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am offering this amendment, to in-
crease funding to address and assist
those suffering more aggressively and
quickly.

On May 7, Mr. Chairman, I met with
a group of Vermont National Guard
members led by Pat Cram, who have
been impacted by burn pit exposure.
Pat is the wife of Sergeant Major Mike
Cram of the Vermont National Guard
who died this past December from pros-
tate cancer that is believed to be a di-
rect result of his exposure to burn pits
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Sergeant Major Cram first deployed
to Iraq in 2004 with a group of MPs
from the 42nd Infantry Division of the
Vermont National Guard. They joined
up with the 278th Tennessee National
Guard Calvary in Iraq. All 21 soldiers
from this group that deployed together
for 18 months returned home to their
families safely.

But since their safe return, this same
group has lost two members from pros-
tate cancer and another has been treat-
ed for it, and they believe their expo-
sure to burn pit toxins is the reason.

This group is still close, they stay in
touch, their families support each
other. I was so inspired to hear about
how they have stuck together through-
out the years. But those members that
have not had the direct health issues
that some of their comrades have are
now wondering whether they, too, will
get sick.

This funding would provide resources
to the VA to make necessary improve-
ments to the registry and prepare for
the long-term care for those affected
veterans. It would also allow, Mr.
Chairman, the VA to hire analysts and
epidemiologists who can connect the
registry entries to health outcomes,
make necessary technological updates
to the registry, and increase the fund-
ing for essential clinical research.

The cost of a war must always in-
clude the cost of caring for the warrior,
and this critical funding helps to do
just that.

I want to thank Chairman CARTER
and Ranking Member WASSERMAN
ScHULTZ for their attention to this
issue and willingness to help. I urge
support for my amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I claim the time in opposition to
the amendment, even though I am not
opposed to it.

The Acting Chair. Without objection,
the gentleman is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

There was no objection.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, we understand the gentleman’s
concerns, and we will keep in mind this
concern during our conference. I have
heard from veterans in my district
about the concerns, and, in fact, sat
down with some last weekend, and this
was one of their number one concerns.

So this has a health impact. These
burn pits are something we really need
to get into, and we will have this in
mind in conference.
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Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the gentleman from Texas, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH).

The amendment was agreed to.
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AMENDMENT NO. 27 OFFERED BY MR. BARR

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 27 printed
in part B of House Report 115-712.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chairman, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 131, line 7, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $5,000,000)"’.

Page 132, line 10, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 923, the gentleman
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
support of my amendment to increase
funding for the VA adaptive sports
equine-assisted therapy program by $5
million.

This grant program provides much-
needed resources for evidence-based
equine-assisted therapy that helps
treat veterans suffering from unseen
psychological wounds such as post-
traumatic stress disorder, military sex-
ual trauma, and traumatic brain in-
jury. Increased funding for equine-as-
sisted therapy will greatly improve
mental health treatment for our vet-
erans.

As the chairman of the Congressional
Horse Caucus, the representative for
the horse capital of the world, and as
someone who cares deeply for our vet-
erans, I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting this amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I claim the time in opposition, al-
though I am not opposed to the amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, the bill provides $1 million over
the President’s budget request for the
Adaptive Sports Grant, ASG, program
for equine-assisted therapy, as our 2018
bill did also.

We understand the gentleman’s con-
cern in further increasing this funding
and will keep it in mind during con-
ference.

In my congressional district, we also
have equine therapy, and I am very fa-
miliar with it.

Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ).
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Adaptive sports promotes the reha-
bilitation of disabled military service
veterans. This is a vital program that
allows veterans with disabilities to
participate in physical activity, includ-
ing those with mental health issues,
within their home communities, as
well as more advanced paralympic and
adaptive sports programs at the re-
gional and national levels.

Mr. Chairman, the committee is a
strong supporter of this program. In
fact, the bill provides $17.8 million for
the National Veterans Sports Program.
I appreciate the gentleman addressing
this issue today, and I support this
amendment.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my
time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. BARR).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I move that the committee do
now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
BARR) having assumed the chair, Mr.
HULTGREN, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 5895) making appropria-
tions for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

————
SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 2377. An act to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 200 West 2nd Street in Dayton, Ohio,
as the “Walter H. Rice Federal Building and
United States Courthouse; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

S. 2734. An act to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 1300 Victoria Street in Laredo,
Texas, as the ‘“George P. Kazen Federal
Building and United States Courthouse’’; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

S. 2857. An act to designate the Nordic Mu-
seum in Seattle, Washington, as the ‘‘Na-
tional Nordic Museums”’, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

———
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 3249. An act to authorize the project
Safe Neighborhoods Grant Program, and for
other purposes.



