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able to see what is going on in this
building. So I knocked. There was a
sign up here. This is probably what ap-
pears in this picture. It says: If you
want to go inside, call this number. 1
asked people coming out: Can I come in
and talk to a supervisor? They pointed
to this sign. I called up, and they said
they would send out a supervisor to
talk to me. I waited 10 minutes and
called again. They again said a super-
visor would come out. I waited, and a
supervisor did come out, but he didn’t
want to talk to me, he wanted to talk
to the policemen he called.

Cop cars pulled up. He explained to
the cops that he didn’t want me on the
property. I explained that when I had
called, they said the supervisor would
be happy to talk to me. I had been
waiting for him, and in that sense, it
was an invitation to be there. I pointed
out that nobody asked me to leave the
property, but that invitation to leave
the property came soon enough there-
after.

Clearly the supervisor is under in-
structions not to share anything about
how many children there are or about
what is going on inside or any kind of
activity. This is coming from the high-
est levels. When I was at the processing
center, they told me that they were
simply doing what they are being or-
dered to do from DC.

So there it is. The Attorney General
and the President have created a new
policy—a policy we have never seen in
the United States of America of abus-
ing children, causing trauma to chil-
dren as a way to dissuade people from
actually exercising their rights under
our laws and under international laws
to present their case for asylum.

Here are the policemen coming to
talk to me. Here is the supervisor sug-
gesting to them that perhaps he didn’t
want to have a conversation with a
Senator trying to understand what was
going on inside.

We have had various cases in our his-
tory of child-snatching. There was an
article today in the New York Times
that was about child-snatching during
slavery, where children were ripped out
of the arms of their parents and sold to
far-away plantations, never to be seen
again. The article went on to talk
about child-snatching with Native
American Tribes, where children were
ripped out of the arms of their parents
to be sent off to who-knows-where.

It is not an acceptable practice of
any Kkind. It is morally bankrupt. It is
harmful. We do not harm children in
the United States of America in order
to increase our leverage, to dissuade
people from asserting their asylum
rights and getting an asylum hearing.
We do not do this—until now. It is mor-
ally bankrupt. It is so beyond wrong
that the administration is wrapping it
in secrecy, not allowing the press to
see it. I am talking about without cam-
eras—not something to violate the
children’s rights but to see what is
going on inside. And they will not
allow policymakers to see it. When
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something is wrapped in secrecy like
that, you know it is wrong. The admin-
istration knows it is wrong.

I call on my fellow Members here in
the Senate to make it very clear to the
administration that this is unaccept-
able. Every Member of this body and
the House has every right to visit de-
tention centers or any other immigra-
tion facility to see what is happening
so that we can debate it here. We
should hold a hearing in our HELP
Committee—Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions Committee—about what
is going on with the organization for
refugee resettlement and what they are
doing detaining these thousands of
children.

The reported numbers of children de-
tained by our government—ripped out
of the arms of families seeking asy-
lum—have gone up 20 percent in 1
month. Some 10,000-plus children are
being held at centers like this, foster
homes, other halfway houses, and so
forth around this country.

We have a responsibility in this
Chamber to get to the bottom of what
is going on and to put an end to it.

Thank you.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, at 11 a.m. on Tues-
day, June 5, all postcloture time on the
Wier nomination be considered expired
and the Senate vote on the confirma-
tion of the nomination; further, that if
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid on the table
and the President be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ZEID RA’AD
AL HUSSEIN

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
take a moment to pay tribute to the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein,
who some here also know from his
service as Jordan’s Permanent Rep-
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resentative to the United Nations and
as Jordan’s Ambassador to the United
States.

The High Commissioner has held his
post since September 1, 2014, and his
term will end on August 31, 2018. He has
carried out his responsibilities with ex-
ceptional courage, compassion, com-
mitment, and even humor, qualities
that are indispensable for any success-
ful U.N. High Commissioner. In so
doing, he has been the target of relent-
less attacks by government officials
who abuse their authority by manipu-
lating their countries’ electoral proc-
esses and security forces to arrest, im-
prison, abuse, and even assassinate
their critics, whether independent jour-
nalists, members of political opposi-
tion parties, or civil society activists.

In a speech delivered Tuesday at an
international conference marking the
26th anniversary of the Vienna Dec-
laration and Programme of Action,
adopted on June 25, 2003, in response to
the atrocities committed in the former
Yugoslavia, the High Commissioner
warned that human rights are under
siege in many parts of the world, in-
cluding Europe.

He said, ‘‘This anniversary could be
the occasion for a polite celebration of
the achievements of my Office over the
past two and a half decades—and they
are many. But today is not a time for
soporific complacency. Human rights
are sorely under pressure around the
world—no longer a priority: a pariah.
The legitimacy of human rights prin-
ciples is attacked. The practice of
human rights norms is in retreat. Here
in Europe, ethno-populist parties are in
the ascendant in many countries—fuel-
ing hatred and scarring their societies
with deepening divisions.”

No one should be surprised by this.
We see the consequences every day, in-
cluding in countries that are friends
and allies of the United States. Legiti-
mate dissent is labeled ‘‘terrorism.”
Those who defend human rights are
themselves maligned and targeted. Dic-
tators are feted, and their crimes are
ignored. Xenophobia and racism are
treated as legitimate responses to do-
mestic problems.

As the High Commissioner noted, it
is incumbent on each of us to defend
human rights and to counter those who
promote hatred and intolerance. What
is the alternative? Despotism. Fascism.
Isolationism. Forces and ideologies we
have resisted and fought against for
generations. We owe it to past and fu-
ture generations, as the High Commis-
sioner said, ‘‘to stand by our achieve-
ments and the advances which have
been made.” This is not only a moral
imperative for upholding the values
our country stands for and preserving
our international reputation, but a
pragmatic necessity for protecting our
interests at home and abroad.

I want to thank the High Commis-
sioner for his extraordinary efforts dur-
ing the past 4 extremely challenging
years. He has been a tireless, principled
defender of universal human rights,
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