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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Texas has
a proud history, and the names of Texas heroes—Sam Houston, Juan Seguin, and, my
hero, William Barrett Travis—are still remembered and venerated by Texans. Two names
that are often unjustifiably left out of this group
are James and Jane Long.
A veteran of the War of 1812, Dr. James
Long was a doctor living in Natchez, Mississippi, in 1819. In that year, the United
States and Spain agreed on the Adams-Onis
treaty, in which Spain relinquished control over
Florida and the United States rescinded claims
to the land west of the Sabine River in Texas.
Long and his friends didn’t like that they no
longer had access to a land they considered
their birthright. They decided to take action.
Dr. Long proposed the establishment of
Texas as an independent and sovereign nation. Together with eighty of his friends, as
well as his wife, Jane, and their newborn infant, Long rode to Nacogdoches. By the time
his group reached the Texas settlement, they
were over 300 strong. Internal resistance and
uncertainty had plagued Spanish Texas, and
so Long’s party easily took control of
Nacogdoches.
They then gathered for a solemn convention. On June 23, 1819, under the heat of the
Texas sun, the group proclaimed Texas a free
and independent nation and elected Dr. Long
as its first president. They became the first to
champion the Lone Star. Indeed, the Lone
Star featured prominently on their flag, which
adopted the 13 red and white stripes of the
American flag and placed a single star in the
top left-hand corner.
The fate of Long’s new Texas Republic was
cruel and short-lived. Spanish forces, upon
hearing of Long’s presence in Nacogdoches,
marched east from Bexar (modern-day San
Antonio) and drove Long’s forces out, killing
his brother in the process. Long traveled with
his young family to New Orleans, and, determined not to give up on his dream, attempted
to stir up support for a second expedition. He
found a willing partner in Don Felix
Trespalacios, and in 1829, the two departed
by sea, bound for the Texas coast.
After landing at a place they named Point
Bolivar, in honor of the South American revolutionary, Long took forces inland while
Trespalacios sailed onward to spread revolution elsewhere. When his forces took La
Bahia, however, Spanish troops struck back
and forced their surrender. Long became a
captive and traveled to Mexico City to await
his fate. Amid mysterious circumstances, Long
was shot and killed while in Mexico City, leaving his young wife and two children alone to
fend for themselves at Point Bolivar.

Texas women are fiercely courageous, and
Mrs. Long was no different. Though she was
just twenty-one years old, she was determined
not to become a victim of her own circumstances. She fended off would-be Indian
assailants while wintering in Galveston Bay,
and in the spring, she traveled on horseback
with her two young children and an enslaved
woman to Bexar and then to Monterrey, hundreds of miles across the open, rugged Texas
landscape. She was determined to bring her
husband’s murderer to justice, but even her indomitable spirit could not overcome a turbulent political climate. Unsuccessful but not unbowed, she rode back to Mississippi with her
children. She later made her way back to
Texas, settling at Richmond near the coast,
and died on Texas soil in 1880.
Mr. Speaker, James and Jane Long are vital
to the history of Texas. These two individuals
helped sow the seeds of independence in the
minds of Texans. Members of Long’s expedition, in particular Ben Miram and Jim Bowie,
later played integral roles in winning Texas
independence from Mexico. While their contribution has often been overlooked by history,
their names should live beside those of Houston, Seguin, and Travis as true Texas heroes.
And that is just the way it is.
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I
stand before you today to address a new
wave sweeping the state of Alabama and the
nation. In response to the Trump administration’s continued attack on women as well as
the #MeToo movement, at least 70 AfricanAmerican women ran for office in the Alabama
primary on June 5th. These women ran for
their local school boards, for county judgeships, for state lawmakers, and for Congress.
Black women have been the backbone of
families and communities for generations, providing an unwavering source of strength. I
know I stand on the shoulders of such women
of strength, like Shirley Chisholm, Harriett
Tubman, and Amelia Boynton Robinson.
Moreover, I am inspired every day by my
mother, Nancy Garner Sewell, who was the
first African American female elected to the
City Council of Selma, Alabama. These dynamic black women gave all they had to create a more just and free America. Yet, the
fight is long from over.
As the first African-American woman elected
to Congress from the State of Alabama in
2010, I am overjoyed to see so many others
enthusiastic to serve their communities by running for office. Black women are refusing to sit
idly on the sidelines. Whether it is on issues

