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filed against me for displaying a pride 
flag in front of my office. This frivo-
lous lawsuit is a great reminder of why 
Pride Month is still necessary and why 
our work is never done. 

The pride flag symbolizes the ideals 
of liberty, equality, and love that this 
month celebrates. No lawsuit will deter 
me from defending these values. 

I am proud to be an ally in this fight 
and will continue to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with our LGBTQ community. 

Happy pride, San Diego. 
f 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF HERB 
APPEL 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, the heart 
and soul of Fort Bend County in my 
hometown of Sugar Land is in great 
pain today. Herb Appel put on his angel 
wings and joined our Lord yesterday. 
We are the most diverse county in 
America, and the best place to start a 
family, raise a family, and start a busi-
ness because of Herb Appel. 

Herb was a long-time CEO of the Fort 
Bend Economic Development Corpora-
tion. During his tenure, Schlumberger 
moved their North American head-
quarters to Sugar Land, Smart Finan-
cial Center opened, and Texas Instru-
ments stayed in Fort Bend County, 
moving from Stafford to Sugar Land. 
The list goes on and on and on. 

Herb was called home on a cruise he 
took with his wife, Emelia, and most of 
his five kids, sixteen grandkids, and 
two great grandkids. He was at sea 
with a sea of love around him. 

When Herb met God yesterday, God 
said: Well done, good and faithful serv-
ant. God bless Herb Appel. 

f 

A BETTER LIFE 

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, our so- 
called Commander in Chief is over in 
Europe where he criticized some of our 
closest allies as being delinquent. What 
is wrong with him? Hypocrisy is clear-
ly not a constraint to behavior. 

TrumpCare, the Republican 
healthcare plan that would strip away 
protections for preexisting conditions 
and will cause premiums, copays, and 
deductibles to go up, is delinquent. The 
Republican tax scam, where 83 percent 
of the benefits go to the wealthiest 1 
percent in America to subsidize the 
lifestyles of the rich and shameless is 
delinquent. The fake Republican infra-
structure plan that will do nothing to 
fix our Nation’s crumbling bridges, 
roads, and tunnels is delinquent. 

Republicans have a raw deal. Demo-
crats have A Better Deal. We are going 
to do everything possible to make life 
better for the people. 

AMERICANS BELIEVE NEWS IS 
BIASED 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Gallup recently polled Americans on 
their perceptions of bias, inaccuracy, 
and misinformation in news reporting. 
Their survey found: 

Sixty-two percent said the news they 
read in newspapers, see on television, 
or hear on the radio is biased; 

Forty-four percent believe the news 
they read in newspapers, see on tele-
vision, or hear on the radio is inac-
curate; 

More than a third described the news 
they see on these channels as misin-
formation—false or inaccurate infor-
mation that is presented as if it were 
true. In other words, fake news. 

The same poll found 8 out of 10 adults 
feel angry or bothered by seeing biased 
information. 

It is obvious that the news media 
have abandoned objective, fact-based 
reporting and are instead promoting a 
liberal agenda. Their news reports only 
tell one side of the story: their side. 
Until the news media returns to objec-
tive reporting, Americans will continue 
to view them skeptically. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ERICK 
SILVA 

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to remember the life of Erick 
Silva. 

Erick was a security guard at the 
Route 91 festival in Las Vegas on Octo-
ber 1. As soon as gunshots went off, he 
immediately began selflessly helping 
people and was, unfortunately, shot in 
the process. 

Erick’s life goal was to help others 
by becoming a police officer. He would 
buy burgers for homeless people, treat 
relatives to dinner, and help his mom 
pay her bills by working long shifts 
and holding yard sales in his free time. 

Erick was humble, pure, and real. He 
was known for being funny and always 
cracking jokes. He would go above and 
beyond what was asked of him and 
would put others first. He is remem-
bered as being the epitome of integrity, 
service, and excellence. 

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Erick Silva’s family and 
friends. Please know that the city of 
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and 
the whole country grieve with you. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DAVID 
FREYLING 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to remember 
David Freyling, a dear friend and dedi-
cated patriot who passed away over the 
weekend. 

Dave’s entire life was about serving 
others. He served in the Army from 
1956 to 1966 with the 82nd Airborne in 
Berlin during the construction of the 
Berlin Wall, and was later stationed in 
Korea, where he helped build roads, 
bridges, and other infrastructure. 

Dave dedicated his life to fellow vet-
erans. He was the chairman of the Help 
for Heroes fund and the Veterans As-
sistance Commission of Macon County 
for 13 years, and many knew him for 
his selflessness in getting veterans the 
help they need. For many years, he vol-
untarily drove veterans to the Danville 
VA hospital nearly 90 miles away, tak-
ing 389 total trips and racking up over 
70,000 miles, to shuttle his fellow vet-
erans to the VA to get the healthcare 
they deserved. 

He was active in his church, volun-
teered with the American Red Cross, 
and was a prominent member of both 
the American Legion and the Macon 
County Honor Guard. He served on the 
Decatur Civic Center Board and worked 
tirelessly to bring to life the World 
War II Memorial in town, which was fi-
nally completed in 2012, thanks to 
Dave’s hard work. By all accounts, 
Dave was a true example of patriotism 
and service. 

