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Antonio to get your healthcare—what 
the act did and what we passed on a bi-
partisan basis allows veterans a choice. 
You can go see a local healthcare pro-
vider, and you can go to a local hos-
pital if they can provide that service 
quicker and more efficiently. 

We also provided for expanded care-
giver assistance. This is a big deal. The 
times I have been to Walter Reed vis-
iting Texans who were injured in Af-
ghanistan or Iraq, frequently that in-
jured servicemember had a spouse or 
family member who basically would 
have to give up their job in order to 
take care of their injured spouse. It is 
only right and it is only just that we 
provide expanded caregiver assistance 
to those individuals who do that. 

Finally, we have seen a crackdown on 
imported illegal drugs. As of April, the 
Border Patrol had seized 284 pounds of 
fentanyl—already greatly surpassing 
the total amount seized in fiscal year 
2017. I don’t have to repeat what a dev-
astating impact the opioid crisis—pre-
scription drugs or the alternatives, 
which are heroin and fentanyl—has had 
on our communities. 

These are just a handful of ways we 
are doing what the American people 
elected us to do. We put money back in 
their pockets. We rolled back regula-
tions. We strengthened our military. 
We have given healthcare flexibility to 
our veterans. We protected our commu-
nities from harm. The best part of this 
story is, we are just getting started. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, all postcloture time 
is expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Wier nomina-
tion? 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH), and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) are 
necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
YOUNG). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 95, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 113 Ex.] 

YEAS—95 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 

Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 

Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 

Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 

Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 

Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NOT VOTING—5 

Coons 
Duckworth 

Heinrich 
McCain 

Menendez 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Fernando Rodriguez, Jr., of Texas, 
to be United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Texas. 

Mitch McConnell, Tom Cotton, Roger F. 
Wicker, John Cornyn, Thom Tillis, 
Orrin G. Hatch, Roy Blunt, Mike 
Rounds, John Hoeven, Richard Burr, 
John Thune, Joni Ernst, Pat Roberts, 
John Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, Steve 
Daines, Chuck Grassley. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Fernando Rodriguez, Jr., of Texas, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of Texas, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH), and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) are 
necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 94, 
nays 1, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 114 Ex.] 
YEAS—94 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 

Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 

Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—1 

Hirono 

NOT VOTING—5 

Coons 
Duckworth 

Heinrich 
McCain 

Menendez 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 94, the nays are 1. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Fernando Rodriguez, Jr., of Texas, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota. 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for such time as I 
may consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MAKING PROGRESS TOGETHER 
Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I am so 

proud to be here. This is my first time 
speaking on the Senate floor, and be-
cause I represent the great State of 
Minnesota, I thought I would do the 
polite thing and start out by properly 
introducing myself. 

I came to Minnesota right out of 
business school, just married, with my 
husband Archie, in a beat-up orange 
car, and with a ton of student loans. 
Most people who have never been to 
Minnesota know us for our weather, 
but we have a thriving business com-
munity with a number of Fortune 500 
companies, and I got my start working 
for one of them: General Mills. 

The winters were every bit as cold as 
we had heard, but Archie and I fell in 
love with Minnesota anyway and, be-
fore long, we put down roots. We have 
two sons, Sam and Mason, and instead 
of just building a career, suddenly we 
were building a life. 
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I am so glad Archie and my dad Har-

lan, whose 88th birthday is this Satur-
day, could come to Washington to 
cheer me on today. 

So that is the story of how I became 
a Minnesotan. The story of how I 
wound up in the Senate really starts in 
1990. I had left General Mills and start-
ed a small business that I ran out of 
our house. Sam was 3, Mason was 1. It 
was a busy, exciting, and happy time 
for us. 

My parents had raised me to believe 
that if you are truly going to be part of 
a community, it is not enough to just 
pay your taxes and keep your lawn nice 
and say hi at the grocery store. You 
have to find a way to get involved in 
civic life. When I was young, they had 
been involved in local politics. So I 
looked around the community, where 
Archie and I had decided to raise our 
kids, and saw we had a State senator 
who was really out of touch with the 
values my neighbors and I shared. Not 
only that, but there was a young, ener-
getic candidate running against her, 
and he had young kids, just like we did. 

