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RISCH), the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
GARDNER) and the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 2573 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 5515, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2019 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2575 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2575 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 5515, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2019 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 539—URGING 
THE PRESIDENT TO STRENGTH-
EN EFFORTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO COMBAT RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM VIOLATIONS IN EUR-
ASIA, ESPECIALLY THE USE OF 
TORTURE OR CRUEL, INHUMAN, 
OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR 
PUNISHMENT, PROLONGED DE-
TENTION WITHOUT CHARGES, 
CAUSING THE DISAPPEARANCE 
OF PERSONS BY THE ABDUCTION 
OR CLANDESTINE DETENTION OF 
THOSE PERSONS, AND OTHER 
FLAGRANT DENIAL OF THE 
RIGHT TO LIFE, LIBERTY, OR 
THE SECURITY OF PERSONS 

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
GARDNER, and Mr. BOOZMAN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 539 

Whereas the National Security Strategy of 
the United States issued in 2017 stated that 
‘‘[t]he United States also remains committed 
to supporting and advancing religious free-
dom . . . Our Founders understood religious 
freedom not as the state’s creation, but as 
the gift of God to every person and a funda-
mental right for our flourishing society,’’ 
and national security strategies issued in 
2015, 2006, 2002, 2000, 1999, 1998, and 1997, like-
wise committed the United States to pro-
moting international religious freedom to 
advance the security, economic, and other 
national interests of the people of the United 
States; 

Whereas religious freedom is the first free-
dom enumerated in the Constitution of the 
United States, enshrined as a non-derogable 
freedom in international law, enumerated in 
Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which the United States 
voted for, enumerated in Article 18 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights, which the United States ratified, 
committed to as part of comprehensive secu-
rity by the 57 participating States of the Or-

ganization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, including in the Helsinki Final Act 
of 1975, the Madrid Concluding Document of 
1983, the Vienna Concluding Document of 
1989, the CSCE/OSCE Copenhagen Document 
of 1990, the Charter of Paris for a New Europe 
of 1990, the Budapest Document of 1994, and 
the Istanbul Document of 1999, and affirmed 
in specific decisions of the Ministerial Coun-
cil in 2002 to 2007, and 2013; 

Whereas the International Religious Free-
dom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6401 et seq.) defines 
particularly severe violations of religious 
freedom as ‘‘torture or cruel, inhuman, or 
degrading treatment or punishment, pro-
longed detention without charges, causing 
the disappearance of persons by the abduc-
tion or clandestine detention of those per-
sons, other flagrant denial of the right to 
life, liberty, or the security of persons,’’ re-
quires the President to ‘‘designate each 
country the government of which has en-
gaged in or tolerated [particularly severe 
violations of religious freedom in that coun-
try during the preceding 12 months or since 
the date of the last review of that country] 
. . . as a country of particular concern for 
religious freedom,’’ and requires the United 
States as a matter of policy to ‘‘condemn 
violations of religious freedom, and to pro-
mote, and to assist other governments in the 
promotion of, the fundamental right to free-
dom of religion’’; 

Whereas the Secretary of State designated 
as CPC OSCE participating States Uzbek-
istan in 2006, 2009, 2011, 2014, 2016, and 2017, 
Turkmenistan in 2014, 2016, and 2017, and 
Tajikistan in 2016 and 2017; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom rec-
ommended for CPC designation OSCE par-
ticipating States Turkmenistan from 2000 to 
2018, Uzbekistan from 2005 to 2018, Tajikistan 
from 2012 to 2019, Russia from 2017 to 2018, 
and Turkey in 2012; 

Whereas the Frank R. Wolf International 
Religious Freedom Act (Public Law 114–281) 
requires the President to ‘‘designate each 
country that engaged in or tolerated severe 
violations of religious freedom during the 
previous year, but does not meet, in the 
opinion of the President at the time of publi-
cation of the Annual Report, all of the cri-
teria . . . for designation’’ as a CPC as 
‘‘being placed on a ‘Special Watch List’,’’ 
and the Secretary of State designated no 
OSCE participating States as a Special 
Watch List country when designating coun-
tries of particular concern and one Special 
Watch List country on December 22, 2017; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom has in-
cluded on its annual Tier Two list or Watch 
List countries in which the government has 
engaged in or tolerated serious violations of 
religious freedom, Azerbaijan from 2013 to 
2018, Kazakhstan from 2013 to 2018, Turkey 
from 2009 to 2011 and 2014 to 2018, Russia from 
2009 to 2016, Belarus from 2004 to 2012, 
Tajikistan from 2009 to 2011, Uzbekistan from 
2003 to 2004, and Georgia in 2004; 

