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These are just a few examples from 

my State. The reality is that this legis-
lation supplies needed support to com-
munities all across our country. 

Energy matters to all Americans. 
Water infrastructure matters to all 
Americans. I urge everyone to join me 
in supporting this bill. 

f 

TAX REFORM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. On another mat-
ter, Madam President, yesterday Gal-
lup reported that the percentage of 
Americans who are satisfied with the 
way things are going in our country is 
as high as it has been since 2005. That 
is a nearly 13-year high. It is no won-
der, with an ongoing economic expan-
sion creating jobs across the Nation 
and our unemployment rate at its low-
est level since the year 2000. Consumers 
are confident. Manufacturers are con-
fident. Small businesses are optimistic. 

As I have said many times, Wash-
ington doesn’t deserve all the credit for 
this. The government does not create 
prosperity. American workers and job 
creators do. But public policy does set 
the stage. Bad policy can make job cre-
ation, wage growth, and capital invest-
ment much more difficult. Good policy 
can make these things easier. Take the 
historic tax reform that Republicans 
passed just last year. 

In addition to immediate tax relief 
for middle-class families and small 
businesses, we also sought to improve 
our long-term foundation by making 
America a more attractive place to 
start a business, expand a business, and 
invest for the future. That is why tax 
reform allowed for full and immediate 
expensing of capital investments and 
made corporate rates more competi-
tive. We are starting to see signs that 
businesses, large and small, are taking 
notice. 

A few weeks ago, the Wall Street 
Journal reported that ‘‘U.S. companies 
are ramping up spending on their busi-
nesses at the fastest pace in years.’’ 
One recent analysis projected that the 
S&P 500 businesses’ spending on new 
factories, equipment, and other capital 
investments in the first quarter of 2018 
would be nearly 25 percent more than 
they spent in the first quarter of just 
last year. 

What about small business? Just a 
few weeks ago, a leading industry sur-
vey showed 62 percent of owners report-
ing recent capital outlays, on the heels 
of the most positive sales trends since 
1995. 

Major, business-changing equipment 
is being purchased. Ribbons are being 
cut on new facilities. The long-term 
foundations for a stronger economy are 
literally being poured. Republicans are 
proud that we helped make this hap-
pen. We are getting Washington out of 
the way so American prosperity can 
take flight. 

ORDER FOR PRINTING—H.R. 5515 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that H.R. 
5515, as amended, be printed as passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
(The bill, H.R. 5515, as amended, as 

passed by the Senate is printed in to-
day’s RECORD under Morning Business.) 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER, LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH, AND MILITARY 
CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS 
AFFAIRS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2019 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 5895, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5895) making appropriations 
for energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Shelby amendment No. 2910, in the nature 

of a substitute. 
Alexander amendment No. 2911 (to amend-

ment No. 2910), to make a technical correc-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Democratic leader is recognized. 

FORCED FAMILY SEPARATION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

Members of both parties—and I believe 
the vast majority of Americans—re-
main concerned about the Trump ad-
ministration’s zero tolerance policy, 
which has resulted in thousands of 
families being separated at the border. 
Anyone who has seen the photos, heard 
the audio of small children, alone and 
afraid, crying out for their parents, 
cannot help but feel horror and disgust 
about what is going on. That is not 
America. That is not the America we 
know and love and the generations be-
fore us have known and loved. 

Clearly, no one should be allowed 
into this country who doesn’t meet the 

legal requirements, but we have an ad-
judication process that in the past did 
not require the separation of parents 
from their children. The Trump admin-
istration has decided, of its own will 
and volition, to take a crueler, more 
callous, and indeed more expensive and 
time-consuming approach. 

A bipartisan group of former U.S. at-
torneys wrote yesterday that ‘‘the Zero 
Tolerance policy is a radical departure 
from previous Justice Department pol-
icy, and that it is dangerous, expen-
sive, and inconsistent with the values 
of the institution in which we served.’’ 

Yet President Trump acts as if his 
hands are tied, as if it is not up to him, 
as if somehow Congress and Democrats 
are to blame for a policy his adminis-
tration instituted, defended, and many 
members of the administration con-
tinue to defend—most recently the 
Homeland Security Secretary. 

The truth is that the Trump adminis-
tration announced this new zero toler-
ance policy at the border in April. Even 
they hadn’t done it before that, so they 
weren’t required. The Trump adminis-
tration decided to criminally prosecute 
every single illegal border case, instead 
of simply deporting them. That is what 
changed—Donald Trump, of his own vo-
lition, changing the policy into a much 
crueler one. He was supported by his 
whole administration—by much of his 
administration. 

Chief of Staff Kelly called the policy 
‘‘a tough deterrent.’’ Secretary of 
Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielson 
has defended the policy, as have Attor-
ney General Sessions, White House Ad-
visor Stephen Miller, and several other 
members of the administration. 

Last night on FOX News, Attorney 
General Sessions characterized the 
family separation policy as a deterrent. 
When President Trump tweets 
‘‘CHANGE THE LAWS’’ and that his 
policy is the result of a law that 
‘‘Democrats forced . . . upon our na-
tion,’’ he is ignoring reality; he is con-
tradicting his own administration. As 
commentator after commentator— 
Democrat, Republican, liberal, con-
servative—has said: President Trump is 
simply not telling the truth, and in a 
cowardly way. 

No law—no law—requires the separa-
tion of families at the border. That is 
just not true. 

At the Republican convention, Presi-
dent Trump said about the problems of 
the Nation that ‘‘I alone can fix it.’’ In 
the case of family separation, it is ac-
tually true. 

Mr. President, you alone can fix it. 
The President alone can fix this with 

a flick of a pen. 
Mr. President, you should fix it. If 

you don’t want to change this cruel 
policy, at least admit it is your deci-
sion. Blaming others falsely is cheap, 
easy, and dishonest—a cheap way out, 
unbecoming of any President. 

President Trump, if you are truly 
ashamed of what is happening at the 
border, get your team together and 
undo this policy. If you don’t want to 
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