
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2921 May 24, 2018 
wife. Vaughn has been married to his 
wife, Candace, for more than 40 years. 
Together, they reside in Tulsa, OK, and 
they have two adult children, Hayden 
and Vaughn, Jr., and five grand-
children. Graham is also active in his 
community with charitable and civic 
organizations. He is a member of Lead-
ership Tulsa, the Rotary Club of Tulsa, 
and is a volunteer mentor to students 
of Celia Clinton Elementary School. 

The State of Oklahoma is proud of 
Vaughn Graham and wishes him and 
Candace well following his successful 
year as chairman of the Big ‘‘I.’’∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAINE EMPLOYERS’ 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor and recognize the Maine 
Employers’ Mutual Insurance Com-
pany, MEMIC, a workers’ compensa-
tion company based in Portland, ME. 
MEMIC was recently recognized as the 
best workers’ compensation company 
in the country according to a New 
York nonprofit that analyzes health in-
surance companies. A cause for cele-
bration in itself, MEMIC also cele-
brates its 25th anniversary this year. 

One of the greatest success stories in 
Maine’s history, MEMIC revolutionized 
workplace safety by focusing directly 
on case management and results. Prior 
to its incorporation, the workers com-
pensation system was in peril, nega-
tively affecting Maine’s economy and 
workplace environment. Insurance 
companies that offered workers’ com-
pensation were steadily bailing, as 
costs of writing policies increased. Li-
ability costs climbed as work-related 
injuries reached peak in the early 
1990s. MEMIC’s mission was founded on 
a need for change; both employees and 
employers need to feel protected from 
mishap and accidents. 

By prioritizing fair and equal treat-
ment of all stakeholders, MEMIC 
helped Maine’s economy avert a crisis. 
In 1993, Governor John McKernan, Jr., 
signed legislation that reformed work-
er safety and appointed a board of di-
rectors to set attainable goals and ac-
countability. By its third year, work-
place injuries in Maine had dropped to 
the lowest level in over 16 years, lead-
ing to a significant drop in premiums. 
By its fifth year, MEMIC was able to 
partially return investment capital to 
its policyholders with a promise to re-
turn the rest within the next 5 years. 
In addition to lowering costs, reducing 
fraud, and boosting the economy, 
MEMIC reinforced transparency, social 
accountability, and market stability 
for business leaders. That trend con-
tinues to this day when, in November 
2017, MEMIC announced that approxi-
mately 18,000 employers who purchased 
insurance through MEMIC would share 
in a $21 million dividend, the highest 
shareholder return in history, and a 
true reward for improving workplace 
safety and helping injured workers get 
well and back to work as soon as pos-
sible. That is money going directly 

back into Maine’s economy through 
private, public, and nonprofit sectors 
in all 16 counties. Since 1998, MEMIC 
has returned more than $240 million to 
Maine policyholders, a truly remark-
able track record and testament to its 
integral role and value in strength-
ening Maine’s workforce and economy. 

With a 25-year foundation of success, 
MEMIC’s current management and 
leadership team continue this strong 
commitment to a work environment 
conducive to innovation, as well as 
workplace safety and fair claims man-
agement. I commend MEMIC for its 
groundbreaking history, stabilizing 
Maine’s economy and revolutionizing 
the workers’ compensation industry.∑ 

f 

CENTENNIAL OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MICHI-
GAN 

∑ Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
today I wish to pay special tribute to 
the American Legion Department of 
Michigan, which this year is cele-
brating its 100th convention. 

When the American Legion was char-
tered by Congress 1919, its members 
were veterans of what was termed the 
War to End All Wars: World War I. 
They served alongside people like John 
F. Roehl, a former major in the Air 
Service and chief inspector for the De-
troit Department of Health, first com-
mander of American Legion Post 1 in 
Warren; Captain James Wilson, who 
was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross and received a citation for brav-
ery in action from General John Per-
shing, first commander of Post 36 in 
Kalamazoo; and Lilly Larson of 
Ishpeming, who served in the U.S. 
Army Nurse Corps and today is the 
namesake of American Legion Post 114 
in Greenwood. 

