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of the U.S.S.R., Azerbaijan once again de-
clared its independence in 1991. The United 
States recognized Azerbaijan’s independence 
on both occasions. 

Azerbaijan has proven to be a key security 
partner of the United States, providing unwav-
ering support for the NATO mission in Afghan-
istan dating back to 2002. Azerbaijan also es-
tablished diplomatic relations with our close 
ally Israel over 25 years ago and has a small 
but thriving Jewish community. 

Azerbaijan is also a leader in the energy 
sector. Azerbaijan is spearheading the South-
ern Gas Corridor which will bring natural gas 
from the Caspian Sea to our allies in Europe. 
This diversification of energy supplies will less-
en Europe’s reliance on Russia. Azerbaijan 
also provides Israel with 40 percent of its im-
ported energy. 

Azerbaijan is a true friend of the United 
States and I once again commend the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan on the 100th anniversary of 
its independence. 
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HONORING J. HAGAN CODELL 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great Kentuckian, Mr. J. Hagan 
Codell. Mr. Codell is retiring after a successful 
career as Senior Vice President and Market 
Leader of Traditional Bank, headquartered in 
Mt. Sterling, KY. 

Prior to his banking career, Mr. Codell 
worked for Codell Construction Company for 
28 years, serving as Vice President. He 
worked at First National Bank in Jackson, KY 
as a loan officer then began working at Tradi-
tional Bank in 2002. With strong community 
relations, Mr. Codell has grown the Win-
chester, KY market in loans, deposits, and a 
solid customer base. His co-workers describe 
his leadership style as considerate and self-
less. 

Mr. Codell is a true community leader. He 
serves as an elder at First Christian Church, 
a chairman/director at Cardinal Hill Hospital, a 
director of the Breathitt County Industrial 
Board, a director and treasurer of the Jack-
son-Breathitt County Airport Board, and a di-
rector of KY Easter Seals, in addition to other 
volunteer leadership positions. He is a servant 
leader who is a role model for others to emu-
late. 

As Hagan Codell reaches the end of his 
professional career and begins a well-de-
served retirement, I join many others in thank-
ing him for his service to his profession and to 
his community. It is my honor to recognize J. 
Hagan Codell before the United States House 
of Representatives. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HAMLET OF 
LAKE VIEW, NY 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 150th Anniversary 

of the hamlet of Lake View in the Town of 
Hamburg, New York. The history of this ham-
let has been shaped by earnest individuals 
who worked diligently to make Lake View the 
great place it is today. 

The fervor of the railroad era brought pros-
perity to many communities across the coun-
try, especially the hamlet of Lake View. The 
Lake View rail stop connected the hamlet to 
many important railways allowing the commu-
nity to reap the benefits of the businessmen 
traveling between the cities. 

I would like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate the residents of Lake View on their 
150th Anniversary, and thank them for their 
commitment to the American ideals of pros-
perity and success. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Mon-
day May 21, 2018. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call votes 
207, 208, and 209. 
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NATIONAL MISSING CHILDREN 
DAY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, protecting 
our children is one of the most important 
things that we can do for society. In 1983, 
President Ronald Reagan proclaimed May 
25th as National Missing Children’s Day. 
There are very few situations more difficult 
than when a family member, especially a 
young child, disappears. 

As a former Judge and prosecutor, this is 
something that I saw first-hand. What do you 
say to a parent of a missing child? Words are 
hard to find. 30 years ago, a missing child was 
akin to a death sentence. A child could be ab-
ducted, taken across state lines, and never be 
seen again. Our best method of locating a 
missing child was to plaster their images on 
the sides of milk cartons, encouraging our 
communities to be on the lookout—a stark re-
minder of how far we have come. 

Last year, in 2017, there were 464,324 chil-
dren reported as missing in the United States. 
The statistics paint a grim picture. Of the near-
ly 25,00 runaways reported to the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, one 
in seven were likely victims of human traf-
ficking. 

As technology has evolved, so has the way 
in which we search for missing children. With 
today’s technology, the likelihood of finding an 
abducted child has seen a sharp increase, 
mostly due to technological advances, social 
media, and the way in which searches are 
conducted. 

Before the creation of the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children, there were 
little or no resources available to assist law 
enforcement with the cases of missing chil-

dren. In fact, there was no way for police to 
enter information about missing children into 
the FBI’s national crime computer. Today, 
thanks to the work of this outstanding organi-
zation’s work, this is no longer the case. Many 
children owe their rescue to the center, and 
many parents are grateful for the return of 
their kids. 

Mr. Speaker, as we observe National Miss-
ing Children’s Day 2018, it is our duty to en-
sure that children of this country are protected 
from those who wish to do them harm. 

As we celebrate the good work that the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren does, we pray for those children who 
have not returned home. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2019 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
support of my amendment to the FY2019 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act offered with 
Representative STEPHANIE MURPHY, which 
would provide not less than $12 million for the 
assessment, monitoring, and evaluation of our 
defense security cooperation programs as part 
of the more than $700 million this bill author-
izes for the Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency. 

Each year, the United States spends as 
much as $10 billion on our security coopera-
tion programs. 

This includes the Afghanistan Security 
Forces Fund, the Counter-ISIL Fund, the co-
operative threat reduction program, and other 
security programs that help build the capacity 
of foreign security forces. 

The United States trains, educates, advises, 
and equips our foreign partners all around the 
world. 

However, we have done next to nothing to 
understand the effectiveness of these pro-
grams at accomplishing their goals and ad-
vancing U.S. interests. 

I commend the Department of Defense for 
its work to establish an office tasked with cre-
ating a monitoring and evaluation framework 
for security cooperation programs and con-
ducting evaluations. 

I am glad the first evaluation will be con-
ducted this year on military logistics in the Bal-
tics. 

This amendment will ensure that this good 
work continues and expands in a manner 
commensurate with the amount of money we 
are currently spending on security cooperation 
programs. 

I thank Chairman THORNBERRY, Ranking 
Member SMITH, Representative MURPHY for 
working with me on this amendment. 
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