In those days, campaigns tended to 
put their focus on traditional neighbor-
hoods with single-family homes. I 
guess the idea was that if you own your 
own home, that probably means you 
are old enough to be likely to vote and 
invested enough in your community to 
really care about what is happening, 
but a lot of my neighbors lived in 
apartment buildings, and they had a 
lot to say about how they thought 
things were going, and frankly they 
were kind of tired of being ignored. As 
I have always seen it, if you really lis-
ten to people, you will find that every-
body has a story worth hearing, every-
body has a problem that is worth work-
ing to solve, and when it comes to 
making big decisions in the commu-
nity, everybody deserves a seat at the 
table. 

So I packed up the stroller with Sam 
and Mason, and we went off to organize 
in the apartment buildings. People 
were surprised to see me, but I had a 
great time. I got to know my neigh-
bors, asked a lot of questions, listened 
to their answers, and we built relation-
ships. The guy I was organizing for be-
came the first Democrat to win that 
seat in a decade. 

After that, I stayed involved in cam-
paigns and issues I cared about, espe-
cially when it came to women’s issues. 
My dad had been on the board of 
Planned Parenthood in Ohio, and I got 
a chance to work for Planned Parent-
hood in Minnesota. 

Then one day I got a call from the 
mayor of Minneapolis, R.T. Rybak. He 
had been in office for a few years and 
was working on a whole range of chal-
lenges, starting with an epidemic of vi-
olence among young people. R.T. is a 
really creative thinker, and he thought 
that if I could bring my business expe-
rience to the position of chief of staff, 
we could do some good work together. 
I was intrigued, so I made the leap. 

It was one of the best professional de-
cisions I have ever made. I loved the 

challenges of that job. Later, I held the 
same job for the Governor of Min-
nesota, Mark Dayton. 

Then one day, to my utter shock, 
Governor Dayton asked me to run with 
him and serve as Lieutenant Governor. 
I will be honest. That took a little bit 
of getting used to. When it comes to 
public service, I have always been a lot 
more comfortable with the service part 
than the public part, but that job in-
volved a lot of the same skills I used in 
my business career: building relation-
ships, looking for new solutions to old 
problems, creating coalitions to get 
things done, and it involved one of my 
favorite parts of politics, which is lis-
tening to people’s stories. 

A lot of times, when a big, powerful 
politician walks into a room full of 
people, everybody kind of clams up and 
waits for him to say what is on his 
mind. After all, that is why people 
came and, at the end, maybe he has 
time for a couple of questions before he 
has to run off to the next event, but 
there is rarely a chance for a real con-
versation. 

This is where being kind of a low-key 
person works to my advantage. I would 
come into coffee shops or community 
centers or even people’s homes, and I 
would introduce myself and ask people 
questions: What is going on with you? 
What have the last few weeks been like 
for you? What keeps you up at night? 
That is when people really start to 
open up. 

You know, it is one thing to go 
around the table at a forum and have 
someone say ‘‘healthcare is my big 
issue,’’ but when you are in someone’s 
living room and you are drinking their 
coffee—and we love coffee in Min-
nesota—you have met their dog, you 
get the chance to hear stories like this: 

I just went to visit my mom in a 
nursing home. She is 40 miles away. 
With the kids in soccer and karate and 
the school band, I am just so busy, I 
only get there a couple of times a 
month. The nurses are great, and they 
work so hard, but they only stay there 
for 6 months at a time because they get 
hired away by a big hospital system 
that can pay them more. So I worry 
that my mom is never going to get the 
same nurse for more than 6 months at 
a time. I wish there was some way 
these nurses could get paid more so 
they don’t have to leave. 

I can’t tell you how much these con-
versations mean to me, and so, when I 
was Lieutenant Governor, I made Min-
nesotans’ living rooms my office, and I 
spent as much time as I could just 
talking to people. I have always found 
that when you ask people what they 
think and then you really listen to 
what they say, instead of just waiting 
for the answer that you were expect-
ing, that is when you start to get a 
sense of what you can do to improve 
people’s lives. 

Now that I have this opportunity to 
serve the people of Minnesota in Wash-
ington, I am so focused on the issues 
that they tell me about when I am sit-

ting in their living rooms, around their 
family pictures, and talking about 
what is happening to them. 

The thing that keeps coming up in 
these conversations is a very simple 
but a very powerful idea; that is, free-
dom. In this country, you are supposed 
to have the freedom to build the kind 
of life you want—and not just the free-
dom but the opportunity. If you are 
putting in 16-/18-hour days and still 
struggling to make the rent and put 
food on the table, let alone pay for 
childcare or if you have a child who 
doesn’t want to go to a 4-year college 
and you have no idea how he or she is 
going to find a decent job out of high 
school or if someone in your family is 
sick and the cost of medicine is blow-
ing a gaping hole in your budget, well, 
then you are not getting that oppor-
tunity, are you? You don’t have that 
freedom. 

