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am offering this amendment, to in-
crease funding to address and assist 
those suffering more aggressively and 
quickly. 

On May 7, Mr. Chairman, I met with 
a group of Vermont National Guard 
members led by Pat Cram, who have 
been impacted by burn pit exposure. 
Pat is the wife of Sergeant Major Mike 
Cram of the Vermont National Guard 
who died this past December from pros-
tate cancer that is believed to be a di-
rect result of his exposure to burn pits 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Sergeant Major Cram first deployed 
to Iraq in 2004 with a group of MPs 
from the 42nd Infantry Division of the 
Vermont National Guard. They joined 
up with the 278th Tennessee National 
Guard Calvary in Iraq. All 21 soldiers 
from this group that deployed together 
for 18 months returned home to their 
families safely. 

But since their safe return, this same 
group has lost two members from pros-
tate cancer and another has been treat-
ed for it, and they believe their expo-
sure to burn pit toxins is the reason. 

This group is still close, they stay in 
touch, their families support each 
other. I was so inspired to hear about 
how they have stuck together through-
out the years. But those members that 
have not had the direct health issues 
that some of their comrades have are 
now wondering whether they, too, will 
get sick. 

This funding would provide resources 
to the VA to make necessary improve-
ments to the registry and prepare for 
the long-term care for those affected 
veterans. It would also allow, Mr. 
Chairman, the VA to hire analysts and 
epidemiologists who can connect the 
registry entries to health outcomes, 
make necessary technological updates 
to the registry, and increase the fund-
ing for essential clinical research. 

The cost of a war must always in-
clude the cost of caring for the warrior, 
and this critical funding helps to do 
just that. 

I want to thank Chairman CARTER 
and Ranking Member WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ for their attention to this 
issue and willingness to help. I urge 
support for my amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I claim the time in opposition to 
the amendment, even though I am not 
opposed to it. 

The Acting Chair. Without objection, 
the gentleman is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-

man, we understand the gentleman’s 
concerns, and we will keep in mind this 
concern during our conference. I have 
heard from veterans in my district 
about the concerns, and, in fact, sat 
down with some last weekend, and this 
was one of their number one concerns. 

So this has a health impact. These 
burn pits are something we really need 
to get into, and we will have this in 
mind in conference. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the gentleman from Texas, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

b 2345 
AMENDMENT NO. 27 OFFERED BY MR. BARR 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 27 printed 
in part B of House Report 115–712. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chairman, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 131, line 7, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)’’. 

Page 132, line 10, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 923, the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
support of my amendment to increase 
funding for the VA adaptive sports 
equine-assisted therapy program by $5 
million. 

This grant program provides much- 
needed resources for evidence-based 
equine-assisted therapy that helps 
treat veterans suffering from unseen 
psychological wounds such as post- 
traumatic stress disorder, military sex-
ual trauma, and traumatic brain in-
jury. Increased funding for equine-as-
sisted therapy will greatly improve 
mental health treatment for our vet-
erans. 

As the chairman of the Congressional 
Horse Caucus, the representative for 
the horse capital of the world, and as 
someone who cares deeply for our vet-
erans, I urge my colleagues to join me 
in supporting this amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I claim the time in opposition, al-
though I am not opposed to the amend-
ment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-

man, the bill provides $1 million over 
the President’s budget request for the 
Adaptive Sports Grant, ASG, program 
for equine-assisted therapy, as our 2018 
bill did also. 

We understand the gentleman’s con-
cern in further increasing this funding 
and will keep it in mind during con-
ference. 

In my congressional district, we also 
have equine therapy, and I am very fa-
miliar with it. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ). 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chairman, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

Adaptive sports promotes the reha-
bilitation of disabled military service 
veterans. This is a vital program that 
allows veterans with disabilities to 
participate in physical activity, includ-
ing those with mental health issues, 
within their home communities, as 
well as more advanced paralympic and 
adaptive sports programs at the re-
gional and national levels. 

Mr. Chairman, the committee is a 
strong supporter of this program. In 
fact, the bill provides $17.8 million for 
the National Veterans Sports Program. 
I appreciate the gentleman addressing 
this issue today, and I support this 
amendment. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. BARR). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-

man, I move that the committee do 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
BARR) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
HULTGREN, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 5895) making appropria-
tions for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon. 

f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2377. An act to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 200 West 2nd Street in Dayton, Ohio, 
as the ‘‘Walter H. Rice Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse; to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

S. 2734. An act to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 1300 Victoria Street in Laredo, 
Texas, as the ‘‘George P. Kazen Federal 
Building and United States Courthouse’’; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

S. 2857. An act to designate the Nordic Mu-
seum in Seattle, Washington, as the ‘‘Na-
tional Nordic Museums’’, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 3249. An act to authorize the project 
Safe Neighborhoods Grant Program, and for 
other purposes. 
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