Whereas, on July 17, 2017, the Supreme 
Court of the Russian Federation upheld a 
ban against Jehovah’s Witnesses as an ex-
tremist group, enforcing extremism laws 
that violate religious freedom, including 
July 7, 2016, amendments to the prohibitive 
1997 Law on Freedom of Conscience and Reli-
gious Associations that further restrict mis-
sionary activities of Russians and foreigners 
in Russia, restrict or ban online and printed 
religious materials, impose fines, confiscate 
assets and property, prohibit public and pri-
vate religious assembly and expression, 
criminalize and ban religious activities and 
groups as extremist without legally defining 
extremism to include the threat or use of vi-
olence, and put religious minorities such as 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Muslims, Protestant 
Christians, and Mormons, especially at risk 
of severe and particularly severe violations 
of religious freedom; 

Whereas, since forces of the Government of 
the Russian Federation invaded Crimea, 
Ukraine, in February 2014, they have forcibly 
and illegally occupied the territory, and as 
the occupying power are required under 
international law such as the Geneva Con-
ventions to protect the religious freedom of 
the inhabitants of the occupied territory, are 
responsible for violations of religious free-
dom in Crimea for the duration of their occu-
pation, and there have been violations, in-
cluding abduction, detention and imprison-
ment, forced psychiatric hospitalizations, 
fines, restrictions on missionary activities, 
confiscations of property including churches 
and meeting halls, expulsions and obstruc-
tions to reentry, denying registration of reli-
gious groups, vandalism, fines, and banning 
peaceful religious groups, and targeted 
groups have included Muslim Crimean Ta-
tars, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
Kyivan Patriarchate, the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, and Protestant Christians, 
as reported in International Religious Free-
dom Reports and by the United States Com-
mission on International Religious Freedom; 

Whereas the Government of the Russian 
Federation-led separatist forces have effec-
tively controlled the Donbas region of east-
ern Ukraine since April 2014, are therefore 
required under international law to protect 
the religious freedom of the inhabitants of 
the territory they control, are responsible 
for violations of religious freedom in the 
Donbas for the duration of their control, pro-
claimed the Donetsk People’s Republic and 
the Luhansk People’s Republic, established 
illegal entities to govern the territory, and 
religious freedom violations in the region 
have included detention and imprisonment, 
confiscation of property, including churches 
and meeting halls, physical assaults and 
threats of violence, vandalism, fines, restric-
tions on missionary activities, religious 
services, ceremonies, gatherings, and lit-
erature, and banning of peaceful religious 
groups, and targeted groups have included 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyiv Patri-
archate, Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church, and Protestant 
Christians, as reported in International Reli-
gious Freedom Reports and by the United 
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom; 

Whereas the draft ‘‘Law Introducing 
Amendments and Additions to Laws on Ques-
tions of Religious Activity and Religious As-
sociations’’ would amend the already restric-
tive religion law of Kazakhstan to further 
control and punish people who communicate 
religious teachings the government has not 
approved, restrict sharing religious beliefs, 
confiscate religious literature that does not 
pass mandatory state censorship, make it 
easier to permanently ban religious organi-
zations for violating the Religion Law, and 
double some fines for exercising religious 
freedom; 

Whereas, since the second President and 
the Prime Minister of Uzbekistan assumed 
office on December 14, 2016, the Government 
of Uzbekistan has taken steps towards im-
provement on religious freedom, including 
the release of some religious prisoners and 
the ‘‘road map’’ resolution issued on May 4, 
2018, by the Legislative Chamber and the 
Senate instructing government offices to im-
plement the recommendations in the Feb-
ruary 22, 2018, ‘‘Report of the Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief 
on His Mission to Uzbekistan’’ within a year, 
and the Government has shown openness to 
the recommendations of the United States 
Government regarding religious freedom; 
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Whereas the Frank Wolf International Re-

ligious Freedom Act includes a sense of Con-
gress that ‘‘ongoing and persistent waivers 
of the application of any of the actions . . . 
(or commensurate substitute action) . . . 
with respect to a country do not fulfill the 
purposes of’’ the International Religious 
Freedom Act of 1998, and ‘‘because the pro-
motion of religious freedom is an important 
interest of United States foreign policy, the 
President, the Secretary of State, and other 
executive branch officials, in consultation 
with Congress, should seek to find ways to 
address existing violations, on a case-by-case 
basis, through the actions . . . or other com-
mensurate substitute action’’ in the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998; 