Minnesotans who aren’t getting that 
opportunity, who are being denied that 
freedom, deserve to have a voice here 
in Washington, and that is the kind of 
Senator I want to be. 

So this is the story of how I came to 
be here and what I want my work here 
to be like, but I am also well aware of 
the way the story sometimes gets told 
here in Washington, and it is not actu-
ally a story about me at all. Some-
times I am barely a character in the 
story. 

Instead, it is a story about a man 
who held this seat before me, a man I 
consider to be a good friend and a 
champion for the progressive values 
that brought me into politics, or 
maybe it is a broader story about how 
we should hold powerful men account-
able for their actions and about the 
hope so many of us have that this mo-
ment represents a turning of a tide. I 
get that. I understand that. 

My presence here in the Senate will 
always be seen by some as a symbol of 
a broader conversation we are having 
in this country today about the experi-
ence of women, so I want to give my 
perspective about that and say my 
piece about where I hope this conversa-
tion goes. 

My grandmother, Avis, was born in 
1898. This is Avis here, standing in the 
background with a cigarette in her 
hand. She was 17 years old when the 
suffragettes crashed Woodrow Wilson’s 
inauguration and demanded franchise, 
and she grew up to be the president of 
a small community bank in rural Indi-
ana at a time when such a thing was 
unheard of. Avis didn’t seize the bank 
in a hostile takeover or anything; her 
father owned the bank. He had three 
daughters, so the only way for him to 
keep that bank in the family was to 
pass it on to them. When he did that, 
instead of handing it over to their hus-
bands, what my grandmother and their 
sisters did was they went ahead and 
ran that bank themselves. 

Avis’s daughter, my mother Chris, 
was 33 years old the year that Griswold 
v. Connecticut was decided, confirming 
that married women had the right to 
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contraception and thus to control their 
futures. But when mom graduated from 
college a few years earlier, the options 
for women were still pretty limited. 
My mom wanted to be a journalist, but 
her father told her that she had better 
come out of school prepared for a ca-
reer that would allow her to take care 
of herself. Back then, that meant she 
could be a teacher, a secretary, or a 
nurse. Mom picked teacher. 

We lost my mom not quite 2 years 
ago to Alzheimer’s. She was such an in-
spiration to me, and I think she would 
have been an incredible journalist. But 
mom didn’t sit around and feel sorry 
for herself. Just like her mother before 
her, she was a fighter, and she figured 
out how to make the best possible life 
for herself and for the people she loved, 
no matter what the constraints anyone 
else tried to put on her. 

As for me, I was 16 the year Roe v. 
Wade was decided. I grew up in a time 
of incredible progress for women, and 
with women like my mother and my 
grandmother in my family tree, I be-
lieved it when my mother and father 
told me that I could do whatever I 
wanted to do when I grew up, which 
isn’t to say that I didn’t notice the way 
the world worked. 

It is interesting. I graduated from 
business school in 1984. That year, the 
big story among MBA types was about 
Mary Cunningham. Mary was a bril-
liant woman. When she graduated from 
Harvard Business School, the dean had 
said she might someday become Har-
vard’s first female graduate to become 
chairman of a noncosmetic company. 
That is what passed for a compliment 
back then. Indeed, she went on to be-
come one of the first women who had 
ever held a senior leadership role in a 
Fortune 100 company. But that is not 
why she was famous. Mary was famous 
because of gossip that she had slept her 
way to the top of the corporate ladder. 
That was the context for young women 
like me when we started in business. 

I remember that my graduating class 
in business school was about one-third 
women, and we all dressed like men— 
suits and white shirts and red power 
ties. We were dressing in a world where 
women could dream of professional 
success, but the best way to do that 
was to pass like a man. 

I have been fortunate in my career 
and in my life. I have always been sur-
rounded by strong women and thought-
ful men. I don’t have a horror story to 
share like the ones we have heard from 
so many women in the ‘‘me too.’’ 
movement or the millions of similar 
stories that have gone unheard simply 
because the men in those stories 
weren’t famous. But when you really 
listen to women, you begin to under-
stand the million little ways in which 
all women are made less and denied the 
opportunity to contribute to their 
communities and their country. 

