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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Gregory J. Sla-
vonic, of Oklahoma, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Navy.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nomination with no intervening action
or debate; that if confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nomination be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Slavonic nomi-
nation?

The nomination was agreed to.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
WORKERS’ MEMORIAL DAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, last
month, during Workers’ Memorial Day,
we honored and remembered those
killed or injured on the job. It is a day
we reaffirm our commitment to work-
ers and their families to do all we can
to prevent these tragedies.

Forty-seven years ago, when the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration was established, an estimated
14,000 workers were Killed on the job.
By 2016, the number was reduced to
nearly 5,200. We have come a long way
in worker safety, but when more than
14 people die on the job every day—and
only 2.9 million work-related injuries
are reported annually even though the
real number could be as much as 7.4 to
11.1 million—more work needs to be
done. Clearly, the workplace remains
too dangerous. We owe it to America’s
working men and women to ensure
their safety, but too often, we are re-
minded of our failure to do so.

I want to talk about Pamela Knight,
from Dixon, in my home State of Illi-
nois. An employee of the Illinois De-
partment of Children and Family Serv-
ices, Pamela was asked last September
to check on the welfare of a child.
When Pamela arrived, sensing a dan-
gerous environment, she decided to re-
move the 2-year-old boy from the home
and place him in protective custody.
That 1is when the child’s father
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knocked her to the floor, kicked her in
the head, and continued beating Pam-
ela’s fractured skull. After this horrific
incident, she was airlifted to a hospital
in nearby Rockford, IL, where she un-
derwent two surgeries, but it was too
late. Pamela suffered permanent brain
damage and passed away about four
months after the attack. Pamela
Knight was 59 years old.

The job of our investigators and first
responders, like Pamela, at the Illinois
Department of Children and Family
Services is not easy. They are on the
frontlines to those in crisis, but we can
all agree, it should never be fatal. My
heart goes out to Pamela’s family,
friends, colleagues, and all our public
service workers protecting and serving
the most wvulnerable in our commu-
nities.

The theme of this year’s Workers’
Memorial Day was ‘‘Safe Jobs. Every
Worker’s Right.”” While the adminis-
tration attempts to walk back many
vital protections and existing safe-
guards for our workers, let’s recommit
ourselves in Congress to live up to
those words and provide the right
every worker deserves: a safe job. In
doing so, we can honor the legacy of
courageous Americans, like Pamela
Knight, who simply did her job.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
fighting for secure workplaces every-
where and once and for all, live up to
the promise of the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration’s mission
to assure the dignity of a safe and
healthy working condition for all
Americans. With the right commit-
ment, we can protect, strengthen, and
advance the gains we have made over
the last half century and make the
safety of all workers a reality.

———

CONFIRMATION OF ANNIE CAPUTO
AND DAVID WRIGHT

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate Annie Caputo
and David Wright on their confirma-
tion as members of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission.

Regrettably, it has taken almost a
year for the Senate to confirm these
excellent nominees. This is yet another
example of how broken the Senate’s
confirmation process is and why we
need to change the rules so we can
process nominees in a timely manner.

Annie and David will make out-
standing commissioners. For over a
decade, Annie has served as a top ad-
viser on nuclear energy issues to mem-
bers of the House of Representatives
and the Senate. She has worked on the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee and the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee, advising
the committees’ chairmen, including
former Chairman JIM INHOFE and, now,
me.

Here on Capitol Hill, Annie is consid-
ered the dean of nuclear energy policy.
More than any other staff member, she
knows the nuclear power sector. As a
nuclear engineer, Annie knows the
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physics behind nuclear power. She also
knows the challenges it faces and the
bright future it can have if we make
the right decisions here in Washington.
Likewise, Annie knows our Nation’s
nuclear regulatory agencies, especially
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
She understands how the NRC can be
improved, how it can be more respon-
sive to the public and its licensers, and
the best way to accomplish that goal.

Prior to becoming chairman, I found
Annie to be instrumental in helping me
conduct oversight of the nuclear indus-
try and the NRC. She was particularly
helpful following Fukushima. Since be-
coming chairman, I have seen how she
is an invaluable part of the Environ-
ment and Public Works staff. For ex-
ample, Annie was largely responsible
for drafting S. 512, the Nuclear Energy
Innovation and Modernization Act.
This is a bill that will help facilitate
the licensing of advanced reactors and
reform how the NRC collects fees from
its shrinking pool of licensees. It is a
bill that we need if this country is
going to allow nuclear power to suc-
ceed in the future. Last year, the com-
mittee passed this bill by a broad bi-
partisan vote of 18 to 3. It remains a
top priority of mine and is legislation
Congress should send to the president
by the end of the year.

Beyond the area of policy, I want to
thank Annie for the role she played at
the committee office. I want to thank
her for helping my other staff, espe-
cially the way in which she served as a
mentor to them. They are better staff-
ers for the time they spent learning
from and alongside Annie. I know other
Members of Congress in the House and
Senate feel the same way and share my
gratitude to her.

So congratulations, again, Annie.
Congress will be a poorer place without
you. But our loss will be the NRC’s
gain.

While I do not know David on a per-
sonal level, I also believe he will be an
asset to the NRC. For about a decade,
David served as a member and chair-
man of South Carolina’s Public Service
Commission. He also served as the
president of the National Association
of Regulatory Utility Commissioners.
David is held in high esteem among
those who work on nuclear issues.

Like Annie, he is a dedicated public
servant. I wish the two of them the
very best in their new roles on the
Commission.

Thank you.

———

MEMORIAL DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, this
Monday, we will celebrate Memorial
Day. Across our proud Nation this Me-
morial Day weekend, we remember the
men and women of our Armed Forces
who made the greatest sacrifice imag-
inable. Whether it was on the battle-
field of Antietam, the beaches of Nor-
mandy, or in the mountains of Afghan-
istan, thousands of Americans have
taken up the mission to defend our Na-
tion, ideals, and freedoms at home and
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