of access to quality healthcare, education,
equal pay for equal work, or engagement in
the political arena, we have women from
around the country that are joining the fight to
let the world know that we will hold our elected officials accountable on issues that affect
us, our families, and our communities.
As more black women continue to speak out
and run for office, I look forward to welcoming
them to the table.
f
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Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life of Dr. James Bok
Wong, who passed away on May 25, 2018 at
the age of 96. Dr. Wong was a lifelong leader
in his community, an immigrant, a businessman, and a veteran.
Dr. Wong was born in Canton, China in
1922. After immigrating to the United States in
1938, he served with the famous Flying Tigers
Air Corps, the first American Volunteer Group
of the Chinese Air Force during World War II.
Following his service, he earned a Bachelor of
Science in Agriculture and Chemical Engineering from the University of Maryland under the
G.I. bill, and went on to earn both a Master of
Science and PhD in Chemical Engineering
from the University of Illinois. An entrepreneur
and businessman, Dr. Wong rose to become
a distinguished figure in the biochemical industry. He served as chief economist and director of international technologies for Dart Industries, and founded his own company,
James B. Wong Associates, Inc., through
which he licensed U.S. technologies to spearhead the dairy industry in China.
In 1971, Dr. Wong founded the Chinese
American Citizens Alliance Foundation to support the growing Chinese American community
in Los Angeles. The foundation has provided
educational and leadership opportunities to
countless young people and played a key role
in encouraging civic engagement. Dr. Wong
was also a longtime leader in the Chinese
American Citizens Alliance, serving as national
marshal, president, and a member of the
board of directors. Recognized with an L.A.
Outstanding Volunteer Service Award in 1977,
Dr. Wong later received a History Makers
Leadership Award by the Chinese American
Museum in 2014.
Dr. Wong leaves behind an enduring legacy
of dedication and service to his country and
his community. He is an inspiration to all those
who knew him and it is my honor to commemorate his life.
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Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Margot James Copeland and acknowledge her achievements. She is known for her
commitment to improve the local economy and
foster inclusive multicultural and multiracial relations in Cleveland, Ohio. Mrs. Copeland is
an integral force for change in shaping an inclusive urban community that welcomes constructive change by means of intercultural dialogue and cooperation.
A native of Richmond, Virginia, Mrs.
Copeland graduated from Hampton University
with a Bachelor of Science degree in physics.
She went on to receive her Master of Arts in
Educational Research and Statistics from the
Ohio State University.
Mrs. Copeland began her corporate career
at Xerox Corporation, Polaroid, and Picker
International. She later served as Executive
Director for Leadership Cleveland before becoming President and CEO of the Greater
Cleveland Roundtable.
Currently, Mrs. Copeland is Executive Vice
President and Director of Philanthropy and
Civic Engagement at KeyBank, one of the nation’s largest bank-based multi-line financial
services companies. In her role, Mrs.
Copeland also serves as Chair and CEO of
the KeyBank Foundation, where she guides
strategic philanthropic investments promoting
affordable home ownership, high quality education, and small business growth. By supporting organizations and programs, she helps
make dreams become reality. Mrs. Copeland
has been a proven leader in a number of community organizations and sits on several
boards. She is the 15th National President of
The Links, Inc., serving from 2010 to 2014.
She served as President of the Junior League
of Cleveland, sat on the Kent State University
Board of Trustees, acted as a Protege Program Advisor for Morehouse College, and was
a member of the Business School Advisory
Board at Hampton University. Mrs. Copeland’s
public service is marked by her appointment
as Vice Chairperson of the Cleveland Bicentennial Commission and, subsequently, the
Cleveland Millennium Commission by former
Mayor Michael R. White, whose second term
Inaugural Committee she chaired. She also
served on the Transition Committee for current
Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson.
Mrs. Copeland’s extensive record of excellence in service to her community makes it
truly an honor to know her, and it gives me
great pleasure, Mr. Speaker, to celebrate her
today.
f
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Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life of Gerald ‘Jerry’
Eighmy, who passed away on Tuesday, May

