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fuel economy standards in their cross-
hairs. 

The Trump administration is in the 
process of making a U-turn and putting 
us in reverse on these critical fuel 
economy emissions standards. That 
will mean that consumers will pay 
even more at the pump, and it will 
mean that we will be even more reliant 
on oil from OPEC and other foreign na-
tions and unstable regions around the 
world. 

President Trump likes to tout Amer-
ican energy dominance, but thanks to 
his policies, it is high gasoline prices 
that are dominating American con-
sumers’ pocketbooks. President Trump 
says his agenda is ‘‘America First,’’ 
but the policies he and the Republicans 
are pursuing are putting Big Oil, 
OPEC, Russia, and China first and 
American consumers last. It is time for 
this to end. It is time for us, in our 
country, to have a debate about this oil 
agenda. 

The President always says that he 
wants to have an agenda that is ‘‘all of 
the above’’—meaning every energy 
source—but when you examine it very 
closely, it just comes down to oil above 
all. We are seeing that, and the con-
sumers are paying the price at the 
pump. We need to ensure that everyone 
in our country understands who is re-
sponsible, whose name is on this price 
increase, and that name is Donald J. 
Trump. They are his oil policies. It is 
his foreign policy that is creating this 
problem for every consumer as we head 
into the Memorial Day weekend and as 
we continue throughout the summer 
and into the rest of this year and next 
year. 

It is a very important issue for every 
American. They are going to feel it in 
their pocketbooks because the tax 
break that the President is touting is 
going to be completely wiped out by 
the high energy prices that will go 
right to the Koch brothers, right to Big 
Oil, and right to OPEC. 

If the President wants to do some-
thing about this, he should call up his 
pals, the Saudi Arabians. He should 
call up his pals in the United Arab 
Emirates. He should call up his pals in 
the big oil companies and bring them 
in and tell them that he wants this to 
end, that he wants there to be lower oil 
prices, that he does not want them to 
be taking advantage of this tight 
American marketplace as we export 2.5 
million barrels a day. 

It is time for us to begin to under-
stand what is happening to our econ-
omy. Ultimately, it is not just going to 
be drivers at the pump. It is going to be 
businesses. It is going to be large and 
small who are going to be impacted by 
this, and it is ultimately going to have 
a supreme, negative impact on our 
economy—not for the oil companies 
but for anyone else who purchases this 
oil, which is everyone. 

Thank you for the time. 
I yield back. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. KEN-
NEDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 848, 851, 852, 853, 
and 854. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nominations of David B. 
Cornstein, of New York, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to Hungary; Francis R. 
Fannon, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of State (Energy Resources); 
Eliot Pedrosa, of Florida, to be United 
States Alternate Executive Director of 
the Inter-American Development 
Bank; Jonathan R. Cohen, of Cali-
fornia, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be the Deputy Represent-
ative of the United States of America 
to the United Nations, with the rank 
and status of Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary, and the 
Deputy Representative of the United 
States of America in the Security 
Council of the United Nations; and 
Jonathan R. Cohen, of California, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Representative of the United States 
of America to the Sessions of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United Nations, 
during his tenure of service as Deputy 
Representative of the United States of 
America to the United Nations. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc 
with no intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon table en bloc; that the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action; that no further motions be in 
order; and that any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Cornstein, 
Fannon, Pedrosa, Cohen, and Cohen 
nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 
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EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 898 and 899. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nominations of Erica H. Mac-
Donald, of Minnesota, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of 
Minnesota for the term of four years; 
and Scott Patrick Illing, of Louisiana, 
to be United States Marshal for the 
Eastern District of Louisiana for the 
term of four years. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc 
with no intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the MacDonald and 
Illing nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of Executive Calendar Nos. 859, 
860, 861, 862, and all nominations on the 
Secretary’s desk in the Coast Guard; 
that the nominations be confirmed, the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate; that no 
further motions be in order; that any 
statements related to the nominations 
be printed in the RECORD; and that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows: 

IN THE COAST GUARD 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment as Deputy Commandant for Mission 
Support, a position of importance and re-
sponsibility in the United States Coast 
Guard and to the grade indicated under title 
14, U.S.C., Section 50: 

To be vice admiral 

Rear Adm. Michael F. McAllister 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment as Deputy Commandant for Operations, 
a position of importance and responsibility 
in the United States Coast Guard and to the 
grade indicated under title 14, U.S.C., Sec-
tion 50: 

To be vice admiral 

Rear Adm. Daniel B. Abel 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment to a position of importance and respon-
sibility in the United States Coast Guard 
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