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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 26, 2018

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing Roll Call votes held on June 25th and 26th
of 2018, | was inescapably detained handling
important matters related to my District and
the State of Alabama. If | had been present,
| would have voted YES on the Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 299, YES on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 5783, NO on the Motion on Ordering the
Previous Question on H. Res. 961, NO on H.
Res. 961, YES on final passage of H.R. 4294,
YES on final passage of H.R. 2083 , and YES
on final passage of H.R. 5841.

HONORING DR. DELORES JACOBS

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 26, 2018

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. Delores Jacobs for her outstanding
career spent dedicated to empowering local
San Diego LGBT community members, as
well as her inspirational drive to impact public
policy. These policies encourage the improve-
ment and preservation of the LGBT commu-
nity and allies.

Dr. Jacobs launched her momentous career
in 1998 when she began serving at The San
Diego LGBT Community Center, “The Cen-
ter,” as the Director of Behavioral Health Serv-
ices. In 2001, she was selected as the Chief
Executive Officer of The Center and served
this position until June 30, 2018. Thanks to
her strong leadership and far-reaching efforts,
this facility is now recognized as one of the
nation’s oldest and largest LGBT Centers, as
it now offers over 60,000 services to 25,000
people annually.

Throughout her career of 20 years spent at
The Center, Dr. Jacobs’ efforts led to the de-
velopment of progressive, one-of-a-kind pro-
grams; Dr. Jacobs assisted in creating the Hill-
crest Youth Center, the country’s first Latino
services department at an LGBT center, as
well as the establishment of the 23-unit Sun-
burst Youth Housing program, which seeks to
provide aid for formerly homeless LGBT youth.

Dr. Jacobs’ mission did not stop at commu-
nity involvement, she also sought to impact
public policy through the establishment of The
Center's Get Out The Vote (GOTV) organiza-
tion, as well as leading the charge towards the
defeat of California’s unjust state constitutional
amendment, Proposition 8, that banned same-
sex marriage.

Dr. Jacobs’ proven dedication and leader-
ship has not gone unnoticed, and she remains
an inspiration to us all. Delores was chosen as
the inaugural recipient of the, “Local Heroes”
Award from KPBS and Union Bank, as well as
the LEAD San Diego’s Visionary Award for Di-
versity and the Equality Leadership Award
from Equality California.

On behalf of California’s 51st Congressional
District, | would like to formally extend my sin-
cere congratulations to Dr. Jacobs on her re-
tirement and career of effecting change for a
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marginalized community, | wish her all the
best in her future endeavors.

RECOGNIZING MATTHEW KORTEN

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

OF NEW JERESEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 26, 2018

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to wish Matthew Korten a happy 60th
birthday today.

Matt was born in the Bronx on June 26,
1958. At a very young age he always pas-
sionate for sports, politics, and helping others.
Matt attended SUNY Brockport in 1976 where
he studied Psychology while also participating
on the Men’s Track Team. He then graduated
with his Masters in Experimental Psychology
at Villanova University in 1982.

Since moving to East Brunswick in the late
1980s with his wife Marci, Matt has been an
active and all-around member of the commu-
nity by volunteering as a Transportation &
Commuter Advocate, a Trustee of Temple
B’nai Shalom, President of the Recreation &
Parks Advisory Board, co-founder and Presi-
dent of the Fast Break Basketball Association,
Inc. and on the community Development Block
Grant Citizen’'s Advisory Committee. Matt's
commitment to the East Brunswick has been
consistently recognized by his neighbors, who
have elected him as Committeeman for East
Brunswick’s 36th Voting District since the early
1990s; and in 2009, East Brunswick’s gov-
erning board appointed him to serve the re-
mainder of the year on the Township Council.

Matt has given 30 years working toward im-
proving the quality of life in the community and
has proudly represented East Brunswick in all
the work he has done—he truly represents the
ideals of a great public servant and community
leader. Along with his wife, Matt has three
sons, Dan, Brad, and Grant.

Mr. Speaker, | sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Matt
Korten on his birthday and to thank him for his
amazing service to his community and others.

