June 7, 2018

the next big thing. That is why it is ex-
tremely important for our students to
learn about computer science at an
early age. The CS Roadshow helped
kids build their own fun stories using
Scratch, which is an introductory cod-
ing tool.

Our students today are exposed to
technology at such an early age, but
don’t necessarily get to learn about
why computer science should be an im-
portant part of their lives, both now
and in the future. The CS First
Roadshow teaches students about the
importance of STEM education and
uses interactive activities to teach
them coding basics.

Hopefully, this experience instilled a
newfound passion for computer science
in these students, and I think it did
just that. I could tell from the joy on
their faces and the fun that they were
having with their partners that they
truly were beginning a journey with
computer science.

Mr. Speaker, currently there are
more than 500,000 open computing jobs
in the United States. In Pennsylvania
alone there are more than 17,800 open
computing jobs—that is 3.4 times the
State average demand rate—and only
2,969 computer science graduates.

By the year 2020, the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics predicts there will be
1 million more computer science jobs
than graduating students who qualify
for the jobs. And only 10 percent of K-
12 schools in the United States offer
computer science classes, which is a
statistic that we must improve.

I look forward to checking back in
with the DuBois Area Middle School at
the start of the next school year to see
how it can expand upon and grow more
of an interest in computer science pro-
grams for our young learners. After all,
they are our future.

——————

THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S
APPROACH TO TRADE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak about the administration’s ap-
proach to trade and the pain that we
are already feeling due to the short-
sighted and poorly-considered decisions
that have been made.

Since the administration announced
its plans in March to use wide-ranging
tariffs to address trade imbalances, I
have been warning the President and
the Nation that this is a wrongheaded
approach. So many of my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle, I believe,
agree.

We all want to see American jobs se-
cure and increase opportunities for our
economy; that is without doubt. But
raising broadly-defined tariffs will do, I
believe, just the opposite. We all know,
or at least most of us know, that the
most likely effect of raising tariffs will
be other countries adjusting their
trade measures to protect their econo-
mies and their industries and their
workers.
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Let’s realize that, in the global econ-
omy that we live in today, most coun-
tries have leverage. I hope the Presi-
dent realizes this. And what happens as
a result? We have a trade war. That is
where we are going, and I have been
saying since March, no one, Mr. Speak-
er, no one wins in a trade war; which is
why both Republicans and Democrats
have publicly expressed grave concerns
with the administration’s tariff-based
approach to trade.

But beyond the warnings and con-
cerns, Mr. Speaker, we are now feeling
the negative impacts of the adminis-
tration’s approach. Without a doubt,
our country is beginning to engage in
these stages of a trade war.

Tariffs, for example, on California
agriculture products are already in
place. Forty-four percent of Califor-
nia’s agriculture economy, which is the
number 1 agricultural State in the Na-
tion, 44 percent of it is based upon
international trade. Almonds, wine,
pistachios, citrus, all face increased
tariffs on exports to China, and that is
just the start. It is also taking place in
Mexico and Canada.

I met with a California almond proc-
essor yesterday who told me that, as a
result of these tariffs, the Chinese buy-
ers are staying away from the table. He
told me that this time of the year he
usually has sold a significant portion
of his harvest to Chinese buyers, but
because of the uncertainty of these tar-
iffs he hasn’t sold a single pound.

Mr. Speaker, the retaliatory tariffs
imposed in reaction to this administra-
tion’s steel and aluminum tariffs are
already impacting the California agri-
culture economy, which, again, 44 per-
cent of it is based upon international
trade, and it is hurting our relation-
ships with many of our allies in Eu-
rope, as well as our neighbors to the
north and to the south.

Yes, there are trade imbalances in
the global market we live in, and we
should address them. There is bipar-
tisan agreement we should address
them. But the way to address these
trade imbalances is through successful
re-negotiation of NAFTA, negotiating
trade agreements with our European
and Pacific Rim allies. That is the way
to deal with the trade imbalances.

We cannot address trade imbalances
or arrive at mutually beneficial agree-
ments through trade wars, plain and
simple. What’s more, the President and
the Congress must work together on
trade agreements.

Based upon where we are today, it
looks like it will require us in Congress
to re-assert our constitutional author-
ity and responsibility to regulate inter-
national trade agreements. That is
part of our job. This will take hard
work, bipartisan negotiations, and seri-
ous policy deliberations which, in turn,
requires that we overcome our partisan
division and come together as Amer-
ica’s Congress.

