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I spoke with Fara Gold, a Civil Rights
prosecutor at the Department of Justice,
who prosecuted the first case under the
Shepard/Byrd Act. In another sad hate
crime, three white men branded swastikas on
a Native American boy who accidentally
wandered off the Indian Reservation. She
told me that the men wouldn’t have served
their full jail time without this new law.

THE ‘‘NO PLACE FOR HATE’’ CLUB

In thinking about how to take action in
my community, I created a club called ‘“No
Place for Hate” at my school. The club has
about 17 members. It’s a club that encour-
ages kindness and tries to create a tolerant,
inclusive school environment. On April 25,
ADL recognized the efforts of our club and
name Alice Deal Middle school as an official
““No Place for Hate’ School. A school quali-
fies by doing an activity that promotes a
healthy school climate and having most peo-
ple in the school sign a pledge saying that
they will try to make the school a good place
for everyone there.

Our first activity was a ‘‘Yellow Brick
Road” to peace. One morning, every class in
the school had a group discussion about hate
and tolerance. Then, everyone around the
school decorated a ‘‘brick,” which was a half
sheet of paper, that said ‘“We can make. Deal
an accepting community by. . .”” and people
had to express their ideas. We then put the
completed sheets up in the gallery, which is
a place that everyone walks through and can
see everyday.

People also signed a Resolution of Respect.
They agreed to six principles to combat prej-
udice and hate and promote respect and dig-
nity. Such as, I WILL SPEAK OUT
AGAINST prejudice and discrimination.

These principles are what drive the club at
Alice Deal Middle School and other NPFH
schools. I think these are great principles
that could be used in everyday life to make
the world a better place. Now, I would like to
invite my fellow members of our Club to
stand up and be recognized.

I will carry the club through the end of
this year and into next year with the support
of the club members. We hope to make the
NPFH club one that carries through the Deal
community for years to come.

This experience has taught me that, even
though we’ve come a long way, hate con-
tinues to be a common problem in our com-
munities. Through efforts like NPFH, we can
try to stop some of those acts from hap-
pening. All the schools at the NPFH cere-
mony had done activities, which showed me
that young people can make a difference. For
example, there was a high school senior who
was Sikh, which is a religion. After a hate
crime at a sikh (seek) temple, she went out
in her community to educate all kids in her
county about her religion to prevent igno-
rance and hatred. Many of the other schools
did very impressive things too.

I hope that my presentation encourages ev-
eryone to open their hearts and think about
whether we truly accept people with dif-
ferences. If you would like to donate to the
No Place for Hate program, I would be happy
to give you the information about how you
can do that. Before I close, I would like to
thank a few people who helped me. First, I
would like to thank Rabbi Jeremy for help-
ing me find the quotes from the Jewish texts
and Norman hall for teaching our class this
year. Next, I would like to thank Ms. New-
man and Seth Gordon-Lipkin for their help
with the club. I would also like to thank all
the people who came out today to support
me. And most of all I would like to thank my
family, especially my parents, for their help
and supportiveness and for making today
possible. Finally I would like to thank Rigby
and Juliet for their support and friendship
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throughout this whole project and their par-
ents for their help too. In closing, this expe-
rience has shown me that we can all make a
difference and take a stand against intoler-
ance. As Albus Dumbledore said in Book 4 of
Harry Potter, ‘“‘Difference of habit and lan-
guage are nothing at all if our aims are iden-
tical and our hearts are open.”
Thank you.

—————
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Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Assistant Chief Robert Brinson,
Captain Michael Reep and Captain Jonathan
Ferguson, along with Firefighters Stacy Ritch-
ie, Corey Sasser, Albert Lockamy, Zachary
Wages and Stanton James for receiving the
Greater Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce’s
Public Safety Valor Award for their work with
the Fayetteville Fire Department Engine 3, En-
gine 14 and Rescue 1 teams.

We are all familiar with the heroic work our
firefighters do protecting our communities.
Whether it is giving us peace of mind or sav-
ing the lives of others when a crisis strikes,
the men and women who put on these uni-
forms are unsung heroes in towns and cities
all across our nation. They work long hours,
day and night, to ensure that we feel safe as
we go about our daily lives.

The Valor Award is presented by the Great-
er Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce to
those who execute extreme acts of heroism in
order to save the lives of others in our com-
munity. The members of Fayetteville Fire De-
partment Engine 3, Engine 14 and Rescue 1
teams were put to the test when a vehicle
struck a gas line and a life-threating fire rap-
idly progressed towards the car while a man
laid unconscious inside. Because of the quick
action and smart decisions made by the team,
the victim was saved and taken to the hospital
where he made a complete recovery. I'm ab-
solutely awed by the selflessness and courage
displayed by these men and women who put
their lives in danger to help others on a daily
basis.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating
the Fayetteville Fire Department Engine 3, En-
gine 14 and Rescue 1 on receiving the Public
Safety Valor Award for their courageous serv-
ice to our community.
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Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, |
rise to recognize and celebrate the rich, vi-
brant history and perseverant spirit of the peo-
ple of the Tamina Community in the Eighth
Congressional District of Texas.

Tamina’s roots can be traced back to 1871,
when scores of freed slaves came to work on
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the railroads. Under the guidance of educator
R.B. Niles and businessman John Nilor, a
community began to grow—marking the begin-
ning of what would someday be known as one
of the oldest and most historic communities in
Texas.

Acting as a hub for railroad workers and as
a home to many of the earliest employees of
Grogan’s Mill, Tamina quickly grew into a
community largely defined by its resilience, di-
versity, and resourcefulness. As the world
around it changed, the Tamina community
adapted and thrived, all while remaining true
to its values and deep roots.

Today, Tamina’s heritage represents a
wealth of big dreams, shared values, and
common goals. A portion of this heritage, in-
cluding the tombs of freed slaves, Native
Americans, and the community’s original set-
tlers, has been preserved in the Tamina
Sweet Rest Cemetery for over a century. Un-
fortunately, the rains and flooding of Hurricane
Harvey and years of drainage issues have
jeopardized the future of this symbol of
Tamina’s history.

In the spirit of comradery and resolve, which
this community has embodied for decades, the
descendants of Tamina’s founders and its
community leaders have formed the Tamina
Cemetery and Community Project CDC. This
group is committed to raising awareness and
the money needed to fully restore and pre-
serve the cemetery so that current and future
residents can remember their history and the
legacies of their forefathers.

It is my honor to represent this remarkable
community in Congress, and | am proud to
recognize the residents and community lead-
ers organizing in support of the Tamina Sweet
Rest Cemetery. | know that | am joined by the
entire Eighth Congressional District of Texas
in recognizing their tireless efforts and thank-
ing them for their continued dedication to pre-
serving the rich heritage of the Tamina Com-
munity for decades to come.

————————
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Connie
and Bob Brunskill of Ellston, lowa, on the very
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on June 8, 1968
at the Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cedar
Falls, lowa.

Connie and Bob’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies our
lowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish,
and honor one another for many years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Connie and Bob Brunskill
on this meaningful occasion and in wishing
them both nothing but continued happiness.
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