June 5, 2018

It is clear right now, Mr. Speaker,
that post-secondary education is un-
workable for far too many individuals
trying to enter the workforce. Ameri-
cans deserve a better system that
works for them.

The PROSPER Act advances bold,
commonsense solutions that will trans-
form post-secondary education, better
serve students, protect taxpayers, and
set America up for long-term economic
success.

We are doing things in the bill that
colleges and universities asked us to
do. We are getting the Federal Govern-
ment out of the way by repealing out-
dated Federal regulations and prohib-
iting the Secretary from exceeding her
authority under the law.

Again, the institutions have asked us
for this. By doing this, everybody wins,
Mr. Speaker. The PROSPER Act sim-
plifies and improves Federal student
aid by moving to one grant, one loan,
one workstudy system, making it easi-
er for students to understand their op-
tions. The bill encourages institutions
to evolve, but holds them responsible
by rethinking the post-secondary edu-
cation accountability system.

The bottom line is this bill is about
getting people into jobs with the skills
they need to succeed. To do that, it
cuts through the morass of Federal red
tape, eliminates the maze of Federal
aid programs, and unleashes innova-
tion to a sector stuck in the 20th cen-
tury—I would argue maybe even the
19th century.

I am going to make one or two more
general comments about what PROS-
PER does, because I think it is so im-
portant that the American people un-
derstand what it is we are attempting
to do here.

Since 2007, Mr. Speaker, the pub-
lished in-state tuition and fees at insti-
tutions increased at an average rate of
3.2 percent beyond inflation. If that
had happened with the average auto-
mobile in this country, the average car
today would be costing $80,000, instead
of probably about $27,000. That is the
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inflation that has occurred in post-sec-
ondary education.

We have a 6-year completion rate of
only 54.8 percent. That is unacceptable,
Mr. Speaker. Every year that a student
is forced to stay in a college or univer-
sity is costing that student $68,000 in
lost wages and tuition and fees.

The numbers go on and on. Eighty-
one percent of parents say 4-year
schools charge too much. Fifty-four
percent of parents think 4-year schools
are accessible to middle class Ameri-
cans. In other words, many middle
class Americans have given up on the
hope of their child going on to school.

Only 13 percent of people in this
country believe college graduates are
well prepared for success in the work-
force. Fewer than two in five managers
believe college graduates are well-
equipped for a job in their field.

Mr. Speaker, as I said, I made my liv-
ing for a long time in education. I love
education. I want everybody to get a
great education. I know that it is the
ticket to success in this country. But
our current system is not working.
What we do with the PROSPER Act,
Promoting Real Opportunity, Success,
and Prosperity through Education Re-
form will give Americans a much bet-
ter chance to gain the skills they need
and be successful.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
3249, PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBOR-
HOODS GRANT PROGRAM AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2017; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 8, WATER RESOURCES DE-
VELOPMENT ACT OF 2018; AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 58%, ENERGY AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2019

Mr. WOODALL (during the Special
Order of Ms. FoxX), from the Com-
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mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 115-711) on the
resolution (H. Res. 918) providing for
consideration of the Senate amend-
ment to the bill (H.R. 3249) to authorize
the Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant
Program, and for other purposes; pro-
viding for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 8) to provide for improvements to
the rivers and harbors of the United
States, to provide for the conservation
and development of water and related
resources, and for other purposes; and
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 5895) making appropriations for
energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2019, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on June 5, 2018, she pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bills:

H.R. 3663. To designate the medical center
of the Department of Veterans Affairs in
Huntington, West Virginia, as the Hershel
“Woody”’ Williams VA Medical Center.

H.R. 4910. To amend title 38, United States
Code, to provide outer burial receptacles for
remains buried in National Parks, and for
other purposes.

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 10 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, June 6, 2018, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first and sec-
ond quarters of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DANIEL SILVERBERG, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 28 AND MAY 3, 2018

Date

Per diem !

Transportation

Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar

Name of Member or employee Country

Foreign
currency

equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

equivalent
or US.
currency?

Foreign
currency

equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Arrival Departure

4729
5/03

5/03
5/03

Saudi Arabia
Somalia

Daniel SIVEIDEIE ...veeeervereeeieereeeeeeeereeserei 1,450.00 11,983.00 13,433.00

Committee total 1,450.00 11,983.00 13,433.00

Lper diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
DANIEL SILVERBERG, May 7, 2018.
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