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Republicans heard our marching or-

ders loud and clear. We used the Con-
gressional Review Act a record 16 times 
to root out invasive rules that tripped 
up small businesses. We uprooted key 
pieces of ObamaCare and Dodd-Frank 
that had burdened the middle class, 
and we delivered a long-overdue, com-
prehensive overhaul of America’s Tax 
Code. It is helping to rejuvenate the 
economy and is letting American fami-
lies keep more of what they earn. 

Today, under this Republican govern-
ment, the U.S. economy is healthier 
than it has been in a long time. We 
have the lowest unemployment in 18 
years, and more open positions than 
workers seeking jobs for the first time 
since the Labor Department started 
collecting these data. There is record 
levels of optimism among small busi-
nesses and manufacturers. More Ameri-
cans are saying that now is a good time 
to find a quality job than at any point 
in the last 17 years. 

In the Obama years, prosperity was 
slower in coming. Opportunities were 
comparatively few, and what limited 
growth did occur flowed disproportion-
ately into America’s very biggest 
urban centers. 

Now our economy is starting to work 
better for all kinds of communities. I 
recently heard a few inspiring stories 
from my friend Senator PORTMAN. In 
Zanesville, OH, the owners of GKM 
Auto Parts spent much of the last dec-
ade watching health insurance pre-
miums soar. By 2016 they could no 
longer support coverage for their em-
ployees, but as Senator PORTMAN re-
cently explained, one of the first things 
the company was able to do following 
the passage of historic tax reform last 
year was to restore that coverage. 

He also shared that builders and 
manufacturers across his State, from 
Wolf Metals in Columbus to Advanced 
Industrial Roofing in Massillon, are in-
creasing pay and benefits, investing in 
equipment, and creating jobs as a di-
rect result of tax reform and this pro- 
growth economic climate. 

We are hearing stories like these 
from every corner of our country. 

American workers and job creators 
are turning the page on the last decade 
and writing brand-new success stories, 
and Republican policies are helping to 
make that happen. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-

ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Kenneth L. 
Marcus, of Virginia, to be Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Department 
of Education. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 12:30 
p.m. will be equally divided between 
the two leaders or their designees. 

The Senator from North Carolina. 
CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF PASTOR ANDREW 

BRUNSON 
Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I wish 

to speak briefly. I thank the Demo-
cratic leader for giving me the oppor-
tunity to speak for 5 minutes to do 
what I have done every week for the 
past couple of months and what I will 
do every week until we get a resolu-
tion; that is, to talk about Pastor 
Brunson, a Presbyterian minister who 
has been in prison in Turkey since Oc-
tober of 2016. 

As best as we can tell, the only thing 
Pastor Brunson is guilty of is being a 
missionary who has committed 20 
years of his life to working with people 
in Turkey who want to hear the Word 
of God. That is it. We can talk about— 
I will not today because my time is 
limited—all the trumped-up charges I 
witnessed when I spent 12 hours in a 
Turkish courtroom a couple of months 
ago or that I discussed with Pastor 
Brunson about 3 weeks earlier when I 
visited him in a prison. 

Today what I want to talk about is 
relevant to the national defense au-
thorization and the work we have done 
in committee to put Turkey on notice 
that this is unacceptable. 

Turkey has been an ally of the 
United States since 1952. The NATO al-
liance commits every member of NATO 
to send their men and women in uni-
form into harm’s way to defend the na-
tional security of a nation of the alli-
ance. We have that with Turkey; we 
have since 1952. 

Over the past month or so, we have 
seen a would-be adversary in North 
Korea release three prisoners, we have 
seen Venezuela release a prisoner, but 
in Turkey, since October of 2016, we 
have seen them hold a man for almost 
a year and a half without charges. 
Then I saw a man go before a court— 
and I witnessed for a whole day—being 
subjected to some of the most absurd 
charges possible. Next week, when I 
have more time, I will get into those. 

I thank my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle who voted to put a provi-
sion in the national defense authoriza-
tion that really makes us wonder 
whether we have to rethink our rela-
tionship with Turkey, particularly 
around the Joint Strike Fighter. The 
Joint Strike Fighter is one of the most 
sophisticated tactical fighters that has 
ever flown; arguably, the most sophis-
ticated. Turkey is a NATO ally and, as 
such, they have access to that weapons 
system. In fact, they manufacture a lot 
of the critical parts for it. 

What we offered in the NDAA is an 
examination of whether that relation-
ship makes sense; No. 1, because of the 
way they are treating one of our Amer-
ican citizens, not letting him come 
back home, he and his wife; and No. 2, 
if that is the behavior of a NATO ally, 
is that really where we should be put-
ting, in our supply chains and in our 
defensive systems, one of the most so-
phisticated weapons, one of the most 
important weapons in our arsenal. I, 
for one, think we have to look at it. 

Until the Turkish Government recog-
nizes that they are illegally holding 
Pastor Brunson, and a number of oth-
ers, then I think we have to put the 
spotlight on them and hold them ac-
countable. If I have an obligation, as a 
member of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee and the Senate, to defend 
their integrity, they have an obligation 
to treat our American citizens with re-
spect. 

We have the amendment in the 
NDAA. We also have another amend-
ment we may offer. We need to make 
Turkey know we believe our alliance 
with them is important, but it is also 
important to treat American citizens 
who are not guilty of a crime with re-
spect and bring Pastor Brunson home. 

I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader is recognized. 

TURKEY 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

first, I thank my colleague. I was asked 
by my colleague from North Carolina if 
I would agree with his remarks, and he 
said he thought so. I definitely do. I 
think Erdogan is doing very bad things 
to the Turkish people, to our NATO al-
liance in the Middle East. He has had a 
vehemently anti-Israel position. To 
allow him to get away with all of this 
stuff without putting maximum pres-
sure on him makes no sense. So I 
thank my colleague from North Caro-
lina. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION BILL 
Madam President, on other subjects, 

later today the Senate will move to the 
consideration of the John S. McCain 
National Defense Authorization Act. 
The annual Defense authorization is 
something our friend Senator MCCAIN 
cares deeply about and has talked to 
me about regularly, and we wish he 
were here to shepherd it on the floor as 
we have seen him do many times be-
fore. 

It is important that we get this done 
for our military, for our broader na-
tional security, for Senator MCCAIN, 
and to ensure that this critical author-
ization bill moves forward on a steady 
track. Any time we say the name or 
see the name written, ‘‘John S. 
McCain,’’ our hearts go pitter-patter a 
little bit, and we pray for his speedy re-
covery. 

The NDAA is an opportunity to re-
vise and improve our national security 
to meet the evolving threats of a world 
that is changing so very fast. I just 
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