———

THE RETIREMENT OF MARTIN
“MARTY” RENDON

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 26, 2018

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to offer my thanks and to honor Martin “Marty”
Rendon on the occasion of his retirement from
UNICEF USA, where he worked for 25 years
as Vice President for Public Policy and Advo-
cacy. In this capacity, Marty worked with me
and with my staff to advance a wide range of
funding and policy measures that have im-
proved the lives of vulnerable children around
the world, focusing particularly on global child
health and child survival. Marty has also been
an invaluable resource to the work my col-
leagues and | do through the House Global
Health Caucus.

While many of us may know him best from
his advocacy work, prior to working at
UNICEF, Marty had a 25-year career on Cap-
itol Hill working on child survival and human
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rights issues. Marty worked with four Members
of Congress, including 14 years of service to
former Congressman Tony P. Hall (D-Ohio),
where he helped implement the child health
revolution in U.S. foreign policy and was on
the ground floor of the 1986 bipartisan Con-
gressional initiative for child survival funding.
He capped his career on Capitol Hill as Staff
Director of the House Select Committee on
Hunger.

A well-known leader on a wide range of
global health and human rights initiatives,
Marty was invited to attend the Nobel Peace
Prize ceremony in 1996 for his work on East
Timor (Timor Leste). Marty’s work on the Hill
and at UNICEF has literally saved the lives of
millions of children.

Members of Congress and the organizations
working on global health constitute a close-knit
community, of which Marty has been a leading
voice and champion for 50 years. We thank
him for his service, for the efforts he has
made for the least among us, and for his per-
sistent advocacy. We wish him well as he con-
tinues with the next chapter of his life.

————

NAFTA AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
TRADE TO ALABAMA’S ECONOMY

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 26, 2018

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
stand before you today to address the Trump
Administration’s renegotiation of the North
American Free Trade Agreement. NAFTA,
which governs trade between the U.S., Can-
ada, and Mexico, has a substantial impact
Alabama farmers, workers, industry, and con-
sumers.

Over 173,000 Alabama jobs are dependent
on NAFTA, with the state exporting over $7.7
billion in goods and services to Canada and
Mexico. Canada is Alabama’s largest export
market and Mexico is the state’s 4th largest.
If the Trump administration withdrew from
NAFTA, as they have threatened to do, Ala-
bama’s economy would suffer. Americans
would lose their jobs, supply chains would be
disrupted, and we would see a severe eco-
nomic downturn.

Moreover, | am strongly opposed to the
many radical proposals being pushed by the
Trump Administration, such as the five-year
sunset provision and the auto rules of origin
proposal. A five-year sunset clause would
deter long-term investment and promote un-
certainty, effectively weakening the entire
agreement. Also, increasing the auto rules of
origin threshold requiring more auto parts to
originate in the U.S. would hurt the competi-
tiveness of the largest automotive manufactur-
ers in my district. These facilities, including
Mercedes and Hyundai, provide Alabamians
with quality, high paying jobs that that my dis-
trict cannot afford to lose.

What we need is a free and fair modernized
NAFTA that includes provisions like a digital
trade chapter and updated intellectual property
rights protections. It is time this administration
focused on negotiating with our Canadian and
Mexican allies to improve the agreement for
all three countries so that we can expand mar-
kets and grow America’s economy.

| strongly urge the Trump Administration to
stop threatening withdrawal from NAFTA, and
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| hope that the United States Trade Rep- PERSONAL EXPLANATION 287: Motion to Reconsider H.R. 6 “SUPPORT
resentative will focus on modernizing the for Patients and Communities Act.” Had |

agreement instead of pushing radical pro- HON. TOM REED been present, | would have voted “no”. In ad-
posals that would hurt Alabamians. OF NEW YORK dition, | was also unable to vote on Roll Call
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES No. 288: Final Passage of H.R. 6 "SUPPORT
for Patients and Communities Act.” Had |

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 been present, | would have voted “yes.”

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, on Friday June 22,
2018, | was unable to vote on “Roll Call No.
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