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you something else: I believe we can 
actually enjoy doing it. I know that is 
not a trendy thing to say. I know we 
are supposed to come here and imme-
diately start complaining about how 
broken everything is, how horrible the 
other side is, and how much we hate 
these jobs that we spend all this time 
and money campaigning for. I have to 
say, I don’t get it. I think it is so amaz-
ing that we get to go out and talk to 
people about their lives and then bring 
their ideas and their concerns to the 
table here in Washington and try to 
figure out how to make progress for 
them. 

I grew up out West, in New Mexico. 
In fact, Senator UDALL and Senator 
HEINRICH tell me I am the only Senator 
currently serving who was born in New 
Mexico. Our town was informally di-
vided into two parts, and mine was one 
of the only White families in our neigh-
borhood, which was mostly populated 
by Hispanic families who had been 
there for generations. Most of the kids 
I grew up around spoke Spanish at 
home. So from a very early age, I grew 
up with this sense that everyone 
around me had something different to 
offer. 

My parents sent me to the public 
school in our neighborhood, and my 
school, frankly, lacked some of the re-
sources that the schools where more of 
the White kids went had. So my par-
ents got involved. My dad joined the 
school board, my mom volunteered, 
and they both devoted part of their 
lives to making things better. Do you 
know what? They loved it. They loved 
doing that work. 

I was raised to believe that the world 
is full of people who share the same 
hopes and dreams but have very dif-
ferent experiences and perspectives and 
that part of being a good citizen is to 
go out and listen to those different ex-
periences and perspectives and do your 
part to help and that it can even be 
fun. 

Maybe that is why Minnesota was the 
right place for me to go into public 
service. Minnesotans really love doing 
the hard work of democracy. We vote 
in higher numbers than anyone else. 
We love talking about the issues of the 
day in the checkout line of the super-
market, along with the weather, which 
we really love talking about. We al-
most always elect people who enjoy 
working to protect people’s lives, to 
improve people’s lives, and there is no 
better example of that than my friend 
and senior Senator, AMY KLOBUCHAR. 
She is effective because she doesn’t buy 
into the cynicism. She really believes 
that by listening to people and working 
hard to make a difference for them, 
progress is possible, and she proves it 
every single day. The same was true of 
my predecessor, Senator Franken, who 
brought not just wit but heart and pas-
sion to his work. It has been true for a 
long line of Minnesotans, from Hubert 
Humphrey and Walter Mondale to Paul 
Wellstone and Dave Durenberger. 

The other thing you learn when you 
spend a lot of time listening to Min-

nesotans is just how hard they are will-
ing to work to create opportunity for 
their families. They deserve a Senator 
who will work just as hard on their be-
half, and I am not just ready to do 
that, I am excited to do that. 

I know there will be some rough days 
here in the Senate, but what an honor 
to have the chance to do this work 
alongside all of you. With my mother 
and my grandmother beside me, I am 
so thrilled to be here, and I am full of 
hope about the progress we can all 
make together. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

CRUZ). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII, 
all postcloture time on the Rodriguez 
nomination be considered expired at 
2:15 p.m. and the Senate immediately 
vote on the nomination; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid on the table 
and the President be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:43 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, all postcloture time 
is expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Rodriguez nom-
ination? 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH), and the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 96, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 115 Ex.] 
YEAS—96 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 

Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Coons 
Duckworth 

Heinrich 
McCain 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Annemarie Carney Axon, of Ala-
bama, to be United States District Judge for 
the Northern District of Alabama. 

Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, John Cor-
nyn, John Kennedy, Richard Burr, 
Mike Lee, David Perdue, Steve Daines, 
James Lankford, Pat Roberts, Johnny 
Isakson, Jeff Flake, Lindsey Graham, 
Patrick J. Toomey, Marco Rubio, Tom 
Cotton, James E. Risch. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Annemarie Carney Axon, of Ala-
bama, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Ala-
bama, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk called the 

roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
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