June 28, 2018

stayed with me for more than forty years of
practice as a psychoanalyst and child therapist was the traumatic effect of separation
from their mothers. ‘‘The war acquires comparatively little significance for children so
long as it only threatens their lives, disturbs
their material comfort or cuts their food rations. It becomes enormously significant the
moment it breaks up family ties and uproots
the first emotional attachments of the child
within the family group. London children,
therefore, were on the whole much less upset
by bombing than by evacuation to the country as a protection against it.’’ (p. 37 War
and Children, by Anna Freud and Dorothy T.
Burlingham)
I don’t believe it is an exaggeration to say
that our country is now engaged in a war—
a war to overthrow our democracy, a war on
our constitution and legal system, a war on
our principles, and a war on being human.
Usually the first to suffer are the most vulnerable and defenseless, as we are now witnessing in the treatment of young children
at our border. We are giving no thought to
the child abuse we are inflicting on these
children—in fact, we are doing the opposite;
we are turning a blind eye, which is the main
characteristic of child abuse. Child abuse
takes many forms, not only visible, external
bruises. The wrenching separation that these
young children are experiencing every
minute they are apart from their families is
a trauma inflicted that will remain an open
wound. Daily, we are reading about the visible distress these children show—terror, severe separation anxiety, sleeplessness, nightmares, crying, begging for their parents.
Why is zero tolerance an acceptable policy? ‘‘Zero tolerance’’ implies a police state
where torture or murder is necessary if one
crosses the border illegally. Zero tolerance
gives permission to commit child abuse by
separating the children from their parents.
All child experts agree that such separation
is a form of child abuse that can leave the
children with permanent mental and physical damage. Separation of children from
parents is child abuse; it is not an attempt
to enforce the law, but rather an attempt to
terrorize the parents by threatening them
with the permanent loss of their children.
Families with children can be detained together if necessary, without resorting to
abuse by separating children from their parents, destroying the family bond, and inflicting severe and often irreversible mental and
physical harm on the children.
As a child, I had the good fortune to survive World War II with my parents by my
side. We were together in a displaced persons
camp in Germany in the American section
from 1946 to 1952 before immigrating to the
United States. The United States Army, our
heroes, who oversaw the camp provided a
safe community for the refugees. There is no
comparison between my childhood in the DP
camp and the children separated from their
families at our border. Today, I no longer
recognize the country we live in.
We adult citizens of this country and our
elected representatives know of this abuse,
and we are nevertheless allowing it to continue, which makes all of us complicit.
f
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TRIBUTE TO KATELYN THOMPSON
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Thursday, June 28, 2018
Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Katelyn Thompson, from Guthrie County
Hospital in Guthrie Center, Iowa. Ms. Thomp-
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son was awarded the 2018 DAISY Award For
Extraordinary Nurses at a ceremony on May
10, 2018.
This award is part of the DAISY Foundation’s program to recognize the superhuman
efforts nurses perform every day. Katelyn was
nominated by patients, families, and colleagues because of her willingness to give her
best efforts for the patients at GCH.
I applaud and congratulate Katelyn for her
award and for providing excellent patient care
in Iowa’s Third District. I am proud to represent her and all the employees of the Guthrie County Hospital in the United States Congress. I know that my colleagues join me in
congratulating Katelyn Thompson and wishing
her well and continued success in the future.
f
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CHURCH’S 200TH ANNIVERSARY
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
acknowledge the bicentennial anniversary of
the Bankston Fork Baptist Church in Harrisburg, Illinois. The church was founded in 1818
by Wilson Henderson and Chester Carpenter.
The Bankston Fork Baptist Church has existed as a religious body for 200 years and
has continuously given back to the community.
After the church opened, they immediately
started to spread their message of love,
friendship and equality throughout the area.
Bankston Fork Baptist Church is one of the
oldest churches in Illinois and the church has
occupied five different buildings in four different locations during its tenure.
I offer my congratulations to the members of
Bankston Fork Baptist Church on their bicentennial anniversary. I wish them many more
prosperous years in the future.
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COMMEMORATING OLYMPIA MIDDLE SCHOOL ON RECEIVING THE
SCHOOL TO WATCH RECOGNITION

HON. DARIN LaHOOD
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018
Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would
like to recognize Olympia Middle School as a
2018 winner of the Schools to Watch initiative.
This recognition is a testament to the hard
work both the faculty and students have put
into another successful year.
The Schools to Watch program was developed in 1999 by the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform as a way to highlight schools across the country that meet a
high standard for educational excellence. The
initiative chooses schools based on a holistic
evaluation of academic excellence, developmental responsiveness, and social equity, all
within a strong organizational support structure.
I was not surprised to hear that Olympia
Middle School was selected for this honor because I know the level of hard work and dedication the staff, administration, and students
all exhibit. Congratulations to Olympia Middle
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School. I am proud to represent this shining
example of educational excellence.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I introduced the District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment Home Rule Act. This bill would
give the District the authority to appoint all
members of the D.C. Board of Zoning Adjustment (Board), except when the Board is performing functions regarding an application by
a foreign mission with respect to a chancery.
The Board issues special exceptions, or
variances, to the regulations issued by the
D.C. Zoning Commission (Commission). This
bill does not alter the authority of the Board.
Like every other jurisdiction in the United
States, the District should be free to set its
own local land-use policies. As the District
continues to contend with rapid population
growth and economic development, it is more
important than ever that the members of the
Board are accountable to District residents
and local elected officials.
Under current law, in general, the Board
consists of a representative each from the National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC)
and the Commission, each of whom may be a
federal official, and three mayoral appointees,
subject to D.C. Council approval. The Board
has no authority over federal property.
Under current law, when the Board is performing functions regarding an application by
a foreign mission with respect to the location,
expansion or replacement of a chancery, the
Board consists of the Executive Director of
NCPC; the Director of the National Park Service, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
the Interior, or the Administrator of General
Services, as designated by the President; and
the three mayoral appointees. This bill does
not change this composition.
This is an important step to recognize and
increase home rule for the District, and I urge
my colleagues to support this bill.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Mr. Luke Cohen on the occasion of his
Bar Mitzvah, and for his dedication to public
service. Recent events in our nation have
highlighted the social and political divide that
we all must work to bridge. It is with great
pride that I include in the RECORD the powerful
words of Mr. Cohen, delivered on the day of
his Bar Mitzvah.
Mr. Speaker, while this speech encourages
us all to fight for equality and protection under
the law, it also reminds us that we must work
to improve our society for our children and
grandchildren.
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