VerDate Sep 11 2014

03:21 Jun 23, 2018

Jkt 079060

15, 2018 after a lengthy illness. Jerry is survived by his wife of 56 years—Mary, his sons
Scott and Harry (both of Erie) and eight beloved grandchildren who will proudly carry on
the legacy of their admirable grandfather.
Jerry was born on December 17, 1940 in
Cleveland, Ohio. He moved to Conneaut early
in life and has been a lifelong resident ever
since. After graduating from Conneaut High
School, Jerry worked on the ore boats for US
Steel to gather up the money needed to go to
college.
He attended Heidelberg College in Tiffin,
OH getting a degree in chemistry. Shortly after
graduating, Jerry started working for his father
at the family machining company, the Eighmy
Corporation in Conneaut. Over the years,
Jerry was instrumental in growing and advancing the company.
In 1984, Jerry started American Turned
Products in Erie, PA. American Turned Products has grown into a thriving manufacturing
company, with two plants in Erie County that
serve the automotive, appliance, military and
hydraulics industries.
During his time in the machining industry,
Jerry became very involved with the National
Screw Machine Products Association, now
called the Precision Machined Products Association (PMPA). PMPA is an international
trade association that represents the interests
of the precision machined products industry
and provides programs and services to ensure
members stay ahead of the curve and ready
to compete on a global scale.
Jerry was actively involved in many PMPA
committees over the years and also served on
the PMPA’s Finance, Executive, and Pension
Committees. Jerry served a five year term as
Association Treasurer before transitioning to
Association Second Vice President, First Vice
President, and eventually President elect. In
order to acknowledge his service to the association and industry in general, Jerry was presented with the merit award, the association’s
highest honor.
Jerry continuously strived to make a difference and better the lives of those around
him, which he did through a number of capacities. He was a board member and past President of the NWPA Manufacturers and business association and served on the board of
Brown Memorial Hospital for 25 years until becoming the chairman. In addition, Jerry was
instrumental in the creation of the sports complex for the Conneaut School System, where
he was not only the major monetary donor for
the project but also donated the land for the
track and soccer field, which bears his name
today.
In serving his family and community, Jerry
was a leader in the truest sense of the word
and a role model for those who were privileged to know him. He set a standard of excellence and generosity that is both admirable
and praiseworthy. Furthermore, Jerry was a
class act that will be remembered for his distinguished career and selfless personality.
Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
memory of Jerry Eighmy, a service-minded individual who leaves behind a legacy of compassion and integrity that will positively impact
the Conneaut community for years to come.
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the year
was 1787. The American experiment was in
trouble. After the Revolution, the colonies
came together to draft the Articles of Confederation, which enumerated the powers of the
new government. This document, however, left
the government unable to regulate interstate
commerce, raise revenue through taxes, or
support a national defense. Many of the colonists had become restless, and some like
Daniel Shays even began openly revolting
against the newly founded government.
It was time to act. Fifty-five men from
around the colonies made the arduous trek to
Philadelphia, where they crammed inside
Independence Hall, the same venue where,
just eleven years before, many of the individuals present hammered out and ratified the
Declaration of Independence. Under the leadership of the gentleman from Virginia, Mr.
George Washington, the delegates debated a
new direction for the fledgling government.
The document that was finally agreed upon by
the delegates was what we know today as the
United States Constitution. The document outlined a federal government made up of three
branches that could each check and balance
the powers of the others.
After much debate, it was up to the delegates to gain the ratification of their respective
states. They returned home and attempted to
whip up support for the Constitution, needing
nine states out of thirteen to successfully bring
the Constitution into law. Some went to great
lengths to promote the Constitution. Alexander
Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay published the Federalist Papers under pseudonyms, a series of essays that highlighted the
advantages of the document.
Slowly but surely, the ratifications trickled in.
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, and Connecticut were the first to support
the document. Massachusetts, Maryland, and
South Carolina followed suit, and finally on
June 21, 1788, New Hampshire provided the
ninth and decisive ratification. The Constitution
was adopted by the U.S. government on
March 4, 1789, and the other colonies soon
ratified the document, successfully uniting the
nation.
More than any individual or group, the documents drafted and adopted by our Founding
Fathers shaped who we are as a nation. The
Constitution provides us the structure to defend, govern, and implement the beliefs and
freedoms enshrined in the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights. It establishes
that we the people, not a king or tyrant, would
govern our nation.
Mr. Speaker, George Washington hailed the
Constitution as ‘‘the guide in which I will never
abandon.’’ Today, on the occasion of the
230th anniversary of the ratification of this
document, let us remember the oath that we
took before taking office to support and defend
this guide, the very essence of our democracy.
And that is just the way it is.
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