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| was also unable to be present to cast my
vote on the THRIVE Act (H.R. 5735). Had |
been present for Roll Call No. 266, | would
have voted “NAY.”

——
SUBSTANCE USE-DISORDER PRE-
VENTION THAT PROMOTES

OPIOID RECOVERY AND TREAT-
MENT FOR PATIENTS AND COM-
MUNITIES ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 22, 2018

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6) to provide
for opioid use disorder prevention, recovery,
and treatment, and for other purposes:

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Chair, | rise today in sup-
port of the bipartisan legislation, SUPPORT for
Patients and Communities Act (H.R. 6). This
legislation includes several provisions which
would improve access to health care and
treatment services for low-income and at-risk
Minnesotans.

In particular, | support allowing nurse practi-
tioners and physician assistants to prescribe
treatment for opioid use disorder, and increas-
ing providers who can prescribe
buprenorphine. These policies are particularly
important for those living with addiction in
Greater Minnesota and urban areas facing
shortages or lack in treatment facilities and
physicians. The legislation also includes provi-
sions that ensure foster and incarcerated
youth are covered under Medicaid and do not
experience gaps in coverage and care.

| am committed to ensuring prevention and
substance use treatment programs are prop-
erly funded, and all Americans have access to
the services they need to live a sustainable
and healthy life. We need solutions to these
problems facing some of the most vulnerable
Americans, and although H.R. 6 doesn’t ad-
dress all the issues we face in this crisis, it is
a step in the right direction. However, Con-
gress must continue to fund programs to sup-
port all communities impacted by the opioid
epidemic.

———

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING
JON TAITANO ON BEING CHOSEN
AS ONE OF THE U.S. AIR
FORCE’S TWELVE OUTSTANDING
AIRMEN OF THE YEAR

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Senior Airman Jon Taitano, a
combat communications specialist and client
systems technician at Andersen Air Force
Base on Guam. Senior Airman Taitano was
recognized this weekend as one of the U.S.
Air Force’s Twelve Outstanding Airmen of the
Year.

Airman Taitano was nominated by his unit,
the 644th Combat Communications Squadron,
for his superior leadership, job performance,
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and personal achievements. The 644th CCS is
part of the 36th Contingency Response Group
in Andersen Air Force Base’s 36th Wing and
is positioned to rapidly deploy combat ready
Airmen and communications in support of Pa-
cific Theater contingencies.

Senior Airman Taitano’s work maintaining
and troubleshooting classified and unclassified
combat communications systems is critical to
our national defense and the protection of
Guam and the strategic military assets based
there. | speak on behalf of the people of
Guam when | say we are immensely proud to
see a University of Guam graduate like Senior
Airman Taitano recognized as one of the top
performers in the U.S. Air Force.

TRIBUTE TO GARRET CALTRIDER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Garret
Caltrider of West Central Valley High School.
Garret was recently honored for outstanding
academic achievement at the Sixteenth An-
nual Governor's Scholar Recognition on April
29, 2018.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa High School was invited to
select a senior with the highest academic
ranking. Not only are they academically gifted,
but the selected students are often the youth
who are successful in extra-curricular activities
and community endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Garret Caltrider in the
United States Congress and it is with great
pride that | recognize and applaud him for uti-
lizing his talents to reach his goals. | invite my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Gar-
ret on receiving this esteemed designation,
and wishing him the best of luck in all his fu-
ture endeavors.

HONORING RIGBY ZENTNER
HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Rigby Zentner on the occasion of
her Bat Mitzvah, and for her dedication to pub-
lic service. Recent events in our nation have
highlighted the need for comprehensive and
compassionate immigration reform. It is with
great pride that | include in the RECORD the
powerful words of Ms. Zentner, delivered on
the day of her Bat Mitzvah. As she has writ-
ten, we have a moral duty to welcome those
in need.

Mr. Speaker, this speech should serve as a
reminder that we must work to improve our
society for our children and grandchildren, and
that our society is truly made richer and
stronger by immigrants.

WELCOMING THE STRANGER
(Rigby Maya Zentner)

“Give me your tired, your poor, Your

huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The
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wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send
these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I
1lift my lamp beside the golden door!” Emma
Lazarus

Thank you for coming. I really appreciate
everyone being here today. Over the past
year I have been researching Jewish values
on welcoming the stranger, and how it re-
lates to immigration in the past and today.
I explored lessons from the Torah; the Jew-
ish experience during their migrations; and
my personal experience with helping to wel-
come a newcomer to America.

At the time I was choosing my Bat Mitz-
vah topic, there was a political uproar about
immigration. The Trump Administration
was working to:

Limit the rights of immigrants in the US

Put a travel ban on Muslim countries, and

Build a wall on the Mexican border.

I couldn’t believe this was happening in
our homeland and my core values and beliefs
led me to want to do more research on how
people are treated and welcomed in this
country. I also wanted to find a way to help
a stranger to America adjust to life in the
United States.

All of us in this room have been a stranger
before, whether it was being new to a coun-
try, school or activity. We all know what it
is like when you are someplace where every-
body knows each other and you don’t know
any of them and, most importantly, we all
know how we would like to be treated and
welcomed in those situations.

I am fortunate because I have almost al-
ways been surrounded by my friends and
family. The times in my life when I have felt
like a stranger are nothing compared to
what some people have gone through in their
lives as immigrants or refugees . . . but even
some of my experiences have made me feel
nervous and afraid.

For example, there was a time when my
family and I used to go to my neighbors
Super Bowl parties. My neighbor, who was
around my age, would invite all her friends
to the party as well. I only knew my neigh-
bor and one of her friends. I would try to get
myself included but it was really hard be-
cause all of them knew each other and went
to the same school so they would talk about
things that were happening at their school,
or play games I didn’t know how to play.
They were not trying to be mean and I doubt
the even noticed, but I felt really excluded
and upset. After this experience I tried imag-
ining what it would have been like to come
to a new country and not know anybody or
speak a different language, and I couldn’t.

To get started on my research, and because
this is my Bat Mitzvah, I wanted to explore
my jewish culture. I decided to understand
what the Torah, The five books of Moses,
says about how to treat foreigners. I know
that it is important to explore our history
and culture because it shapes our morals and
values.

My research led me to believe that Jewish
people have welcomed foreigners with open
arms. The Torah gives instructions on how
to welcome strangers as many as 36 times.
Exodus 22:20 says ‘“‘you shall not wrong nor
oppress a stranger, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt.” In other words, since
Jews have been strangers we should feel em-
pathy toward others and not harm them.

Leviticus 19:33-34 tells us, ‘“When strangers
reside with you in your land, you shall not
wrong them. The strangers who reside with
you shall be to you as your citizens; you
shall love each one as yourself, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.”

Nevertheless, as I learned more about the
history of these original Torah passages, it
became clear that not everybody interpreted
the Torah in this way.

Rabbi Jeremy told me that in these verses
the Hebrew word ger is used, which can
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