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In 1979, Emmett began his long ca-

reer in public service as a councilman- 
at-large. In 1988, upon the death of the 
current mayor, Emmett stepped up and 
began his tenure as the longest serving 
mayor in Beckley’s history. During his 
time in office, he expanded city limits, 
led a razing campaign on deteriorated 
properties, and established two new 
fire stations. He also helped lead the 
development of the Beckley Intermodal 
Gateway, the Rahall Company Store at 
New River Park, Thornhill Courts, 
Freedom Park, Jim Word Memorial 
Park, and the Lewis McManus Trail, 
among other accomplishments. In 1988, 
he was named Mayor of the Year for 
his efforts. 

When Mayor Pugh left office in 2013, 
his positive impact on the community 
and State did not stop. He continued to 
inspire all whom he encountered and 
acted as a mentor to his successors and 
any who sought his advice. He also con-
tinued in his role as a family man, and 
he is survived by his wife, their three 
children, two step-children, and eight 
grandchildren. Emmett’s passion for 
Beckley and West Virginia lives on, 
and I think I speak for many when I 
say that he will be sorely missed. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING RED 
SCHOENDIENST 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Red Schoendienst, who 
in passing leaves behind a lifetime of 
commitment to baseball, the St. Louis 
Cardinals, and the St. Louis commu-
nity. 

Red Schoendienst began his major 
league career with the St. Louis Car-
dinals in 1945, after spending only 2 
years with the Albany Cardinals, the 
franchise’s minor league affiliate. His 
star rose quickly within the franchise 
and the league, winning the 1946 Home 
Run Derby and, in the same year, par-
ticipating in the Cardinals’ World Se-
ries victory over the Sox. 

In his 19 seasons as a player, Red 
compiled a storied list of accomplish-
ments, including being named to 10 All 
Star teams, but his contributions to 
the sport did not end when he retired 
his bat. He would return to the Car-
dinals as a coach in 1964 and managed 
the team from 1965–1976. He led the 
team to multiple World Series vic-
tories and National League pennants, 
and he was named National League 
manager of the year in both 1967 and 
1968. After 2 years coaching the Oak-
land Athletics, he returned to the Car-
dinals to coach from 1977–1995. For the 
next two decades, Schoendienst would 
wear the Cardinals ‘‘Birds on the Bat’’ 
before home games and in spring train-
ing as a special assistant to the general 
manager. 

Red Schoendienst was one of the 
greatest Cardinals of all time, having 
been a Red Bird as a player, coach, and 
manager. The Cardinals retired his No. 

2 in 1996. St. Louis recognized him with 
his induction into the St. Louis Walk 
of Fame in 1998. His legacy was not 
only engrained in the Major League 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1989, but also 
in the memories of teammates, col-
leagues, and fans who had the privilege 
of seeing his accomplishments and his 
great smile. 

To quote the Schoendienst family 
upon his passing: ‘‘He inspired all that 
knew him to always do their best. Red 
was a great ball player, but his legacy 
is that of a great gentleman who had 
respect for all. He loved his family, 
friends, teammates, the community 
and his country. He will be greatly 
missed.’’ 

To Red Schoendienst’s family, thank 
you for sharing him with the St. Louis 
Cardinals, St. Louis community, base-
ball, and baseball fans. Red 
Schoendienst was a great gentleman, a 
great sportsman, a great competitor, 
and he will be greatly missed.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO GARY DENT 
∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the honor of recognizing 
Gary Dent of Pondera County for his 
over 42 years of service in law enforce-
ment. 

Gary Dent was born and raised in 
Miles City. After high school and col-
lege, Gary discussed entering the police 
force with a family friend, and from 
there, he began his career in law en-
forcement. After 11 years of serving 
around Montana, he landed in the Con-
rad City Police Department where he 
spent over 30 years as their police 
chief. He and his wife have one son 
named GR. 

Gary’s passion for his job is clear; yet 
it is his passion for the community 
that sets him apart. While serving as 
police chief, he filled his spare time by 
serving Conrad in any way he could, in-
cluding by spending time coaching 
middle school and high school sports 
teams. 

Gary’s legacy in the Conrad City Po-
lice Department will survive long after 
his retirement. His favorite part of 
serving in law enforcement was the 
interaction with folks in the commu-
nity, and that did not go unnoticed. He 
impacted many around Conrad and the 
greater Pondera County community. I 
congratulate Gary on a career well 
spent, and I wish him the best of luck 
in retirement.∑ 
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REMEMBERING ERIC ENGLAND 
∑ MR. ISAKSON. Mr. President, it is 
an honor today to pay my final re-
spects to Eric Roy England, a great 
Georgian and American, who passed 
away on April 7, 2018, after a lifetime of 
service to our State and Nation. 

Eric England was born on April 15, 
1933, in Blairsville, GA, in Union Coun-
ty, the son of the late Augustus and 
Mary Nix England. A few short years 
later, in 1950, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, and his extraordinary 
career was launched. 

MSgt Eric England served as a scout 
sniper for the U.S. Marine Corps 3rd 
Marine Division while serving in the 
Vietnam war. He is credited with 98 
confirmed kills on record, likely saving 
untold numbers of American lives. By 
age 19, he was a nationals rifle-shoot-
ing champion, and he set a record as a 
long-range champion at Fort Benning 
in 1968. Master Sergeant England 
served as a member and coach of the 
U.S. Marine Corps Rifle Team for 24 
years, setting records both nationally 
and internationally. 

After his military retirement and for 
the next 14 years, Master Sergeant 
England coached the Blairsville 4–H 
program’s BB gun team, which was 
comprised of boys and girls in grades 
four through eight. These young Geor-
gians benefited from his exemplary 
leadership and dedicated training and 
by winning competitions at the State 
and national level. 

During his life, his talents were rec-
ognize and celebrated. They even made 
him the subject of a book, ‘‘Phantom of 
Phu Bai,’’ written by Dr. J. B. Turner, 
and his military rifle is displayed in 
the National Rifle Association mu-
seum. The courthouse in Union Coun-
ty, GA, features a bronze sculpture in 
England’s likeness that was erected in 
2006. 

On November 4, 2017, Master Ser-
geant England was one of 17 veterans 
inducted into the Georgia Military 
Veterans Hall of Fame for his out-
standing achievement while serving his 
country. Other notable Hall of Fame 
inductees are Master Sergeant Eng-
land’s cousin, our former U.S. Senator 
and Georgia Governor Zell Miller, and 
former U.S. Senator Sam Nunn. 

MSgt Eric England was interred at 
Arlington National Cemetery on June 
4, 2018, with full military honors. 

I send my condolences to his wife, 
Glenda Sue Berrong England, his step-
son, Howard Beck, Jr., his sister, Edna 
Ruth Rich, and to his niece, nephew, 
grandchildren, and other friends and 
love ones. 

I am very proud to share a bit of 
MSgt Eric England’s story for the 
Record, to honor this great patriot and 
help more Georgians and Americans 
learn of his great legacy for our coun-
try.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO STEPHANIE BELLINO 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
am pleased to recognize Stephanie 
Bellino, the Duval County Teacher of 
the Year from Garden City Elementary 
School in Jacksonville, FL. 

Stephanie was named Teacher of the 
Year for successfully pushing a grow-
ing number of disadvantaged students 
to achieve grade-level performance or 
better in reading and language arts. 
She helps students by taking scripted 
lesson plans and adapting them to fit 
each of their individual needs. Steph-
anie is credited with helping Garden 
City improve from a D to a B school. 

While teachers typically stay at one 
grade level, Stephanie loops with her 
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