Today’s American Legion members 
have served on many fronts and in 
many capacities. However, they share a 
few key attributes with the American 
Legion’s very first members. They all 
have a deep and profound love for this 
country. They all have served in uni-
form with honor, and they all are dedi-
cated to continuing to serve their com-
munities, their country, and their fel-
low veterans. 

They do this in as many ways as 
there are American Legion posts in big 
cities, small towns, and rural areas 
across Michigan and across this coun-
try. 

Post 44 in Marquette sponsors a 
youth hockey team, which gives area 
young people a chance to stay active 
and involved during those months 
when the snow is a bit too deep in the 
Upper Peninsula to play American Le-
gion baseball. 

Post 459 in Grand Rapids teams up 
with organizations including the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center of Kent County 
to raise funds to support children who 
are victims of abuse and to build com-
munities where all young people are re-
spected and safe. 

Post 202 in Detroit has a strong focus 
on connecting young people in south-

east Michigan with educational and 
service opportunities, including Boys 
State, Student Trooper, JROTC, and 
college scholarships. 

Post 68 in Paw Paw hosts an ‘‘All 
Gave Some . . . Some Gave All’’ golf 
outing to raise money for items like 
Trackchairs, so that wounded Michigan 
warriors can continue to enjoy the ac-
tive, offroad life so many people in our 
State enjoy. 

Whether they are finding housing for 
homeless veterans, connecting sepa-
rating servicemembers with employ-
ment opportunities, supporting mili-
tary families, or inspiring the next 
generation of patriots, every day, 
American Legion members are doing 
all they can to build stronger commu-
nities and a stronger country. 

Their hard work and dedication is a 
testament to their organization and to 
the values that have been the founda-
tion of the American Legion from the 
beginning: love of country, respect for 
continued service, promotion of a 
strong national defense, and devotion 
to their fellow servicemembers and 
veterans. 

For a century, the American Legion 
has made sure that the voices of our 
veterans are heard and their service 
and sacrifice have not been forgotten. 
On its 100th anniversary, it is my honor 
to do the same for them. 

Thank you.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgeway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 9:50 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

S. 204. An act to authorize the use of unap-
proved medical products by patients diag-
nosed with a terminal illness in accordance 
with State law, and for other purposes. 

S. 2155. An act to promote economic 
growth, provide tailored regulatory relief, 
and enhance consumer protections, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2372. An act to establish a permanent 
community care program for veterans, to es-
tablish a commission for the purpose of mak-
ing recommendations regarding the mod-
ernization or realignment of facilities of the 
Veterans Health Administration, to improve 
construction of the Department of Veterans 
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Affairs, to make certain improvements in 
the laws administered by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs relating to the home loan 
program of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill, S. 204, was subse-
quently signed by the Vice President. 

The enrolled bill, S. 2155, was subse-
quently signed by the Acting President 
pro tempore (Mr. TILLIS). 

The enrolled bill, S. 2372, was subse-
quently signed by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The message also announced that the 
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. ARRINGTON) 
has signed the following enrolled bills: 

S. 292. An act to maximize discovery, and 
accelerate development and availability, of 
promising childhood cancer treatments, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1282. An act to redesignate certain clin-
ics of the Department of Veterans Affairs lo-
cated in Montana. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, May 24, 2018, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 204. An act to authorize the use of unap-
proved medical products by patients diag-
nosed with a terminal illness in accordance 
with State law, and for other purposes. 

S. 292. An act to maximize discovery, and 
accelerate development and availability, of 
promising childhood cancer treatments, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1282. An act to redesignate certain clin-
ics of the Department of Veterans Affairs lo-
cated in Montana. 