H4978

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
further reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon
signed by the speaker pro tempore, Mr.
MITCHELL:

H.R. 1397. An act to authorize, direct, fa-
cilitate the transfer of administrative juris-
diction of certain Federal land, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1719. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire approxi-
mately 44 acres of land in Martinez, Cali-
fornia, for inclusion in the John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1900. An act to designate the Veterans
Memorial and Museum in Columbus, Ohio, as
the National Veterans Memorial and Mu-
seum, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2772. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for requirements re-
lating to the reassignment of Department of
Veterans Affairs senior executive employees.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 49 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, June 8, 2018, at 9 a.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5053. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Acquisition and Sustainment, Department of
Defense, transmitting a certification regard-
ing the Integrated Defensive Electronic
Countermeasures Program, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 2433a(b); Public Law 111-23, Sec.
206(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 111-383,
Sec. 1075(b)(35)); (124 Stat. 4371); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

5054. A letter from the Under Secretary for
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the 2018 Report to Con-
gress on Sustainable Ranges, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 113 note; Public Law 107-314, 366(a)(5);
(116 Stat. 25622); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

50565. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting the Department’s an-
nual report on material violations or sus-
pected material violations of regulations re-
lating to Treasury auctions and other Treas-
ury securities offerings during the period
January 1, 2017, through December 31, 2017,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3121 note; Public Law
103-202, Sec. 202(d)(1); (107 Stat. 2358); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

5056. A letter from the Senior Counsel for

Regulatory Affairs, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Qualified Financial Contracts

Recordkeeping Related to Orderly Liquida-
tion Authority (RIN: 1505-AC57) received
May 31, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

5057. A letter from the Chair of the Board
and Director, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration, transmitting the Corporation’s FY
2017 actuarial evaluation of the expected op-
erations and status of the PBGC funds, pur-
suant to 29 U.S.C. 1308; Public Law 93-406,
Sec. 4008 (as amended by Public Law 109-280,
Sec. 412); (120 Stat. 936); to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.
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50568. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting the
Corporation’s final rule — Benefits Payable
in Terminated Single-Employer Plans; Inter-
est Assumptions for Paying Benefits received
June 1, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force.

5059. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Office of Electricity, Department of Energy,
transmitting the Department’s 2017 report
titled ‘‘Economic Dispatch and Techno-
logical Change’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
16432(c); Public Law 109-58, Sec. 1234(c); (119
Stat. 960) and 42 U.S.C. 16524(c); Public Law
109-58, Sec. 1832(c); (119 Stat. 1138); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5060. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s delegation of authority — Delegation of
Authority to the States of Iowa; Kansas;
Missouri; Nebraska; Lincoln-Lancaster
County, NE; and City of Omaha, NE, for New
Source Performance Standards (NSPS), Na-
tional Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants (NESHAP) Including Maximum
Achievable Control Technology (MACT)
Standards [EPA-R07-OAR-2018-0021; FRL-
9978-80-Region 7] received May 30, 2018, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

5061. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Defensin Proteins Derived
from Spinach in Citrus Plants; Temporary
Exemption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2018-0040; FRIL-9977-62]
received May 30, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

5062. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of California Air
Plan Revisions; Butte County Air Quality
Management District; Stationary Source
Permits [EPA-R09-OAR-2018-0120; FRIL-9978-
18-Region 9] received May 30, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

5063. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir-
ginia; Emissions Statement Rule Certifi-
cation for the 2008 Ozone National Ambient
Air Quality Standard [EPA-R03-OAR-2017-
0738; FRL-9978-57-Region 3] received May 30,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5064. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; Continuous Opacity Monitoring Re-
quirements for Municipal Waste Combustors
[EPA-R03-OAR-2017-0484; FRIL-9978-56-Region
3] received May 30, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

5065. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;, New
Hampshire; Nonattainment Plan for the Cen-
tral New Hampshire Sulfur Dioxide Non-
attainment Area [EPA-R01-OAR-2017-0083;
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FRL-9978-27-Region 1] received May 30, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

5066. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Michi-
gan; Regional Haze Progress Report [EPA-
R05-OAR-2016-0058; FRL-9978-61-Region 5] re-
ceived May 30, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

5067. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Office of Nuclear Ma-
terial Safety Safeguards, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
NUREG revision — Consolidated Guidance
About Materials Licenses: Program-Specific
Guidance About Academic, Research and De-
velopment, and Other Licenses of Limited
Scope, Including Electron Capture Devices
and X-Ray Fluorescence Analyzers [NUREG-
15656, Volume 7, Revision 1] received May 30,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5068. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared
in Executive Order 12170 of November 14,
1979, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

5069. A letter from the Acting Director,
International Cooperation, Acquisition and
Sustainment, Office of the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting Trans-
mittal No. 07-18, informing of the Depart-
ment’s intent to sign a Project Arrangement
between the Department of Defense of the
United States of America and the Depart-
ment of Defence of the Commonwealth of
Australia, pursuant to Sec. 27(f) of the Arms
Export Control Act, and Executive Order
13637; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5070. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Service of Process; Production or Disclosure
of Official Information in Response to Court
Orders, Subpoenas, Notices of Depositions,
Requests for Admissions, Interrogatories, or
Similar Requests or Demands in Connection
With Federal or State Litigation; Expert
Testimony [Public Notice 10248] (RIN: 1400-
AE49) received May 31, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

5071. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Education, transmit-
ting a notification of a nomination, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b);
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

5072. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s 58th Semiannual Report to Congress
on Audit Follow-up, covering the six-month
period ending March 31, 2018, pursuant to
Sec. 5(b) of the Inspector General Act, as
amended; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

5073. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Department of Veterans Affairs, transmit-
ting the Department’s Office of Inspector
General Semiannual Report to the Congress
for the reporting period October 1, 2017,
through March 31, 2018, Pursuant to Sec. 5 of
the Inspector General Act of 1978; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5074. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
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