I call on my colleagues today to join
me in real negotiations, in real bipar-
tisan work, and in the type of policy
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deliberations that our Nation needs
and that America deserves. We can do
this and we must do this.

Our country currently is being led by
this administration into a very real
trade war, but it is not too late to stop
it, and it is Congress’ responsibility,
frankly, to say, time out. Let’s sit
down and work together with our allies
in Europe, our neighbors to the north
and to the south of us, and in the Pa-
cific Rim, to do what is right, and that
is to ensure that we protect American
workers, American industries, Amer-
ican agriculture, and, yes, that we
don’t engage in a trade war that will
lead to no good end.

We can fix this trade imbalance, and
we should, and we must assert our-
selves.

RECOGNIZING THE INCREDIBLE
CAREER OF GLEN POST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the incredible ca-
reer of CenturyLink CEO, Glen Post.
Glen is retiring after 42 years with the
company. He spent 26 of these years as
the CEO, a feat recognized recently by
Fortune Magazine, as Glen is one of the
longest-serving CEOs in the Nation.

CenturyLink has been an incredible
growth company under Glen’s leader-
ship, expanding from 3,000 employees to
more than 65,000. It is now the third
largest communications service pro-
vider in the United States, a corner-
stone of his legacy.

It is quite a story for a small, rural,
family-owned telephone company that
started up in the 1930s by Clarke Wil-
liams. The company’s original prin-
ciples, fairness, honesty, integrity,
commitment to excellence, faith, posi-
tive attitude, respect, and persever-
ance, have remained the guiding goals
under Glen’s leadership.

Like his company, Glen got his start
in north Louisiana. He earned his bach-
elor’s degree and a master’s degree
from Louisiana Tech University in
Ruston, Louisiana.

He received the Louisiana Tech Col-
lege of Business Distinguished Alumni
Award in 1991, the Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity Tower Medallion Award in 1997,
and the DeGree Enterprises Lifetime
Achievement Award in Business in
2003.

In addition to his career achieve-
ments, he has provided invaluable ad-
vice to the United States Government
as a member of the President’s Na-
tional Security Telecommunications
Advisory Committee. He has also
chaired the Communications, Security,
Reliability, and Interoperability Coun-
cil in 2012 and 2013.

As a native of Farmerville, Lou-
isiana, Glen is a north Louisiana duck
hunting, country boy at heart.

CenturyLiink now operates in 60
countries and sees revenues in the bil-
lions of dollars, yet, it remains
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headquartered in Monroe, Louisiana,
not far from where Glen grew up as a
boy. Maintaining the headquarters in
north Louisiana is a testament to
Glen’s commitment to his home and
his State that he loves.

By growing CenturyLink Ilocally,
Glen has provided incredible opportuni-
ties for Monroe and Louisiana. Having
such a large company in our backyard
recruits talent to our region, yields
higher wages, and attracts other com-
panies that provide complementary
services within the communications in-
dustry which, in turn, produces even
more jobs.

We can build on the success of
CenturyLink. Coupled with the innova-
tive cyber initiatives at Louisiana
Tech and Barksdale Air Force Base in
Bossier City, Louisiana’s Interstate 20
corridor can help lead our Nation into
the future as we continue to develop
cutting-edge technologies.

I want to thank Glen for his dedica-
tion to our region and his role in help-
ing us grow. His career shows how far
you can go with hard work, integrity,
and commitment, and it is proof that
you can achieve great things no matter
where you come from.

Today, I am proud to acknowledge
the change that Glen Post and
CenturyLink have brought to north
Louisiana, and I wish Glen a very
happy and relaxing retirement. It is
well-deserved.

THE TRUMP BUSINESS MODEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, as you
know, Members of this House disagree
on a whole range of topics, but one rare
point of bipartisan agreement concerns
the ZTE Corporation.

We have all heard complaints about
the theft of trade secrets by ZTE and
other major Chinese companies. We all
know that when American companies
are forced into licensing and disclosure
agreements with Chinese State-owned
enterprises, American technology is as
good as stolen. We have all sat through
hearings and briefings on the signifi-
cant threat that ZTE and its brother,
Huawei, pose to our national security.
That is why it is concerning that Presi-
dent Trump decided to let ZTE off the
hook for secretly doing business with
Iran and North Korea.

Of course, this decision wasn’t the
only one affecting international trade
that the Trump administration has
made in recent weeks. He is imposing
tariffs on our allies in Europe, Canada,
and Mexico. His Ambassador to Ger-
many has disgraced himself in the cap-
ital of our biggest European partner.
He continues to insult our best trading
partners by labeling them as security
threats.

