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attain a degree. Since 2000, colleges and uni-
versities participating in Work-Study have
been required to use a portion of their federal
funding allocation for community service jobs.
While a variety of community service opportu-
nities can meet this requirement, many effec-
tive afterschool programs are not eligible.
Under this legislation, these programs would
become eligible for this existing allocation, en-
couraging students to participate in the pro-
grams.

By making it easier for college students to
help their younger peers through afterschool
programs, students of all ages—as well as the
schools they attend—come out ahead. | urge
Congress to pass the Students Helping Young
Students Act.

———
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Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 150th anniversary of the arrival of
the gannenmono, the first Japanese immi-
grants to Hawaii.

On June 20, 1868, the first Japanese immi-
grants to Hawaii landed in Honolulu harbor.
The Hawaiian government had asked its con-
sul in Japan, Eugene Van Reed, to recruit
contract laborers for work in the sugar cane
fields. Though the original intent was to gather
350 immigrants, Van Reed succeeded in re-
cruiting only 148 immigrants, of which 6 were
women. These became the original
gannenmono, or “first year people,” so named
because they emigrated on the first year of
the Meiji Emperor’s reign. Van Reed had se-
cured permission from the Shogunate govern-
ment for the gannenmono to depart, but the
new Meiji government declined to reconfirm
these passports, forcing the migrants to depart
illegally.

Work and life on the plantations proved to
be difficult for the gannenmono. Many of them
were craftsmen and displaced samurai unfa-
miliar with agricultural labor. Conditions on the
plantations were also harsh. Work was both
tedious and monotonous, living conditions
were poor, the pay was hardly sufficient and
disproportionately lower for Japanese workers
than for laborers of other ethnic groups, and
the plantation overseers were often physically
abusive. When the Japanese government
heard that its citizens were being mistreated,
it recalled the gannenmono. However, about
100 of the original group chose to remain in
Hawaii, where they settled and intermarried
with the locals. For the next seventeen years,
the Japanese government refused to endorse
any policy of organized immigration to Hawaii.

However, the need for cheap labor on the
sugar cane plantations and the declining Na-
tive Hawaiian population made the need for
Japanese immigrants ever more urgent. In
1881, King David Kalakaua visited Japan dur-
ing his world tour and made an appeal to the
Meiji Emperor for Japanese immigration to Ha-
waii and closer ties between the two countries.
Negotiations over immigration led the Hawai-
ian government to promise increased wages
and improved working conditions for Japanese
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workers in future contracts. The first contract
labor immigrants from Japan arrived in Hawaii
in 1885, beginning a new wave of Japanese
immigration. In 1884, the Kingdom of Hawaii
reported 116 residents of Japanese descent in
its census. By 1900, the Territory of Hawaii re-
corded over 60,000 people of Japanese de-
scent, most of whom were unskilled male la-
borers.

Unfortunately, the arrival of Japanese immi-
grants triggered xenophobic  sentiments
among those concerned with labor competition
and racial purity, leading the United States
federal government to restrict Japanese immi-
gration. These nativist movements were
strongest in California, where many Japanese
and Asian immigrants settled. Under the Gen-
tlemen’s Agreement of 1907, the United
States promised not to impose any immigra-
tion restrictions if Japan ended its emigration
programs. However, the Immigration Acts of
1924 codified the suspension of Japanese im-
migration by ending immigration of all aliens
ineligible for citizenship—a de facto ban on
Asian immigration not lifted until the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act of 1952.

Immigration was just the first of many chal-
lenges Japanese Americans faced. The Japa-
nese immigrants had difficulty integrating into
local communities due to persistent prejudice
and systemic hostility by neighbors and local,
state, and federal governments. During the
Second World War, over a hundred thousand
Japanese Americans, the majority of whom
were United States citizens, were forcibly relo-
cated and incarcerated due largely to the mis-
taken notion that they would be more loyal to
Japan than to the United States. Even today,
stereotypes of Japanese Americans as per-
petual aliens persist, even if the United States
is the only country most Japanese Americans
have ever known and called home.

This anniversary of the arrival of the
gannenmono reminds us of the difficult his-
tories of Japanese American immigration and,
in a broader sense, the immigration of other
racial, ethnic, and religious groups to the
United States. In examining our public dis-
course on immigration today, we see that we
do not live in a unique moment in our coun-
try’s history. Too often in our past have we
closed our doors to those seeking a better fu-
ture in the United States. Even after settling
here, these immigrants often face prejudice
and other challenges in integration. Yet,
through their many sacrifices, perseverance,
and resilience, through their hard work to earn
their stead in America, they became Ameri-
cans. Ours is a country not of a single race,
ethnicity, language, or culture, but of shared
values and beliefs. We are united by our com-
mon faith in democracy, confidence in equal
justice, and aspirations for a better future. No
one today can dispute the positive impact the
Japanese American community has made on
American life and society.

A hundred and fifty years ago, a small ship
of immigrants seeking new lives set sail from
their homes for a far-away land. For the vast
majority of us in the United States today, this
is how our stories and those of our ancestors
begin. By learning and remembering the his-
tories of Japanese Americans and other com-
munities that immigrated to this country, we
become wiser in crafting our national attitudes
and policies towards those seeking better fu-
tures for themselves and their families in
America today. We must be an example for
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future generations to act wisely and honorably,
informed by our own history as a country. Mr.
Speaker, | ask my distinguished colleagues to
join me in honoring the gannenmono and re-
membering their story today.
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, lately
Houston has become synonymous with flood-
ing, but seven years ago a devastating
drought caused our beloved Memorial Park to
lose nearly 80 percent of its thousands of
trees.

Maybe you've never heard of Memorial
Park. It is Houston’s largest public space; its
haven in the heart of Houston—and almost
double the size of New York’s Central Park.
Daily commuters drive through winding, wood-
ed roads, free of billboards and businesses,
as they head to work. The park’s 600-acre
urban wilderness is one of the largest centrally
located urban forests in the country. Memorial
Park is also remarkable because it is home to
Camp Logan, the only former World War |
training camp site in the United States that is
not completely developed.

The 2011 drought underscored the need to
fast-track Memorial Park’s Master Plan to cre-
ate the best urban park in America. This
month Houston’s Kinder Foundation granted
$70 million to this effort and energized the
park’s public and private partners to invest up
to $205 million more. These efforts will take
the Master Plan from proposal to reality in just
10 years and enhance and protect Memorial
Park for today and for generations to come.

The restoration will be directed by the Me-
morial Park Conservancy, Houston Parks and
Recreation Department, and Uptown Develop-
ment Authority. These partners have set new
standards in green space planning and public-
private funding partnerships.

Kinder Foundation’s inspiring public-private
partnerships have changed Houston’s color
palette from gray to green. Some of their land-
mark successes include Discovery Green, Buf-
falo Bayou Park, and Bayou Greenways 2020.
Their legacy continues with Memorial Park.
Kinder Foundation chairman Rich Kinder said
Memorial Park will now reach its full potential
and include a signature land bridge, a restored
prairie ecology, natural storm drainage and re-
tention systems, in addition to adding over 30
miles of trails for hiking, biking, running, and
equestrian use.

Many joggers, runners and walkers hit the
park’s trail daily to make the nearly three-mile
loop. | know this park well, Mr. Speaker. In my
past life as a criminal court judge, | took to the
gravel trail for my daily run, as later did my
kids. | can’t tell you how many miles I've run
in Memorial Park, but | can tell you it's no
overstatement to say the Kinder's grant along
with the day-to-day work by its partners will
save this cherished haven in Houston.

And that’s just the way it is.
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