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academic calendar from a quarter system to a 
semester system, offering students more time 
to focus on the demands of their curriculum. 
Upon the opening of the CSUB Children’s 
Center, Mr. Mitchell donated his own money to 
furnish improvements to the center so that 
CSUB’s students could attend courses know-
ing that their children would receive the best 
quality childcare a university could offer. For 
some, work is a means to a paycheck, but Dr. 
Mitchell’s care and concern for the students 
and faculty at CSUB and the Bakersfield com-
munity was a labor of love and dedication. 

Mr. Speaker, we join friends, family, stu-
dents, and faculty of California State Univer-
sity, Bakersfield, and the entire California 
State University System, in thanking Dr. Mitch-
ell for his commitment to bettering the stand-
ard of education in the Bakersfield community 
and beyond. A man who made Bakersfield his 
home for 14 years, Dr. Mitchell saw the best 
that our community had to offer and, in turn, 
made it his goal to give back to that commu-
nity. It has been an honor to count Dr. Mitchell 
as one of our friends, and we will always 
value the advice and guidance he dispensed 
over the years on everything from education 
policy to community volunteerism. After many 
years in public service, we know that Dr. 
Mitchell looks forward to spending more time 
with his wife, Barbara, his children, and his 
grandchildren. Horace will be missed in the 
world of CSUB, but we salute his lifetime of 
service on behalf of our community. We wish 
him the best as he begins this new chapter of 
his life. 
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Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate a constituent in my district who 
went above and beyond to serve our commu-
nity. Jewel Scott began her work nearly two 
decades ago in Missouri’s Fifth Congressional 
District, which I proudly represent. Further-
more, her efforts and contributions to the re-
gion are nothing short of remarkable. 

Of her many accomplishments, Scott is 
most known for her work with the Civic Coun-
cil of Greater Kansas City, an organization of 
chief executive officers representing various 
influential companies in the area. After serving 
as the Director of Research and Planning, 
Scott was named the Executive Director of the 
Civic Council in 1994. Since then, Scott has 
spearheaded a myriad of projects and initia-
tives focused solely on the council’s four main 
objectives: innovation economy, human cap-
ital, vibrant communities, and leadership de-
velopment. She has worked tirelessly to up-
hold the organization’s standards and mission 
of accelerating growth in the region’s pros-
perity and quality of life. 

Aside from her work with the Civil Council, 
Scott boasts a lifelong career of community 
based innovation and development through 
her multifaceted involvement. with various or-
ganizations within the Greater Kansas City 
area. Currently, she occupies a seat on the 
Missouri biotechnology association executive 
committee and is on the board of directors for 

both the University of Kansas Advancement 
Board and the Kansas City Convention and 
Visitor’s Association. 

Although she would be the last to admit it, 
it is my personal belief that her benevolent 
ambition and persevering dedication has made 
a profound impact on the community as a 
whole. Therefore, it is with a sense of bitter-
sweet pride that the community must now con-
gratulate Scott on her retirement from the 
Civic Council of Greater Kansas City. I speak 
on the behalf of the entire district when I say 
thank you Ms. Jewel Scott. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me and all of Mis-
souri’s Fifth Congressional District in express-
ing our sincerest congratulations to Jewel 
Scott for her monumental achievements in her 
community and her tireless efforts in pro-
moting education, innovation, and commerce, 
not only within her city limits, but throughout 
the state. I urge all my colleagues and fellow 
citizens across the country to join me in show-
ing our appreciation to Ms. Jewel Scott’s ac-
complishments and service. 
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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
recognition of Melody Herzfeld from Parkland, 
Florida, for being named the fourth recipient of 
The Tony Awards and Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity’s Excellence in Theater Education 
Award. Under her guidance, her students have 
been able to turn to music and theatre to com-
bat the tragedy that they suffered. 

Ms. Herzfeld is the director of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School Drama De-
partment, where she has been teaching drama 
since 2003. In that time, she has been respon-
sible for putting on over 50 productions. Her 
theatre program, Children’s Theatre Project, 
has received numerous Critics Choice awards 
and South Florida Cappies, which celebrate 
excellence in regional student theatre and 
journalism. 

On February 14, as the tragic events un-
folded at their school, Ms. Herzfeld hid 65 of 
her students in her office for two hours. Since 
then, we have seen her students demand their 
own space on the national stage. While some 
began to speak out and call for reforms, oth-
ers turned to theatre and music to make their 
voices heard. Ms. Herzfeld’s students per-
formed their original song titled, ‘‘Shine,’’ for 
national audiences at the CNN Town Hall on 
February 21 and at the March for Our Lives 
on March 24. 

Mr. Speaker, the Excellence in Theater Edu-
cation Award recognizes a K–12 theatre edu-
cator in the U.S. who has demonstrated mon-
umental impact on the lives of students and 
who embodies the highest standards of the 
profession. This is why it is no surprise to us 
that Ms. Herzfeld was selected to receive this 
award by a panel of judges comprised of the 
American Theatre Wing, The Broadway 
League, Carnegie Mellon and other leaders 
from the theatre industry. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask this body to recog-
nize Ms. Herzfeld for her endless dedication to 
both her students and the arts. 

Melody Herzfeld represents the kindness 
and warmth that I see from teachers across 

the State of Florida. We thank her for her out-
standing leadership and guidance during such 
a difficult time. 

f 

GEORGIA INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this year 
we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the First Republic of Georgia. 
Georgia first declared independence from 
Russia in 1918 and was free of Moscow’s 
shackles till the Red Army invasion in 1921. 

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Georgia 
once again gained independence and has 
since been a beacon of hope in a region full 
of turmoil and corruption. Their faithful commit-
ment to a strong democracy with free and fair 
elections serves as a shining example for 
other countries in Eastern Europe. 

Georgia has become one of the most val-
ued partners of the United States and the Eu-
ropean community. Russia however does not 
respect Georgia’s independence and has oc-
cupied large portions of its territory since 
2008. 

The hungry Russian Bear wants a return to 
its imperial days. The Kremlin will not stop 
until all former Soviet republics return to its 
orbit. 

The United States must remain dedicated to 
upholding Georgia’s sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity, and independence. So that in another 
hundred years, we will still be standing side- 
by-side with a democratic and prosperous 
Georgia. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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CONGRATULATING THE UNITED 
STATES MERCHANT MARINE 
ACADEMY 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy, located in Kings Point, in my Con-
gressional district, for 75 years of dedicated 
service to our country. 

Acta Non Verba—the school’s motto—Acta 
Non Verba, that’s deeds not words, something 
we all need to strive for. 

The midshipmen and graduates of the 
Academy have exemplified this school’s motto 
by faithfully serving the United States in times 
of war and peace and for that we are eternally 
grateful. 

Since its founding in 1943, the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Academy has developed a rich 
history of military and maritime service. It’s the 
only service academy whose students engage 
in combat during times of war. 

In fact, 142 of its students gave their lives 
on behalf of our country during World War II. 
In 1974, the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 
became the first service academy to admit 
women. 

After the 9–11 terrorist attacks, staff and 
midshipmen evacuated civilians from Lower 
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