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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord, God, thank You for the majesty
of Your Name that fills our hearts with
joy. We are grateful for the declara-
tions in nature that constantly remind
us of Your might and power. Lord, the
heavens declare Your glory.

Continue to protect and sustain our
Senators. Provide them with power to
meet each challenge, to solve each
problem, and to catapult each obstacle.

Eternal God, You reign forever, judg-
ing the world with Your justice and
ruling nations with Your providence.
Remind us that the hearts of world
leaders are in Your hands and Your
purposes will prevail.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

ENERGY AND WATER, LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH, AND MILITARY
CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS
AFFAIRS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2019

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 5895, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5895) making appropriations
for energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

REMEMBERING FIRST LIEUTENANT GARLIN MURL
CONNER

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
week our Nation will honor the mem-
ory of a brave Kentuckian. President
Trump will posthumously award 1LT
Garlin Murl Conner with our Nation’s
highest military distinction, the Medal
of Honor.

In 1941 Garlin left his farm town in
Clinton County, KY. This quiet 21-
year-old enlisted in the Army. When he
returned, after World War II service
that spanned eight major campaigns
and earned a battlefield commission,
four Silver Stars, three Purple Hearts,
and the Distinguished Service Cross, he
was a hero.

Lieutenant Conner wasn’t supposed
to be in a snow-covered forest that
January morning in 1945. He was meant
to be recovering in a hospital. But with
his unit in need, he snuck away and re-
turned to the front in France. When he
rejoined his comrades, they were in ur-
gent danger, pinned down by six Ger-
man tanks. Lieutenant Conner stepped
forward. He took a telephone, a radio,
and a wire reel and ran toward the
enemy alone—totally alone.

Past the American line, in a ditch
barely large enough to cover him, Lieu-
tenant Conner began directing artillery
against the approaching enemy. He
held his ground through wave after

wave of German advances. When the
enemy surged, even coming within feet
of him, he called in artillery strikes on
his own position.

Amazingly, when the dust settled,
Lieutenant Conner was still alive, and
Allied artillery had destroyed the Ger-
man tanks and stopped the advance. On
that frigid morning, in complete dis-
regard for his own safety, Lieutenant
Conner saved the lives of his comrades.

This afternoon I will have the privi-
lege to welcome Ms. Pauline Conner,
Garlin’s wife of more than 50 years, and
other family members to the Capitol.
Without Pauline’s patience and stead-
fast resolve, there would be no recogni-
tion tomorrow.

After the war, Lieutenant Conner de-
murred any sort of personal glory.
With the humility that is typical
among the Greatest Generation, he re-
turned to his farm and planned to leave
the war behind him. Later in life, he
took it upon himself to meet privately
with his fellow veterans and their fami-
lies, offering comfort and advice.

One day late in Lieutenant Conner’s
life, a former Army Green Beret named
Richard Chilton came to their home to
ask about his late uncle, who had
served with him in Europe. He saw all
of Garlin’s decorations and medals and
urged Pauline to apply for the Medal of
Honor. That was the first step. The
path wasn’t easy—filing paperwork,
finding eyewitness accounts, gathering
support from the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, generals, and
even Members of Congress. It was my
privilege to join Pauline’s team when
they contacted my office over a decade
ago. There were setbacks, even a Fed-
eral court ruling, but Pauline and her
team pushed forward. Her long journey
will finally end in victory when the
Commander in Chief entrusts her with
Garlin’s Medal of Honor tomorrow. I
am grateful to President Trump, Sec-
retary Mattis, and Secretary Hsper for
recognizing this deserving Kentuckian.

I am proud to congratulate Pauline
and her family today, and I would like
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