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born to an addicted mother, and they 
have to be taken through withdrawal 
as a baby. These little babies you could 
hold in the palm of your hand are hav-
ing to go through withdrawal. 

They told me that the foster care 
systems in their States are over-
whelmed; mine is, in Ohio. We have 
more kids under State supervision and 
in foster care than ever. We can’t find 
foster families fast enough because so 
many of the parents are unable to take 
care of the kids. There are more grand-
parents and great-grandparents than 
ever having to step forward and take 
care of these kids. It is affecting our 
communities in so many ways. 

The STOP Act alone isn’t going to 
solve of all of these problems. We get 
that. We have passed legislation 
around here in the last year and a half 
to increase prevention and education 
and to increase treatment and longer 
term recovery. That is very important, 
and we need to do more of it. We have 
new legislation to take that to the 
next level. 

But combating this crisis at its 
source by making it harder for drugs to 
enter our country is certainly a step 
we can, and should, take. It is only 
common sense. At the very least, it 
would reduce supply and help to drive 
up the cost of this drug. One of our 
problems is that the drug is powerful, 
but it is also relatively inexpensive. 

We have an opportunity with the 
STOP Act to make a real difference for 
families in every single State rep-
resented in this Chamber. If you are 
not already a cosponsor, I hope you 
will join us in this effort. If you are a 
cosponsor and you support this, I hope 
you will talk to your leadership, both 
sides of the aisle. 

Let’s get this to the floor. Let’s get a 
vote. Let’s ensure we are doing every-
thing we possibly can to stop this poi-
son. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-

SIDY). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 542. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Robert Earl 
Wier, of Kentucky, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Kentucky. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Robert Earl Wier, of Kentucky, to 
be United States District Judge for the East-
ern District of Kentucky. 

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, John 
Kennedy, Johnny Isakson, Jerry 
Moran, Cory Gardner, John Cornyn, 
Thom Tillis, James E. Risch, Pat Rob-
erts, David Perdue, Mike Rounds, John 
Thune, Roy Blunt, Richard Burr, Tom 
Cotton, Jeff Flake. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 587. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Fernando 
Rodriguez, Jr., of Texas, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern 
District of Texas. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Fernando Rodriguez, Jr., of Texas, 
to be United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Texas. 

Mitch McConnell, Tom Cotton, Roger F. 
Wicker, John Cornyn, Thom Tillis, 
Orrin G. Hatch, Roy Blunt, Mike 
Rounds, John Hoeven, Richard Burr, 
John Thune, Joni Ernst, Pat Roberts, 
John Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, Steve 
Daines, Chuck Grassley. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 625. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Annemarie Car-
ney Axon, of Alabama, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern 
District of Alabama. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Annemarie Carney Axon, of Ala-
bama, to be United States District Judge for 
the Northern District of Alabama. 

Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, John Cor-
nyn, John Kennedy, Richard Burr, 
Mike Lee, David Perdue, Steve Daines, 
James Lankford, Pat Roberts, Johnny 
Isakson, Jeff Flake, Lindsey Graham, 
Patrick J. Toomey, Marco Rubio, Tom 
Cotton, James E. Risch. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture 
motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VA MISSION BILL AND MEMORIAL DAY 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, a lot 

of our colleagues have been coming 
down to the floor today and had come 
down yesterday to talk about two 
things that are actually very con-
nected. The first is the VA MISSION 
bill, which we just passed, that is going 
to significantly transform how we 
treat our veterans and how we make 
sure our vets are getting the care they 
have earned and deserve. Also, appro-
priately, as that bill has just passed 
the Senate and is heading to the Presi-
dent’s desk, we are talking about Me-
morial Day and the Memorial Day 
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