The day that Governor Dayton an-
nounced he was appointing me to fill 
this Senate seat, I stood next to him 
feeling proud and excited and ready to 

serve the people of Minnesota. Why 
not? Here I was, with a graduate de-
gree, having worked at General Mills 
and started my own company, having 
managed 34,000 people and a multibil-
lion-dollar budget as chief of staff for 
the Governor and served as Lieutenant 
Governor. Then a reporter raised his 
hands and he asked: ‘‘So, do you think 
you’ll be able to do this?’’ Like a lot of 
women, I brushed it off. You learn to 
deal with stuff like this. 

The indignities are one thing, but 
there are also injustices that are hold-
ing women back, and a lot of them 
start with the policies that get made 
right here in Washington. There is the 
stuff that gets a lot of attention, like 
trying to defund Planned Parenthood, 
which millions of women rely on for 
healthcare, rolling back women’s ac-
cess to basic reproductive services, and 
standing in the way of equal pay for 
equal work. Then there is the stuff 
that you only really understand when 
you listen to the realities in women’s 
lives. The high cost of childcare isn’t a 
woman’s issue per se, but who winds up 
having to drop out of the workforce 
when a family can’t afford childcare? 
Women do. The high cost of prescrip-
tion drugs isn’t a woman’s issue per se, 
but who winds up shouldering the re-
sponsibility of caring for aging par-
ents? Women do. Just last month, the 
conservative majority on the Supreme 
Court decided that employers should be 
able to force workers into signing man-
datory arbitration agreements that 
prohibit them from going to court 
when they are mistreated. That isn’t a 
woman’s issue per se, either, but mil-
lions of women who are sexually har-
assed or abused in the workplace lost 
their ability to seek justice in the 
process. 

All of these things add up to a world 
in which women are unfairly denied 
that freedom I was talking about ear-
lier—the freedom to build the kind of 
lives they want. We may have moved 
past the days when that freedom de-
pended on your father or your husband, 
but much of it still depends on what we 
do here in Washington, and we are let-
ting too many women down. 

You don’t have to be a woman to care 
about these problems or to be part of 
the solution. In fact, Senator Franken 
led the fight to ban those mandatory 
arbitration clauses when he was serv-
ing in this seat. But the fact is, a lot of 
these problems have endured because 
women haven’t had a seat at the table 
here in Washington. 

I am the 51st woman to take the oath 
of office as United States Senator, but 
we have had 50 different Senators 
named Charles—and I mean no dis-
respect to my minority leader. Put an-
other way, nearly half of all the women 
who have ever served in the United 
States Senate are serving right now. 
You can slice and dice these numbers a 
million different ways. They are all so-
bering. But it is changing. Since I took 
the office, my friend from Mississippi 
became the Senate’s 52nd-ever woman 

and the 27th Smith. So instead of my 
place in the Senate reminding people of 
all the ways in which women have been 
held back from contributing in our 
country, I want it to be a reminder of 
the contributions women can make 
when we have the freedom to do so. 

One of the best things about my time 
here so far has been getting to know 
the other women in the Senate. Some 
of us are very progressive Democrats, 
and some of us are very conservative 
Republicans, but we get together once 
a month, and we listen, and we talk to 
each other, and we find a lot of com-
mon ground. 

My friend LISA MURKOWSKI and I 
have something in common. It turns 
out we both worked on the Trans-Alas-
ka Pipeline on the North Slope of Alas-
ka. I know I don’t look like somebody 
who worked on a pipeline, but after 
high school, I joined the union and 
spent a summer working in the kitch-
en—a kitchen in a construction camp 
on Prudhoe Bay. It was only an entry- 
level job—I wasn’t allowed to touch 
anything hot or sharp—but it was an 
interesting summer, and all these 
years later, it gave LISA and me some-
thing to talk about. Once we started 
talking about that, we found ourselves 
talking about something else we have 
in common: We both are really con-
cerned about the fact that kids in rural 
communities don’t have access to the 
mental health services they need. We 
have both met with too many parents 
and too many teachers who worry that 
kids are slipping through the cracks. 
So we decided to team up, and now we 
have a bipartisan bill to bring mental 
health professionals in the National 
Health Service Corps into more schools 
so more kids can have access to serv-
ices. 

The truth is, when women are em-
powered to contribute more fully, we 
all benefit. We have seen it in our econ-
omy for the last generation. We are 
seeing it in our politics, as women 
drive the resistance to policies that 
hurt working people and leave our chil-
dren vulnerable to gun violence. We are 
seeing it more and more here in the 
Senate. I am so proud to be a part of 
that. 

