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SENATE RESOLUTION 528—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 20
THROUGH MAY 26, 2018, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”

Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. CARPER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Ms. SMITH, Mr. KING, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, and Mrs. FISCHER) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 528

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance
to the health, safety, and well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas the public works infrastructure,
facilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals, including engineers and ad-
ministrators, who represent State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States; and

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 20 through
May 26, 2018, as ‘‘National Public Works
Week”’;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve—

(A) the public infrastructure of the United
States; and

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and

(3) urges individuals and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
and the American Public Works Association
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed—

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make
to the United States.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  529—PRO-
MOTING MINORITY HEALTH

AWARENESS AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL MINORITY HEALTH
MONTH IN APRIL 2018, WHICH IN-
CLUDE BRINGING ATTENTION TO
THE HEALTH DISPARITIES
FACED BY MINORITY POPU-
LATIONS OF THE UNITED
STATES SUCH AS AMERICAN IN-

DIANS, ALASKAN NATIVES,
ASIAN  AMERICANS, AFRICAN
AMERICANS, HISPANICS, AND

NATIVE HAWAIIANS OR OTHER
PACIFIC ISLANDERS

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. SCOTT,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SANDERS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WYDEN,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 529

Whereas the origin of National Minority
Health Month is National Negro Health
Week, established in 1915 by Dr. Booker T.
Washington;

Whereas the theme for National Minority
Health Month in 2018 is ‘‘Partnering for
Health Equity”’;

Whereas the Department of Health and
Human Services has set goals and strategies
to advance the safety, health, and well-being
of the people of the United States;

Whereas a study by the Joint Center for
Political and Economic Studies, entitled
“The Economic Burden of Health Inequal-
ities in the United States’, concludes that,
between 2003 and 2006, the combined cost of
health inequalities and premature death in
the United States was $1,240,000,000,000;

Whereas African American women were as
likely to have been diagnosed with breast
cancer as non-Hispanic White women, but
African American women were almost 41 per-
cent more likely to die from breast cancer
than non-Hispanic White women between
2011 and 2015;

Whereas African American women lose
their lives to cervical cancer at twice the
rate of non-Hispanic White women;

Whereas African American men are 60 per-
cent more likely to die from a stroke than
non-Hispanic White men;

Whereas Hispanics have higher rates of
end-stage renal disease caused by diabetes,
and are 40 percent more likely to die of dia-
betes, than non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas the HIV diagnosis rate among His-
panic men is more than 3 times the HIV di-
agnosis rate among non-Hispanic White men;

Whereas the HIV diagnosis rate among His-
panic women is more than 4 times the HIV
diagnosis rate among non-Hispanic White
women;

Whereas, in 2016, although African Ameri-
cans represented only 12 percent of the popu-
lation of the United States, African Ameri-
cans accounted for 44 percent of HIV infec-
tions;

Whereas, in 2015, African American youth
accounted for an estimated 55 percent, and
Hispanic youth accounted for an estimated
24 percent, of all new HIV infections among
youth in the United States;

Whereas, in 2016, Native Hawaiians and Pa-
cific Islanders were 1.6 times more likely to
be diagnosed with HIV than non-Hispanic
Whites;

Whereas Native Hawaiians living in the
State of Hawaii are 2.4 times more likely to
be diagnosed with diabetes than non-His-
panic Whites living in Hawaii;

Whereas Native Hawaiians and Pacific Is-
landers are 30 percent more likely to be diag-
nosed with cancer than non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas, although the prevalence of obe-
sity is high among all population groups in
the United States, in 2015, 44 percent of
American Indian and Alaskan Natives, 35
percent of Native Hawaiian and Pacific Is-
landers, 40 percent of African Americans, 32
percent of Hispanics, 29 percent of non-His-
panic Whites, and 11 percent of Asian Ameri-
cans more than 18 years old were obese (not
including overweight);

Whereas, in 2015, Asian Americans were 1.7
times more likely than non-Hispanic Whites
to contract Hepatitis A;

Whereas, among all ethnic groups in 2015,
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders had
the highest incidence of Hepatitis A;

Whereas Asian Americans are 2 times more
likely than non-Hispanic Whites to develop
chronic Hepatitis B;
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Whereas of the children living with diag-
nosed perinatal HIV in 2015, 64 percent were
African American, 15 percent were Hispanic,
and 11 percent were non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas the Department of Health and
Human Services has identified heart disease,
stroke, cancer, and diabetes as 4 of the 10
leading causes of death among American In-
dians and Alaskan Natives;

Whereas American Indians and Alaskan
Natives die from diabetes, alcoholism, unin-
tentional injuries, homicide, and suicide at
higher rates than other people in the United
States;

Whereas American Indians and Alaskan
Natives have a life expectancy that is 4.4
years shorter than the life expectancy of the
overall population of the United States;

Whereas African American women die from
childbirth or pregnancy-related causes at a
rate that is 3 to 4 times higher than the rate
for non-Hispanic White women;

Whereas African American babies are 3.2
times more likely than non-Hispanic White
babies to die due to complications related to
low birth weight;

Whereas American Indian and Alaskan Na-
tive babies are twice as likely as non-His-
panic White babies to die from sudden infant
death syndrome;

Whereas American Indian and Alaskan Na-
tives have 1.6 times the infant mortality rate
as that of non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas American Indian and Alaskan Na-
tive babies are 70 percent more likely to die
from accidental deaths before their first
birthday than non-Hispanic White babies;

Whereas sickle cell disease affects approxi-
mately 100,000 people in the United States,
occurring in approximately 1 out of every 365
African American births and 1 out of every
16,300 Hispanic births;

Whereas only 9.5 percent of Native Hawai-
ian and Pacific Islanders, 6.8 percent of
Asian Americans, 8 percent of Hispanics, 9
percent of African Americans, and 14 percent
of American Indians and Alaska Natives re-
ceived mental health treatment or coun-
seling in the past year, compared to 18 per-
cent of non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas marked differences in the social
determinants of health can lead to poor
health outcomes and declines in longevity;
and

Whereas community-based health care ini-
tiatives, such as prevention-focused pro-
grams, present a unique opportunity to use
innovative approaches to improve health
practices across the United States and to re-
duce disparities among racial and ethnic mi-
nority populations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the
goals and ideals of National Minority Health
Month in April 2018, which include bringing
attention to the health disparities faced by
minority populations in the United States,
such as American Indians, Alaskan Natives,
Asian Americans, African Americans, His-
panics, and Native Hawaiians or other Pa-
cific Islanders.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 530—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH AS AN IMPOR-
TANT TIME TO CELEBRATE THE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC
ISLANDERS TO THE HISTORY OF
THE UNITED STATES

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
CoONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. KAINE,
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