustrates the best of public
service, and he will be remembered as a man
who truly loved the city he called home. It
didn’t matter if we were discussing the local
economy, family or simply football, time spent
with Mayor Grimes was always time well
spent. | will miss Mayor Grimes’ words of wis-
dom, his humble manner, and his laugh that
was so infectious that you could not help but
join him. | extend my deepest condolences to
his wife Ruthie, his children and grandchildren,
and the entire Tehachapi community as we all
mourn the loss of this local icon.

—————

HONORING AMERICAN POW’S WHO
DIED AT HIROSHIMA

HON. NIKI TSONGAS

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2018

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bring to your attention a unique monument
that is about to be installed in my district on
Memorial Day. On May 28th a ceremony will
be held at the Centralvile Memorial Park in
Lowell, Massachusetts to place a memorial
stone in honor of the 12 American Army and
Naval aviators who died as POWs from the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima on August 6,
1945. Participating in the remembrance will be
Mr. Shigeaki Mori from Japan, a Hiroshima
survivor (a hibakusha) who has devoted nearly
half his life to identifying these men and noti-
fying their families of their fate.

One of the POWs was 19-year-old Navy Air-
man 3rd-class Norman Brissette from Lowell,
Massachusetts. He was among the 12 Amer-
ican airmen who survived the downing of four
planes while on missions over Hiroshima and
Kure on July 28, 1945. At the memorial cere-
mony, the Brissette family and friends will be
joined by the family of another Hiroshima
POW Army Air Corps Staff Sgt. Ralph J. Neal
from Corbin, Kentucky. Both families were fea-
tured in the documentary film, Paper Lanterns,
about Mr. Mori’'s quest to honor the memory
and bravery of these American POWs.
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Mr. Mori was eight years old when he sur-
vived the bombing of Hiroshima, then a mili-
tary city. His elementary school became a
temporary hospital and soon a crematory. As
an adult, haunted by the horror and doubting
the official number of 800 dead, Mr. Mori
sought to find out how many people had died
at his school. The actual number was 2,300.
During his research, he also discovered that
12 American POWs were among the 100,000
who perished in Hiroshima.

The Americans were prisoners of the
Kempeitai and held in Hiroshima’s Chugoku
Military Police Headquarters near the atomic
blast’s epicenter. Mr. Mori has spent decades
identifying these Americans and locating their
surviving family members in the United States.
With the family’s permission, he had the
names of each of the 12 airman inscribed in
Hiroshima’s Register of the Names of the Fall-
en Atomic Bomb Victims. In July 1998, Mr.
Mori placed a memorial plaque to the men on
the building that was their prison. It is the only
memorial in Hiroshima dedicated to the Ameri-
cans killed there.

On May 27, 2016 President Barack Obama
became the first sitting president to visit Hiro-
shima. After the ceremony, the President
hugged a tearful Mr. Mori and thanked him for
his work on behalf of the American POWs.
The image of President Obama and embrac-
ing Mr. Mori has come to define friendship and
reconciliation between the United States and
Japan.

| welcome Mr. Mori and his wife Kayoko to
my district and thank them for their dedication
to peace and to making a world free of nu-
clear weapons. As President Obama said at
Hiroshima, “we have a shared responsibility to
look directly into the eye of history and ask
what we must do differently to curb such suf-
fering again.” This is what the Moris have
done.

———

STOP PAYING PAKISTAN TO
BETRAY US

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we must
remember that Pakistan continues to be an
unreliable partner in the fight against terrorism.
For nearly two decades, we have hoped that
Pakistan would clear the terrorist safe havens
along the Afghanistan border and end its sup-
port for violent extremist groups. We have
even paid them $13 billion to do this.

And yet, Pakistan still has not proven it is
serious about combatting terrorism. Just ear-
lier this month, the Pakistani Minister of Inte-
rior was shot by a man linked to an extremist
political party in Pakistan. This political party
believes Pakistan’s blasphemy laws are not
being strictly enforced to prosecute Christians
or minority sects. The fact that Pakistan—a
supposed ally of the United States—has a
blasphemy law is troubling enough. Such intol-
erant laws only foster the extremism and hate
that our terrorist foes thrive on.

But Pakistan’s relationship with extremism is
nothing new. Even when members of the
Pakistan government become victims of the
terrorism, they equivocate or blame someone
else, like the U.S. or Afghanistan, while dis-
missing their own role in fueling such groups.
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