S. 2155. An act to promote economic 
growth, provide tailored regulatory relief, 
and enhance consumer protections, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5312. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Pydiflumetofen; Pesticide Toler-
ances’’ (FRL No. 9976–66) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 22, 
2018; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–5313. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revi-
sions to the Unverified List (UVL)’’ 
(RIN0694–AH54) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 22, 2018; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–5314. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Report to Congress on 
the Voluntary Commitments to Reduce In-
dustrial Energy Intensity’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–5315. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Re-
port to Congress: The Comprehensive Inven-
tory of U.S. Outer Continental Shelf Oil and 
Natural Gas Resources—2018 Update’’; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5316. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Illinois; Non-
attainment Plans for the Lemont and Pekin 
SO2 Nonattainment Areas; Correction’’ (FRL 
No. 9978–43–Region 5) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 22, 2018; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–5317. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Illinois; Volatile 
Organic Compounds Definition’’ (FRL No. 
9978–45–Region 5) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 22, 2018; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–5318. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; OR; Infrastruc-
ture Requirements for the 2010 Nitrogen Di-
oxide, 2010 Sulfur Dioxide, and 2012 Fine Par-
ticulate Matter Standards’’ (FRL No. 9978– 
47–Region 10) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 22, 2018; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–5319. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Rhode Island; En-
hanced Motor Vehicle Inspection and Main-
tenance Program’’ (FRL No. 9978–30–Region 
1) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on May 22, 2018; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5320. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; Louisiana; 2008 8-hour 
Ozone Maintenance Plan Revision for Baton 
Rouge’’ (FRL No. 9978–44–Region 6) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 22, 2018; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–5321. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval of California Air Plan Revi-
sions, Antelope Valley Air Quality Manage-
ment District’’ (FRL No. 9977–86–Region 9) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 22, 2018; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5322. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Ocean Disposal; Temporary Modifica-
tion of an Ocean Dredged Material Disposal 
Site in Massachusetts Bay’’ (FRL No. 9978– 
57–Region 1) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 22, 2018; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–5323. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulations and Reports Clear-
ance, Social Security Administration, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 

entitled ‘‘Extension of Expiration Date for 
Endocrine Disorders Body System Listings’’ 
(RIN0960–AI28) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 22, 2018; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5324. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Depart-
ment of State 2018 Civil Monetary Penalties 
Inflationary Adjustment’’ (RIN1400–AE50) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 22, 2018; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–5325. A communication from the Board 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm 
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Administration’s Semiannual 
Report of the Inspector General and the 
Semiannual Management Report on the Sta-
tus of Audits for the period from October 1, 
2017 through March 31, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–5326. A communication from the Board 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm 
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Administration’s Semiannual 
Report of the Inspector General and the 
Semiannual Management Report on the Sta-
tus of Audits for the period from October 1, 
2017 through March 31, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petition or memorial 

was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as 
indicated: 

POM–237. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of Ha-
waii urging the President of the United 
States and the United States Congress to 
mitigate the high, disproportionately ad-
verse impacts of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
of 2017 on Hawaii citizens by increasing fed-
eral funding of Hawaii housing initiatives; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 187 
Whereas, Hawaii’s cost of living is the 

highest in the nation; and 
Whereas, utility costs in Hawaii are 106.5 

percent higher than national average; and 
Whereas, housing costs in Hawaii are 103.3 

percent higher than the national average; 
and 

Whereas, the national median price of a 
single-family home is currently $241,700, 
while the median price in Hawaii is cur-
rently $772,000; and 

Whereas, experts estimate that Hawaii 
faces a shortage of five thousand housing 
units, illustrating the depth of the State’s 
housing crisis; and 

Whereas, the median age of a single-family 
home in Hawaii is between thirty to thirty- 
nine years old, which is disproportionately 
older than the median age in other states; 
and 

Whereas, the older age of Hawaii homes 
means homeowners often invest considerable 
amounts for repairs and upgrades; and 

Whereas, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 
reduces the debt amount eligible for the 
mortgage interest deduction from $1,000,000 
to only $750,000, and eliminates the tax de-
duction interest on home equity loans if the 
loan proceeds are used for purposes unrelated 
to the taxpayer’s home; and 

Whereas, many tax credits that benefit 
persons with lower incomes will sunset in 
2027, creating a more regressive tax system 
with higher tax liabilities for those who can 
afford it least; and 
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