
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2989 June 5, 2018 
invoke cloture on the nomination of 
Fernando Rodriguez, Jr., of Texas, to 
be United States district judge for the 
Southern District of Texas. Had I been 
present, I would have voted yea. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM P. GETTY 

∑ Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the retirement of 
William P. Getty as president of the 
Claude Worthington Benedum Founda-
tion. Since 1999, Pat has served as 
president of the foundation, and during 
his tenure, the region has been blessed 
with significant opportunities to grow 
and diversify the economy. 

Established in 1944, the Claude Wor-
thington Benedum Foundation issues 
grants primarily in West Virginia and 
southwestern Pennsylvania. The region 
served by the foundation is a tribute to 
the founder Michael Benedum’s native 
home of West Virginia and his strong 
connection to Pittsburgh, PA, where he 
built a successful oil and gas explo-
ration business. The foundation admin-
isters grants that support education, 
economic development, health and 
human services, and community devel-
opment. 

Pat’s leadership as president has fo-
cused on regional collaboration to cap-
ture economic opportunity. First and 
foremost, the discovery of the 
Marcellus, Utica, and Rogersville shale 
deposits have created tremendous op-
portunity for West Virginia, Pennsyl-
vania, and Ohio to not only explore 
these natural resources but to also cap-
ture more downstream value in affili-
ated sectors of the economy. Pat’s 
leadership in fostering a regional ap-
proach and cooperation between lead-
ers in the three States has been instru-
mental to creating initiatives like the 
‘‘Power of 32’’ site development fund 
and the tristate shale agreement that 
will help the region maximize the ben-
efit of this opportunity. In addition, he 
has been an invaluable partner and am-
bassador for the Appalachian Storage 
and Trading Hub project, participating 
in meetings with private sector leaders 
and government leaders to stress the 
importance of this project to the re-
gion. By working together, we can 
truly realize the potential for thou-
sands of new jobs and billions in pri-
vate sector investment. 

Pat’s contributions as president ex-
tends well beyond the energy sector. 
Under his leadership, the foundation 
has been a leader in focusing on the im-
portance of STEM education, advanced 
manufacturing, and transitioning the 
region to a more technology based 
economy. Each of these areas is a sig-
nificant growth opportunity for the re-
gion, while at the same time is a trib-
ute to the region’s history as a leader 
in manufacturing and developing nat-
ural resources. Pat has also been in-
strumental in working with commu-
nity, State, and Federal leaders to 

maximize Federal resources and part-
nerships to spur economic growth. 

I wish Pat the best in his retirement 
and hope that he enjoys this special 
time with his wife, children, and grand-
children. I know that he will remain 
engaged as an ambassador for West 
Virginia and the region.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE DALTON 
BROTHERS 

∑ Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, May 8 
of this year marked the 73rd anniver-
sary of the end of War II in Europe. It 
was a time to remember the sacrifice 
of over 400,000 Americans who were 
killed and over 650,000 Americans who 
were wounded while fighting to defend 
our freedoms. In that spirit, I would 
like to call attention to the story of 
one of my constituents, James Dalton, 
and his three brothers: Robert, Rufus, 
and Harry. These four brothers served 
in the U.S. military during World War 
II at the same time, which was ex-
tremely rare. Their story is remark-
able. 

The Dalton brothers, who I am happy 
to say are still with us today, were 
born in Charlotte, NC, along with their 
sister Sally. While three of the Dalton 
brothers still live in Carolina, James 
Dalton ultimately settled in Atlanta, 
GA. 

Robert Dalton, Jr., the eldest broth-
er, was deployed in 1944. He landed in 
France and served as platoon leader in 
Company I, 3rd Battalion, 121st Regi-
ment of the 8th Division. On September 
2, 1944, he was wounded in action. After 
recovering from his wounds, he spent 
the remainder of his time in Europe 
with the 29th Infantry Regiment and 
advanced to the rank of captain. After 
returning to the United States, he was 
discharged with the rank of major. Be-
cause of his service, he received a Pur-
ple Heart Medal, the Bronze Star, the 
EAME Service Medal with five Bronze 
Stars, and the World War II Victory 
Medal. 

James Dalton entered military serv-
ice in 1943 at the age of 20 and sailed 
for Europe in November 1944. He served 
behind the in the Rhineland and Cen-
tral Europe campaigns. He achieved 
the rank of technical sergeant and was 
decorated with the American Theater 
Service Medal, EAME Service Medal 
with two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and World War II Victory 
Medal. 

Rufus Dalton was deployed in Octo-
ber 1944, landing in Marseilles, France. 
His unit entered the line in the Vosges 
Mountains in November 1944. They 
were in constant contact with the Ger-
man Army until April 1945. At one 
point, Rufus was injured with a shrap-
nel wound to the head; yet he still re-
turned to his unit the next day. Rufus 
was awarded the Purple Heart and 
Bronze star for his service. 

The youngest of the four brothers, 
Harry, entered into military service 
the day before his 18th birthday in 1945. 
Harry entered the Naval Radio School 

and served at the Shelton Naval Sta-
tion in Norfolk, Virginia. He also re-
ceived the World War II Victory Medal 
and achieved the rank of yeoman third 
class. 

The sacrifice and service of these 
four brothers is laudable and so is their 
work in their communities after the 
war. Between them, the four brothers 
went on to hold leadership positions in 
business, the arts, charitable organiza-
tions, and their churches over the 
course of long and successful careers. 

I am proud to take this opportunity 
to honor the life and military service 
of one of my constituents and his fam-
ily. The story of the Dalton brothers is 
an inspiration to us all. I join the en-
tire country in thanking them for their 
service in one of our country’s darkest 
yet most heroic hours. 

Thank you.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO KYLE DENCKER 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
am honored to recognize Kyle Dencker, 
the Orange County Teacher of the Year 
from Timber Creek High School in Or-
lando, FL. 

Kyle thanked colleagues, mentors, 
and administrators for receiving this 
award and challenged educators to 
make computer science available at all 
of the county’s public schools. He be-
lieves every student should have the 
opportunity to take computer science. 

Colleagues say Kyle recruits students 
who traditionally avoided computer 
science, sometimes just by walking 
around campus, introducing himself 
and explaining why they might want to 
learn to code. He has earned national 
awards for his efforts to recruit young 
women into computer science and help 
them succeed in those classes. 

Many students have found success in 
his classroom, in State competitions, 
and in securing internships. He had 186 
students take advanced placement 
computer science principles last school 
year, and nearly 77 percent passed the 
AP exam, exceeding the national rate. 

Kyle has been a computer science 
teacher at Timber Creek High School 
for 9 years. In that time, enrollment in 
the school’s computer science classes 
has grown from about 30 students to 
nearly 400, making it the largest such 
program in the Orange school district. 
He has spent nearly a decade getting 
students to see past the stereotypes re-
garding computer classes. 

I thank Kyle for his dedication to ex-
panding computer science to students 
that were previously uninterested in 
this important subject. I express my 
sincere gratitude to Kyle and look for-
ward to hearing of his continued suc-
cess in the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JASON POOLE 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Jason Poole, the Clay County 
Teacher of the Year from Fleming Is-
land High School in Fleming Island, 
FL. 
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