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Sullivan Tillis Warner
Tester Toomey Wicker
Thune Van Hollen Young
NAYS—24
Baldwin Gillibrand Schatz
Blumenthal Harris Schumer
Booker Heinrich Smith
Brown Hirono Stabenow
Cantwell Markey Udall
Cortez Masto Merkley Warren
Durbin Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Sanders Wyden
NOT VOTING—17
Cruz Hassan Rubio
Duckworth Heller
Flake McCain

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Jelena McWilliams to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of James Randolph Evans, of Georgia,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Luxembourg.

Thom Tillis, John Cornyn, Mike Crapo,
John Thune, Roy Blunt, Ron Johnson,
Cory Gardner, Lindsey Graham, Pat
Roberts, Johnny Isakson, John Booz-
man, James E. Risch, Todd Young,
John Hoeven, Mike Rounds, David
Perdue.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of James Randolph Evans, of Georgia,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Luxembourg, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the Senator
from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN), and the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO).
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Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH)
and the Senator from Hampshire (Ms.
HASSAN) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SASSE). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 110 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Alexander Gardner Perdue
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blunt Grassley Risch
Boozman Hatch Roberts
Burl_‘ Heitkamp Rounds
Caplpo Hoeven ) Sasse
gafildy %—thdef-Srmth Scott
ollins nhofe
Corker Isakson ghelp v
ullivan
Cornyn Johnson Tester
Cotton Kennedy Th
Crapo Lankford N u_n €
Daines Lee Tillis
Donnelly McConnell Toomey
Enzi Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
Fischer Paul
NAYS—44
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hirono Reed
Blumenthal Jones Sanders
Booker Kaine Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantyvell Klobuchar Shaheen
gardm I]\;[eahsil ) Smith
arper anchin

Casey Markey ISIEiabenow

. all
Coons McCaskill Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Menendez
Durbin Merkley Warner
Feinstein Murphy War.’ren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Harris Nelson Wyden

NOT VOTING—T7

Cruz Hassan Rubio
Duckworth Heller
Flake McCain

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 44.
The motion is agreed to.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of James Randolph Evans,
of Georgia, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to Luxem-
bourg.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 1:45
p.m. will be equally divided in the
usual form.

The Senator from Nebraska.

TRIBUTE TO VAUGHAN WEHR

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to my longtime
scheduler and dear friend, Vaughan
Wehr. After 5% years in Washington,
Vaughan is returning home to her
sprawling, tight-knit family in Omaha.

Vaughan started with me as an aide
in my legislative office in Lincoln. It
was an easy decision to ask her to
come to Washington as an original
member of my team. She did a good
job, she worked hard, and she was a joy

S2897

to have around. She started out in the
Senate, where so many do, answering
phones and greeting constituents. That
is hard work, but Vaughan always did
it with a smile on her face.

It didn’t take long for her to take on
more responsibility, first as a deputy
scheduler and later as a scheduler for
nearly 4 years. Throughout that time,
Vaughan always did her job with a spe-
cial blend of diligence and humor. She
has earned a reputation in the Senate
as a top scheduler and the life of any
party.

It is no exaggeration to say that
Vaughan has been the beating heart of
my office. She has made a mark here
by doing her job with love and laughter
every single day.

My husband, Bruce, and I are very
thankful for her service, and most im-
portantly, we are thankful for her
friendship. She is one of a kind. We
wish her the very best as she returns
home to Nebraska.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant Democratic leader.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VENEZUELA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it was
about 5 or 6 weeks ago that I accepted
an invitation and an opportunity to
visit Caracas, Venezuela. I had never
been to that country before and spent 4
days. It turns out that not many Mem-
bers of Congress go to this country and
very few are given permission if they
ask, but for some reason, I was given
permission and went down there to
meet with the leaders of the govern-
ment and to take stock of what was
happening in Venezuela.

Sadly, I have to report that Ven-
ezuela—that proud nation—is teetering
on collapse. I met with President
Maduro, members of his government,
opposition leaders, civic and humani-
tarian leaders, medical experts, vic-
tims of the regime’s political repres-
sion, and an American who is currently
jailed on political charges in Caracas.

What I found there and recounted on
the floor a few weeks ago was a heart-
breaking set of overlapping crises—hu-
manitarian, economic, and political.
While these three inexcusable crises of
the government’s making continue, the
people of this poor nation are increas-
ingly suffering and leaving in despera-
tion. It is one of the most desperate
situations I have ever seen in a country
that is not in the midst of a war. In my
discussion with President Maduro, I
urged him to help get his country out
of the international isolation that it
currently faces and put an end to the
human suffering by starting with a
clean election.

Last Sunday, there was an election.
It was a farce. I asked him to release
political opponents so they could run
for office. I asked him to authorize par-
ties to field candidates. I asked him to
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