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and conviction to fight to end slavery
and keep our Union together.

Juneteenth Independence Day is also
an important moment to recognize how
far we have come and take note of how
far we have yet to go. At the time the
Constitution was drafted, Native Amer-
icans were referred to as savages, Afri-
can Americans were fractions of human
beings, and women were not referred to
at all. The genius of our Constitution
wasn’t its perfection, but rather that it
inspired each generation to expand the
concepts of liberty and freedom and
make our Nation’s promise real for
more and more people. We must not
rest until that liberty and freedom is
real for all people, and this Juneteenth
let us all recommit to helping our
country live up to its fundamental
promise and highest ideals.

———

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
GREATER SCRANTON CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the Greater Scran-
ton Chamber of Commerce on their
150th anniversary. I am proud to high-
light their many accomplishments and
significant contributions to my home-
town of Scranton and northeastern
Pennsylvania.

Eleven years after the city of Scran-
ton was incorporated, 13 visionary and
ambitious men met in the upstairs of a
grocery store and formed the Mer-
chants Association to encourage the
economic growth of the city. Scranton
was an industrial center of mining and
railroads, and the association’s first
order of business was to establish equi-
table freight rates. Later, the associa-
tion was renamed the Scranton Board
of Trade and in 1923 was officially char-
tered as the Greater Scranton Chamber
of Commerce.

For a century and a half, the cham-
ber has actively served the region, al-
ways with the mission of cultivating a
healthy business ecosystem that could
attract, preserve, and create jobs in the
area. In fact, the chamber has always
been a national leader and trendsetter
within the business community. In
1945, as many Scrantonians were serv-
ing in World War II, the chamber spear-
headed a community effort to save jobs
at the Murray Bomber Wing Plant,
which resulted in the launching of the
Scranton Lackawanna Industrial
Building Company. This innovative ef-
fort created what is considered the
American standard model for economic
development. Today, as the largest
business mnetwork in northeastern
Pennsylvania with more than 1,500
member companies representing a vari-
ety of employers, the chamber helps to
foster economic development, provides
small businesses access to affordable
capital, facilitates leadership develop-
ment programs, and leads workforce
development initiatives.

From Scranton’s early days as a hub
for American entrepreneurship and in-
dustry, the chamber has played a crit-
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ical role and continues to be one of the
region’s strongest and most effective
business and community advocates. It
has worked in partnership with numer-
ous stakeholders to address the chal-
lenges brought on by an ever-changing
regional economy.

Although the mining and freight-de-
pendent industries that represented the
growth of the greater Scranton re-
gion’s early days represent a bygone
era, today, new industries now call
northeastern Pennsylvania home.
These new fields of business have
helped the area become a regional lead-
er in education, medicine, and manu-
facturing. Today, the region builds
upon its rich history of industrial inge-
nuity, economic prosperity, and most
notably, new Americans and immi-
grants seeking opportunity. In light of
the region’s diverse heritage and
progress towards true equality, the
chamber hosted its inaugural NEPA
Women’s Leadership Conference in
2015. T am proud of the chamber’s con-
tinued efforts as it strives to promote
the region as an ideal location for busi-
nesses of all genders, ethnicities, races,
socioeconomic groups, sizes, and fields.
The greater Scranton area continues to
be well positioned to attract and retain
businesses, startups, and entrepre-
neurial ventures.

It is a privilege to pay tribute to
Greater Scranton Chamber of Com-
merce’s historic legacy and the con-
tributions its members have made to
the city of Scranton and the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania over the last
150 years. I wish the chamber contin-
ued success and prosperity as it cele-
brates this extraordinary sesquicenten-
nial anniversary.

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize my constituents at
the Greater Scranton Chamber of Com-
merce on their 150th anniversary and
highlight their contributions to mak-
ing the greater Scranton region a won-
derful place to live, work, and raise a
family.

Established in 1867 as the Scranton
Board of Trade, the Greater Scranton
Chamber of Commerce is the largest
business network in northeastern
Pennsylvania, with more than 1,500
member companies representing a vari-
ety of employers. The chamber is also
the parent organization to a number of
affiliates that support economic devel-
opment, provide small business lending
services, facilitate leadership develop-
ment programs, and guide workforce
development initiatives. From Scran-
ton’s early days as a hub for American
heavy industry, the chamber has ac-
tively served the region for more than
150 years, always with the mission of
attracting, sustaining and growing jobs
in the area.

Since its inception, the chamber has
been recognized as one of the region’s
preeminent business and community
advocates. It has worked in partnership
with numerous stakeholders to address
the challenges brought on by an ever-
changing regional economy. For their
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part, as the region transformed over
the last century, so too has the cham-
ber. Since 1923, the chamber has
evolved and developed a number of af-
filiates whose missions are to address
and respond to the changing regional
dynamics through economic, indus-
trial, workforce, and community devel-
opment. These affiliates have worked
to diversify the region’s economy and
utilize the tools and resources avail-
able to them to meet the needs of the
community and its business members.

Today, new industries now call
northeast Pennsylvania home and have
helped the area become a regional lead-
er in fields such as education, medi-
cine, and manufacturing. Most notably,
what drives the region today is build-
ing upon the greater Scranton area’s
rich history of industrial and economic
prosperity. These are key points the
chamber and its partners have seized
on to promote the region as an ideal lo-
cation for businesses of all sizes and
specialties. With a history of success
and an abundance of talent and exper-
tise, the greater Scranton area is well
positioned to attract entrepreneurs and
businesses alike.

I wish to recognize the significant
contributions that the Greater Scran-
ton Chamber of Commerce and its
members have made to the city of
Scranton and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania over the last 150 years
and wish them all the best as the
chamber celebrates this sesquicenten-
nial anniversary.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5540. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Extract of Swinglea glutinosa; Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance’” (FRL No. 9977-75) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June
14, 2018; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-5541. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget,
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a cumulative report
on rescissions dated June 8, 2018; referred
jointly, pursuant to the order of January 30,
1975, as modified by the order of April 11,
1986; to the Committees on Appropriations;
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs; the
Budget; Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation; Energy and Natural Resources; Envi-
ronment and Public Works; Finance; Foreign
Relations; Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions; and the Judiciary.

EC-5542. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General for Administration
and Chief Financial Officer, Department of
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘“‘Department of Justice Re-
sponse to Government Accountability Office
(GAO) finding of Antideficiency Act (ADA)
Violations’’; to the Committee on Appropria-
tions.

EC-5543. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and
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