Whereas section 212(a)(2)(G) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(2)(G)) provides that ‘‘[a]ny alien who, 
while serving as a foreign government offi-
cial, was responsible for or directly carried 
out, at any time, particularly severe viola-
tions of religious freedom, as defined in sec-
tion 3 of the International Religious Free-
dom Act (22 U.S.C. 6402) is inadmissible’’ to 
the United States; 

Whereas the Global Magnitsky Human 
Rights Accountability Act (subtitle F of 
title XII of Public Law 114–328; 22 U.S.C. 2656 
note) authorizes the President to take ac-
tions based on credible evidence that a for-
eign person is ‘‘responsible for extrajudicial 
killings, torture, or other gross violations of 
internationally recognized human rights 
committed against individuals in any foreign 
country who seek . . . to obtain, exercise, de-
fend, or promote internationally recognized 
human rights and freedoms, such as the free-
doms of religion, expression, association, and 
assembly, and the rights to a fair trial and 
democratic elections,’’ including denying 
entry to the United States, or revoking the 
United States visa, and ‘‘blocking . . . all 
transactions in all property and interests in 
property . . . if such property and interests 
in property are in the United States, come 
within the United States, or are or come 
within the possession or control of a United 
States person’’ of any such foreign person or 
foreign person who acted as an agent of or on 
behalf of such a foreign person; and 

Whereas the Government of Turkey has de-
tained Pastor Andrew Brunson, a United 
States citizen, since October 7, 2016, on false 
charges of membership in an armed terrorist 
group, espionage, and attempting to over-
throw the state, provided no credible evi-
dence, and denied him timely and credible 
due process: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate urges the Presi-
dent— 

(1) to redesignate Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan as countries 
of particular concern, grant a waiver on the 
one or more actions or commensurate action 
the International Religious Freedom Act of 
1998 requires the President to take toward 
them as CPCs, condition the waiver on the 
governments of these countries ceasing, or 
taking substantial and verifiable steps to 
cease, particularly severe violations of reli-
gious freedom within 180 days of the designa-
tion, and revoke the waiver and take the 
statutorily required action or commensurate 
action if these governments do not take such 
steps; 

(2) to designate Azerbaijan, Russia, and 
Turkey as special watch list countries, urge 
the Government of Kazakhstan to refrain 
from adopting amendments that would make 
the religion law more restrictive, and if the 
Government of Kazakhstan adopts such re-
strictions, to designate Kazakhstan as a spe-
cial watch list country for that year; 

(3) to instruct the Ambassador-at-Large for 
International Religious Freedom, under stat-
ute the principal adviser to the President on 

international religious freedom, to develop 
and transmit to Congress a one-time inter- 
agency strategy to advance religious free-
dom in Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbek-
istan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia, Tur-
key, and parts of Ukraine occupied by Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation forces or 
controlled by Government of the Russian 
Federation-led separatist forces, and that 
this strategy shall— 

(A) emphasize the value of adopting reli-
gious freedom as a means of enhancing eco-
nomic growth and undermining religion-re-
lated violence and terrorism; 

(B) include details on how resources from 
Federal departments and agencies, including 
the United States Agency for International 
Development, will be used to implement the 
strategy; 

(C) be developed in consultation with ad-
vice from the United State Commission on 
International Religious Freedom, govern-
ments, private sector and civil society enti-
ties; and 

(D) prioritize supporting ongoing reforms 
in Uzbekistan; and 

(4) to apply visa, entry into the United 
States, and property blocking sanctions tar-
geting any foreign person found to engage in 
or be complicit in severe violations of reli-
gious freedom in Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Tur-
key, Russia, and Ukraine, including govern-
ment authorities of Russia or persons ap-
pointed by the Government of the Russian 
Federation effectively governing or other-
wise exercising control of occupied Crimea, 
Ukraine, and Government of the Russian 
Federation-led separatist forces in the 
Donbas region of eastern Ukraine, and in-
cluding officials, agents, or others acting on 
behalf of the Government of Turkey respon-
sible for the wrongful detention of Pastor 
Andrew Brunson, actions authorized by the 
International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 
(22 U.S.C. 6401 et seq.), the Global Magnitsky 
Human Rights Accountability Act (subtitle 
F of title XII of Public Law 114–328; 22 U.S.C. 
2656 note), or other applicable laws. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 39—COMMEMORATING THE 
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF LOCK-
HEED MARTIN SKUNK WORKS 
AND THE SIGNIFICANT CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF THE SKUNK 
WORKS TO THE NATIONAL SECU-
RITY OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation: 

