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students. Recognizing budget constraints, 
the bill partially offsets the cost by reining 
in poorly-targeted and expensive loan for-
giveness programs. While I welcome debate 
over specific provisions of the PROSPER 
Act, I hope those are priorities that Demo-
crats on the committee can get behind. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, Mr. COOPER 
explains that there is a common mis-
conception about PROSPER that is 
being exploited, unfortunately, by 
many colleges and universities and our 
Democratic friends. 

He says: ‘‘The Congressional Budget 
Office score of the PROSPER Act did 
estimate a $15 billion reduction in stu-
dent aid over the next 10 years, but 
only on the mandatory side of the 
budget. Democrats and many in the 
media latched onto this number, which 
appeared on page 2 of the score, and ig-
nored what the other 35 pages said. But 
as I have read the entire CBO score, I 
can tell you that the PROSPER Act 
does not cut Federal spending on high-
er education.’’ 

‘‘The PROSPER Act expands the 
Federal Government’s flagship student 
aid program for low-income students, 
the Pell grant. To encourage timely 
completion, the bill provides a $300 
bonus to Pell grant students who take 
on more than a full-time course load. 
Most importantly, the bill makes sev-
eral regulatory changes aimed at ex-
panding both student and institutional 
eligibility for the program. As a result, 
under the PROSPER Act, an additional 
1.1 million students annually would re-
ceive Pell grants by 2027.’’ 

‘‘. . . you’ll find that the PROSPER 
Act will increase Federal spending on 
higher education by $12 billion over the 
next 10 years.’’ 

‘‘Changes to student loan repayment 
options are the largest single source of 
savings in the PROSPER Act. These 
changes mostly focus on limiting loan 
forgiveness, which in practice delivers 
its benefits mostly to graduate bor-
rowers with very large loans. The bill 
makes these changes while retaining 
income-driven repayment options for 
borrowers to ensure monthly payments 
remain affordable.’’ 

b 1215 
‘‘In conclusion, the PROSPER Act 

does not cut Federal higher education 
funding by $15 billion. It increases 
funding by $12 billion by making new 
investments in the Pell Grant program 
for our Nation’s most vulnerable stu-
dents. Recognizing budget constraints, 
the bill partially offsets the costs by 
reining in poorly-targeted and expen-
sive loan forgiveness programs.’’ 

I welcome the debate over specific 
provisions in the PROSPER Act, and I 
hope that those priorities are ones that 
the colleges and universities will get 
behind, and that our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle will get behind. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF RUTH 
HENRICHS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Ruth Henrichs, a 
dedicated public servant from my own 
district in Omaha, Nebraska. Ms. 
Henrich’s dedication to serving all peo-
ple and treating them with justice and 
kindness is a model for all. 

It was early in her career as the CEO 
at Lutheran Family Services when 
Ruth was profoundly moved by their 
mission statement, which is ‘‘To Ex-
press God’s Love for All People.’’ For 
Ruth, the most important word in that 
sentence is ‘‘all,’’ and for the next 41 
years of service, 33 of those years as 
the president and CEO, this mission 
was Ruth’s rock. 

Ruth received her bachelor in social 
welfare in 1972 and her master of social 
work in 1976, both from the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha. 

When she first started at Lutheran 
Family Services, Ruth walked into one 
of the treatment facilities and saw a 
man with a big tattoo on his arm that 
read ‘‘Born to Lose.’’ Ruth wondered, 
how many people come here every day 
with ‘‘Born to Lose’’ tattoed on their 
heart? At that moment, Ruth realized 
she was born to help others. 

Ruth’s list of accolades and awards 
include: Outstanding Young Women of 
America, Who’s Who of American 
Women, Social Worker of the Year, 
Champion for Kids and Families’ Life-
time Service Award, Women of Distinc-
tion Award, and the Milagro Award. 
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska 
recognized her 25 years of service by es-
tablishing the Ruth A. Henrichs Lead-
ership Development Fund. 

With a passion for helping all, Ruth 
has served many boards and organiza-
tions at all levels, from being a mem-
ber to chairperson. She has spent a life-
time dedicated to social service and 
her personal modus operandi: ‘‘To 
spend your life in service, to express 
God’s love for people.’’ That is what 
Ruth believes and that is what she has 
done for so long. 

Ruth has made a positive impact in 
our local community of Omaha, in our 
State of Nebraska and, indeed, our 
country. She has made an impact 
where it matters most, the lives of oth-
ers. 
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A COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
SOLUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to be re-
sponsible, to be accountable to the 
American public, and to deliver a com-
prehensive immigration solution. Be-
yond safeguarding our borders and ad-
dressing DACA, it is the responsibility 
of Congress to pass an immigration bill 
that provides a workable visa system 
for our farmers and all agriculture pro-
ducers back home. 

No one has worked harder or under-
stands this more than my colleague 
and former chairman of the House 

Committee on Agriculture, Mr. GOOD-
LATTE. His comprehensive immigration 
bill, Securing America’s Future Act, 
addresses this by reforming the current 
H–2A visa program. The bill replaces 
the outdated H–2A program with a new 
H–2C visa placing jurisdiction within 
the United States Department of Agri-
culture and the Department of Home-
land Security. 

It also allows our farmers to access a 
stable supply of workers year-round, an 
important change for our farmers that 
work 365 days a year. I have worked 
hard on this provision with Chairman 
GOODLATTE, and I am thankful for the 
time he took to listen to our farmers 
back home and incorporate many of 
their ideas and solutions into his bill. 

In Kansas, immigrants make the 
dairy industry run, they strengthen the 
farms that provide food on kitchen ta-
bles across the country and across the 
world, and it helped the Kansas agri-
culture industry become the inter-
national powerhouse that it is today. 
Our farms, our local economy, and all 
the groceries you buy depend on immi-
grant labor. To address our current 
farm labor crisis, we need to create a 
process that is easier to navigate and 
allows our farmers to access the labor 
pool they need. 

This Congress has focused on keeping 
our promises to be accountable, and 
now is as good a time as any, and is ac-
tually a great time, to bring immigra-
tion to the forefront and deliver for our 
constituents. Leaving this to the 
chance of a slipshod petition with zero 
chance of being signed by the President 
is simply not a solution. 

I am all in on finding solutions, and 
while I certainly understand the com-
plexity of this issue, this Congress has 
proved it can move mountains when, 
just a few months ago, we passed his-
toric tax reform. And we can tackle 
our Nation’s immigration policy by 
working together. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MAJOR GENERAL 
JOSEPH MARTIN 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Major General Joseph 
Martin, who serves as the Commanding 
General of the 1st Infantry Division 
back at Fort Riley, Kansas. I have had 
the pleasure of working with General 
Martin and his wife, Leann, over the 
past year and have found them to be 
exceptional assets to Fort Riley, as 
well as the entire community. Al-
though I am proud of their new jour-
ney, I was sad to hear they will soon be 
departing for a new post. 

General Martin graduated from the 
United States Military Academy in 
1986, alongside another fellow Kansan, 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. 

General Martin was commissioned as 
an armor officer and, after graduation, 
served in a variety of troop assign-
ments, including leadership within the 
Combined Joint Forces Land Compo-
nent Command in Iraq, where he 
partnered with Iraqi and Allied Forces 
to liberate Mosul. Most recently, he 
served as the Commanding General for 
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