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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 

There is 1 minute remaining. 
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Mr. ROTHFUS changed his vote from 
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Chair, the machine did 

not register my no vote. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 252. 

The Acting CHAIR. There being no 
further amendments under House Reso-
lution 918, the Committee rises. 

Accordingly, the Committee rose; 
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS of Illinois) having assumed 
the chair, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, Act-
ing Chair of the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, 
reported that that Committee, having 
had under consideration the bill (H.R. 
5895) making appropriations for energy 
and water development and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes, 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

SERGEANT ERNEST I. ‘‘BOOTS’’ 
THOMAS VA CLINIC 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the bill (S. 2246) to designate the health 
care center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Tallahassee, Florida, 
as the Sergeant Ernest I. ‘‘Boots’’ 
Thomas VA Clinic, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2246 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REDESIGNATION OF A DEPARTMENT 

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS CLINIC IN 
FLORIDA. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Health Care Center 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs lo-
cated at 2181 Orange Avenue in Tallahassee, 
Florida, shall after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Sergeant Ernest I. ‘Boots’ Thomas VA 
Clinic’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any 
law, regulation, map, document, paper, or 
other record of the United States to the clin-
ic referred to in paragraph (1) shall be con-
sidered to be a reference to the Sergeant Er-
nest I. ‘‘Boots’’ Thomas VA Clinic. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 923 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5895. 

Will the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
HULTGREN) kindly take the chair. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5895) making appropriations for energy 
and water development and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. HULTGREN (Acting Chair) in 
the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today 
pursuant to House Resolution 923, 
amendment No. 1 printed in part B of 
House Report 115–712 offered by the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
NOLAN) had been disposed of. 

It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 2 printed in part B of House 
Report 115–712. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MS. ESHOO 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 3 printed in 
part B of House Report 115–712. 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Chairman, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 21, line 24, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000)’’. 

Page 32, line 1, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 923, the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. ESHOO) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Chairman, first, I 
want the House to know that this is a 
bipartisan amendment. 

This amendment provides a $1 mil-
lion increase for the Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy to 
fund the development and deployment 
of high-efficiency linear generator 
technology. 

Linear generators convert fuel and 
air into electricity with the same effi-
ciency and near zero emissions as the 
highest performing fuel cells on the 
market, and they are superior to many 
legacy fuel cells. But instead of using 
an electrochemical process like fuel 
cells, linear generators use an 
electromechanical process that relies 
on only two moving parts and no oil, 
which reduces capital and maintenance 
costs and results in a life span of three 

to four times greater than a traditional 
fuel cell. 

Equally as important, linear genera-
tors are dispatchable and can provide 
electricity even when the electricity 
grid is down. This is especially valu-
able in areas recently hit by hurricanes 
like Puerto Rico and Houston, Texas, 
and other extreme weather events like 
last year’s wildfires in northern Cali-
fornia. 

Linear generators also provide resil-
ient baseload power, which eliminates 
the need for expensive, unreliable, and 
dirty diesel back-up generators. 

At its heart, this amendment is 
about investing in the future of energy 
production, and it is about laying the 
groundwork for the innovators in our 
country to do what they do best: out-
perform the status quo and outcompete 
the rest of the world. 

The United States has been a global 
leader in the development of energy ef-
ficiency technology, reducing energy 
costs and increasing reliability for con-
sumers. But we are in danger of falling 
behind our foreign competitors. 

Mr. Chairman, linear generator tech-
nology was born in my Silicon Valley 
district by some of the best and the 
brightest minds from Stanford Univer-
sity. And although this technology is 
substantially similar to fuel cells, it 
faces an uphill battle and an uneven 
playing field in bringing these products 
to market, despite the many benefits of 
the technology itself. 
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This amendment will ensure that the 
Fuel Cell Technologies Office at the 
DOE invests in the next generation of 
fuel cell technologies and maintains 
U.S. leadership in this critical field. 

Mr. Chair, it is nice not to have any 
opposition, so I urge my colleagues to 
support the next generation of fuel cell 
technologies and vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bi-
partisan amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. ESHOO). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. 

PERLMUTTER 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 4 printed in 
part B of House Report 115–712. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Chairman, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 21, line 24, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)’’. 

Page 32, line 1, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 923, the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. PERLMUTTER) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 
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