Words cannot express how much he 
will be missed. He made an immeas-
urable impact on the lives of veterans 
and the entire Decatur community. I 
extend my deepest condolences to his 
wife, Jeannine, and to all those who 
knew Dave. I am so glad he got to 
watch the fireworks before he passed. 

f 

CLEMENCY FOR HAMMONDS 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank President Trump for 
his willingness to resolve a major in-
justice. I am speaking, of course, about 
the news that the President has de-
cided to pardon Oregon ranchers 
Dwight Hammond and his son, Steven 
Hammond. 

They have already served jail sen-
tences for a controlled burn on their 
land, which was adjacent to Federal 
lands that were already out of control 
with a fire. They used the fire tool to 
try and keep their own land from being 
overcome by poorly managed Federal 
lands and the fires that frequently 
occur upon them. 

They served a sentence for that al-
ready. Yet overzealous prosecutors, 
using terrorism legislation in the law, 
came back after them again and forced 
them to serve even more time, un-
fairly. It was the type of law that was 
used in the case of the Oklahoma City 
bombing. Approximately 139 acres of 
Federal land was burned accidentally 
to try and stop fire. 
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The Hammonds aren’t from my dis-

trict. They are from Mr. WALDEN’s dis-
trict in Oregon, and I commend him for 
his work to help make sure this clem-
ency has happened for these people. 
They are good citizens who are well- 
known in Oregon. They have relatives 
and many friends in my northern Cali-
fornia district as well. 

Their case is a prime example of the 
previous administration’s overbearing 
regulation and enforcement on the 
users of public land, while, at the same 
time, their poor stewardship has 
caused these dangerous conditions. 

It is too bad they will never get the 
time back that they served. But I am, 
indeed, glad for President Trump 
granting clemency to the Hammond 
family. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 11, 2018. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 11, 2018, at 9:13 a.m.: 

That the Senate agrees to Conference with 
the House of Representatives H.R. 5515. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 11, 2018. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 11, 2018, at 11:20 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. Con. Res. 41. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 50, UNFUNDED MAN-
DATES INFORMATION AND 
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2017, 
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 3281, RECLAMA-
TION TITLE TRANSFER AND 
NON-FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
INCENTIVIZATION ACT 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on 

Rules, I call up House Resolution 985 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 985 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 50) to provide 
for additional safeguards with respect to im-
posing Federal mandates, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. After general debate 
the bill shall be considered for amendment 
under the five-minute rule. The amendment 
recommended by the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform now printed 
in the bill shall be considered as adopted in 
the House and in the Committee of the 
Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as read. All points of order against pro-
visions in the bill, as amended, are waived. 
No further amendment to the bill, as amend-
ed, shall be in order except those printed in 
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such further 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such further amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the 
House with such further amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and any further amendment there-
to to final passage without intervening mo-
tion except one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 3281) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to facilitate the transfer to non- 
Federal ownership of appropriate reclama-
tion projects or facilities, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. The bill shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill are waived. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and on any amendment 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Natural Resources; and (2) one motion to re-
commit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
TORRES), pending which I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. During 
consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous materials on House 
Resolution 985, currently under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I am pleased to bring this rule for-
ward on behalf of the Rules Committee. 
The rule provides for consideration of 
H.R. 50, the Unfunded Mandates Infor-
mation and Transparency Act, and also 
H.R. 3281, the Reclamation Title Trans-
fer and Non-Federal Infrastructure 
Incentivization Act. 

The rule provides for 1 hour of debate 
for each bill, equally divided by the 
chair and ranking member of the Over-
sight and Government Reform Com-
mittee and the Natural Resources Com-
mittee, respectively. It also provides 
for a motion to recommit for each bill. 

Last night, the Rules Committee had 
the opportunity to hear from the spon-
sor of H.R. 3281, Mr. LAMBORN from Col-
orado, about his bill and its importance 
for improving the management of 
water and water-related facilities. We 
also heard from my friend and a former 
Rules Committee member, Chair-
woman VIRGINIA FOXX, on H.R. 50, 
which she introduced. 

b 1230 
Mr. Speaker, both of these bills are, 

at their core, about promoting effec-
tive government and enhancing the co-
operation and collaboration between 
the government and non-Federal enti-
ties. 

The Federal Government has its 
hands in a lot of things. That is not al-
ways a bad thing, but we see far too 
many instances where Federal involve-
ment does more harm than good. That 
is why Republicans in this Chamber are 
committed to reining in the Federal 
Government where it needs to be 
reined in, to increasing its efficiency 
and transparency, and to giving the 
American people a louder voice in the 
decisions that impact them. 

H.R. 3281, the Reclamation Title 
Transfer and Non-Federal Infrastruc-
ture Incentivization Act, empowers 
water users and seeks to reduce the ad-
ministrative paperwork and liability 
Federal taxpayers bear by streamlining 
the process through which some Bu-
reau of Reclamation projects are trans-
ferred to non-Federal entities. 

Today, the Bureau of Reclamation is 
the Nation’s largest wholesale water 
supplier, providing one out of five 
Western farmers with irrigation water 
and delivering trillions of gallons to 
people annually. 

Under the current law, the BOR is al-
lowed to transfer day-to-day oper-
ational and maintenance responsibil-
ities to project beneficiaries, but the 
Bureau cannot transfer title or owner-
ship of any of these facilities unless 
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