I know that I am going to always be 
known in part for the circumstances 
that brought me here, but I will tell 
you what I told that reporter when he 
asked whether or not I thought I could 
handle this job: Do not underestimate 
me. 

I believe that, as a woman and as a 
progressive and as a Minnesotan, I 
have a lot to contribute to this body, 
and I am so ready to do that work. I in-
tend to stand up to this administration 
when it attacks the values I believe in, 
but I am also ready to listen, to learn, 
and so ready to work with anyone who 
wants to expand freedom and oppor-
tunity for women and men across this 
country. 

I believe we can find ways to work 
together and make some progress for 
the people we represent. And I will tell 
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you something else: I believe we can 
actually enjoy doing it. I know that is 
not a trendy thing to say. I know we 
are supposed to come here and imme-
diately start complaining about how 
broken everything is, how horrible the 
other side is, and how much we hate 
these jobs that we spend all this time 
and money campaigning for. I have to 
say, I don’t get it. I think it is so amaz-
ing that we get to go out and talk to 
people about their lives and then bring 
their ideas and their concerns to the 
table here in Washington and try to 
figure out how to make progress for 
them. 

I grew up out West, in New Mexico. 
In fact, Senator UDALL and Senator 
HEINRICH tell me I am the only Senator 
currently serving who was born in New 
Mexico. Our town was informally di-
vided into two parts, and mine was one 
of the only White families in our neigh-
borhood, which was mostly populated 
by Hispanic families who had been 
there for generations. Most of the kids 
I grew up around spoke Spanish at 
home. So from a very early age, I grew 
up with this sense that everyone 
around me had something different to 
offer. 

My parents sent me to the public 
school in our neighborhood, and my 
school, frankly, lacked some of the re-
sources that the schools where more of 
the White kids went had. So my par-
ents got involved. My dad joined the 
school board, my mom volunteered, 
and they both devoted part of their 
lives to making things better. Do you 
know what? They loved it. They loved 
doing that work. 

I was raised to believe that the world 
is full of people who share the same 
hopes and dreams but have very dif-
ferent experiences and perspectives and 
that part of being a good citizen is to 
go out and listen to those different ex-
periences and perspectives and do your 
part to help and that it can even be 
fun. 

Maybe that is why Minnesota was the 
right place for me to go into public 
service. Minnesotans really love doing 
the hard work of democracy. We vote 
in higher numbers than anyone else. 
We love talking about the issues of the 
day in the checkout line of the super-
market, along with the weather, which 
we really love talking about. We al-
most always elect people who enjoy 
working to protect people’s lives, to 
improve people’s lives, and there is no 
better example of that than my friend 
and senior Senator, AMY KLOBUCHAR. 
She is effective because she doesn’t buy 
into the cynicism. She really believes 
that by listening to people and working 
hard to make a difference for them, 
progress is possible, and she proves it 
every single day. The same was true of 
my predecessor, Senator Franken, who 
brought not just wit but heart and pas-
sion to his work. It has been true for a 
long line of Minnesotans, from Hubert 
Humphrey and Walter Mondale to Paul 
Wellstone and Dave Durenberger. 

The other thing you learn when you 
spend a lot of time listening to Min-

nesotans is just how hard they are will-
ing to work to create opportunity for 
their families. They deserve a Senator 
who will work just as hard on their be-
half, and I am not just ready to do 
that, I am excited to do that. 

I know there will be some rough days 
here in the Senate, but what an honor 
to have the chance to do this work 
alongside all of you. With my mother 
and my grandmother beside me, I am 
so thrilled to be here, and I am full of 
hope about the progress we can all 
make together. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

CRUZ). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII, 
all postcloture time on the Rodriguez 
nomination be considered expired at 
2:15 p.m. and the Senate immediately 
vote on the nomination; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid on the table 
and the President be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:43 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, all postcloture time 
is expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Rodriguez nom-
ination? 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH), and the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 96, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 115 Ex.] 
YEAS—96 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 

Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Coons 
Duckworth 

Heinrich 
McCain 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Annemarie Carney Axon, of Ala-
bama, to be United States District Judge for 
the Northern District of Alabama. 

Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, John Cor-
nyn, John Kennedy, Richard Burr, 
Mike Lee, David Perdue, Steve Daines, 
James Lankford, Pat Roberts, Johnny 
Isakson, Jeff Flake, Lindsey Graham, 
Patrick J. Toomey, Marco Rubio, Tom 
Cotton, James E. Risch. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Annemarie Carney Axon, of Ala-
bama, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Ala-
bama, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk called the 

roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
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