S. CON. RES. 39 

Whereas Lockheed Martin is known for 
building many of the finest military aircraft 
in the world; 

Whereas the Palmdale, California location 
of Lockheed Martin is headquarters to the 
Advanced Development Programs group of 
the company, which is widely known as the 
‘‘Skunk Works’’; 

Whereas the name the ‘‘Skonk Works’’— 
(1) came from ‘‘Li’l Abner,’’ a satirical 

comic strip by Al Capp that was immensely 
popular in the 1940s and 1950s; 

(2) in 1943, was first used in reference to 
the Advanced Development Programs group 
when the Department of the Navy attempted 
to establish a conference call connection and 
was mistakenly transferred to the XP–80 pro-
gram of the Advanced Development Pro-
grams group, which due to classification 
could not to be identified when the call was 
answered, and a member of the Advanced De-

velopment Programs group instead answered 
the call by saying, ‘‘Skonk Works,’’ in ref-
erence to the location of the facility next to 
a malodorous plastics factory in Burbank, 
California; and 

(3) would later become the name that is 
used for the Advanced Development Pro-
grams group today, the ‘‘Skunk Works’’; 

Whereas the founding father of the Skunk 
Works was Clarence L. ‘‘Kelly’’ Johnson; 

Whereas, in June 1943, Kelly Johnson and 
the Skunk Works team designed and deliv-
ered the XP–80, which became the P–80, the 
very first operational fighter jet of the 
United States, in only 143 days; 

Whereas the XP–80 program set the stand-
ard for super-secret, high priority, rapid exe-
cution projects performed on a minimal 
budget; 

Whereas, on August 1, 1955, the Skunk 
Works first flew the U–2 spy plane with the 
intention of operating over the Soviet Union 
and photographing sites of strategic interest; 

Whereas the U–2 became one of the most 
important intelligence tools during the Cold 
War and continues to be a critical intel-
ligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 
asset for the United States military; 

Whereas, in 1964, the Skunk Works first 
flew the SR–71 ‘‘Blackbird,’’ which is the 
reigning world record holder for speed over a 
straight course at 2,193.167 miles per hour 
and served the United States Air Force from 
1966 until 1998; 

Whereas, in 1964, the Skunk Works flew the 
first-ever high-altitude unmanned aerial ve-
hicle, the D–21, which was launched from an 
SR–71; 

Whereas, in 1976, the Skunk Works began 
production of a stealth fighter named ‘‘Have 
Blue,’’ which went on to become the F–117, 
the first operational stealth aircraft; 

Whereas, during the entirety of the Cold 
War, the Skunk Works was located in Bur-
bank, California; 

Whereas, after 1989, Lockheed relocated 
the Skunk Works to Site 10 at United States 
Air Force Plant 42 in Palmdale, California, 
where the Skunk Works remains in oper-
ation today with more than 2,700 employees; 

Whereas the Skunk Works, in partnership 
with Edwards Air Force Base, has developed 
and tested aircraft including the U–2, the 
SR–71, the F–117, the YF–22, and the X–35, as 
well as other classified projects, in Antelope 
Valley, California; 

Whereas, in 2008, the Skunk Works became 
the only aerospace company ever to receive 
the highest national honor for technological 
achievement, the National Medal of Tech-
nology and Innovation; 

Whereas, the Skunk Works was awarded a 
Collier Trophy, the most prestigious award 
in aviation in the United States— 

(1) in 1958, for the F–104; 
(2) in 1963, for the A–11; 
(3) in 1989, for the F–117A; 
(4) in 1998, for the U–2S/ER–2; 
(5) in 2002, for the Joint Strike Fighter 

(JSF)/X–35; 
(6) in 2006, for the F–22; and 
(7) in 2013, for the X–47B; and 

Whereas, today, the Skunk Works designs, 
develops, and rapidly produces advanced 
manned and unmanned technologies, serving 
both military and commercial concerns: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes— 
(A) the tremendous accomplishments of 

the men and women of Lockheed Martin 
Skunk Works on the 75th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Skunk Works during 
World War II; and 

(B) the indisputable contributions of the 
aircraft designed, developed, and produced 
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