That is right, Mr. Speaker. Donald
Trump is giving aid and comfort to
ZTE, a known corporate enemy of
America, while at the same time going
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out of his way to alienate our closest
friends and allies around the world.
But why?

I am sure it is just a fluke that
Trump is allowing ZTE to resume its
purchases of U.S. technology imme-
diately following China’s decision to
award Ivanka Trump seven new Chi-
nese trademarks.

I am positive it is just a coincidence
that Trump cut a deal with ZTE right
away after various Chinese entities of-
fered $1 billion in financing to a resort
with ties to the Trump organization.
Just a coincidence.

There is nothing to see here, says the
Trump administration. Don’t ask any
questions. Don’t demand any informa-
tion. Just look the other way.

How did we get here, Mr. Speaker?
Where is the Grand Old Party as Don-
ald Trump erodes our alliances, makes
nice with our enemies, and ignites a
global trade war?

We need to get to the bottom of
whether there was a quid pro quo with
China over ZTE, and we need to get to
work on tough legislation to prevent
China from illicitly acquiring Amer-
ican technology, especially technology
with important defense applications
and capabilities.

Bipartisan bills for this purpose with
broad support from both parties have
already been introduced. The Repub-
lican leadership should immediately
bring those bipartisan bills to the floor
for debate and consideration. That is
what the American people expect. They
want this body to stand up to Amer-
ica’s adversaries and to stand up for
America’s laws and values.
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They want us to reassert our power
as a coequal branch of government.

Trump is tearing down America’s al-
liances. We must preserve them.

Trump is sucking up to dictators and
repressive regimes all around the
world. We must condemn them.

More importantly, Trump and his
cronies are using the Presidency to en-
rich themselves, and we must stop
them.

Let’s put an end to the Trump of
business model: quid pro quo, pay to
play, this for that.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the
day when my Republican friends are
courageous enough to say out loud
what many of them whisper here in
these hallways: that coddling Chinese
companies like ZTE is reckless, that
attacking our allies is dangerous, that
using high office for personal gain is
flat-out wrong.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

HONORING MARY PELLEGRINO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
am proud to recognize today a teacher
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who
was recently honored for her service in
the nonprofit sector in addition to the
classroom.

Mary Pellegrino, a special education
teacher at Tohickon Middle School and
a resident of Warrington, recently re-
ceived the Pennsylvania State Edu-
cation Association’s Human and Civil
Rights Award for her service to our
community.

With her husband, Greg, she is the
cofounder of the BennettStrong Foun-
dation, which was named after her son,
Bennett, who was born weighing a
mere 1 pound 2 ounces in 2013. He was
later diagnosed with hepatoblastoma, a
form of liver cancer.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the work
of the BennettStrong Foundation,
whose mission is to provide support to
families of children born prematurely
and facing complex medical issues.

I would like to congratulate Mary
Pellegrino on this well-deserved award,
and I am proud to report Bennett’s
cancer is in remission. Our entire team
wish him all the best on the road to re-
covery.

Lastly, I would like to thank Dolores
McCracken, the president of the Penn-
sylvania State Education Association
for all of her work in recognizing our
community’s heroes.

HONORING SERGEANT THELMA WILLIAMS

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor a Doylestown resi-
dent and Army veteran, Sergeant Thel-
ma Williams. This past Memorial Day,
Thelma made her 25th and final appear-
ance in the Doylestown Memorial Day
Parade.

Thelma answered the call to serve
during World War II when she was 24
years old. Initially, she wanted to en-
list in the Navy. Later, Thelma joined
the Women’s Army Corps and finished
her tenure in Japan, where she served
under General Douglas MacArthur.

It should come as no surprise that
Thelma’s spirit remains as lively as
ever, even as she approaches her 100th
birthday this year. She hopes that chil-
dren observing the parade will be in-
spired to serve our community as well.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Thelma Wil-
liams has made immense contributions
not just to Bucks County, but to our
entire Nation. I commend Thelma for
her heroism, and I encourage our con-
stituents to aspire to her standards of
excellence.

FOOD INSECURITY

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to bring attention to the
issue of food insecurity in Bucks Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania.

As public officials, it is incumbent
upon all of us to increase access to food
resources for all of our constituents. In
our community, I applaud the United
Way of Bucks County for their work in
combating hunger.

Later this month, nearly 600 volun-
teers will gather at Delaware Valley
University for the sixth annual Bucks
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