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(13) calls for continued support to the 

United States’ European Deterrence Initia-
tive. 

Mr. ROYCE of California (during the 
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was 

agreed to. 
AMENDMENT TO THE PREAMBLE OFFERED BY 

MR. ROYCE OF CALIFORNIA 
Mr. ROYCE of California. I have an 

amendment to the preamble at the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike the preamble and insert the fol-

lowing: 
Whereas the United States has shown 

strong commitment to the independence, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and demo-
cratic development of the countries that 
emerged from the ashes of the former Soviet 
Union and the communist bloc it once domi-
nated; 

Whereas many of these countries have, 
during the past three decades, undertaken 
the extensive political and economic reforms 
necessary to achieve their aspirations for 
European and Euro-Atlantic integration, or 
are continuing to do so; 

Whereas the incorporation of Central and 
Eastern European countries into the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has 
contributed to a vision of Europe that is 
whole and free and united in peace, democ-
racy, and common values; 

Whereas the mission of NATO since its 
founding in 1949 is to defend its members 
from aggression, enhance cooperation on de-
fense and security issues, and promote the 
peaceful resolution of disputes; 

Whereas NATO remains the most impor-
tant and critical security link between the 
United States and Europe; 

Whereas on November 16, 2016, former 
President Barack Obama stated, ‘‘NATO, the 
world’s greatest alliance, is as strong and as 
ready as it’s ever been and I am confident 
that just as America’s commitment to the 
transatlantic alliance has endured for seven 
decades—whether it’s been under a Demo-
cratic or Republican administration—that 
commitment will continue, including our 
pledge and our treaty obligation to defend 
every ally.’’; 

Whereas on July 6, 2017, President Donald 
J. Trump reiterated the United States’ sup-
port of NATO by saying, ‘‘To those who 
would criticize our tough stance, I would 
point out that the United States has dem-
onstrated not merely with words but with its 
actions that we stand firmly behind Article 
5, the mutual defense commitment.’’; 

Whereas NATO allies and partners in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe, including countries 
of the Western Balkans, and the former So-
viet Union have stood alongside the United 
States in joint peace operations in the West-
ern Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq, and else-
where around the globe; 

Whereas NATO established the Euro-Atlan-
tic Partnership Council to promote, among 
other priorities, counter-terrorism, non-pro-
liferation, and crisis management coopera-
tion as well as advancing values, including 
respect of international law and peaceful res-
olution of disputes; 

Whereas Russia’s aggressive actions 
against members of the NATO Alliance and 

nearby NATO partner countries, including 
its many violations of Baltic airspace, occu-
pation of Georgian territory in 2008, illegal 
occupation of Crimea since 2014, and contin-
ued threats to Moldovan territorial integrity 
and sovereignty, not only violate its com-
mitments under the Helsinki Final Act and 
subsequent Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) agreements 
but also foment instability in Europe; 

Whereas NATO allies increased their as-
sistance to NATO partner countries by en-
dorsing the Substantial NATO–Georgia 
Package in support of Georgia at the Wales 
Summit, the Comprehensive Assistance 
Package in support of Ukraine at the War-
saw Summit, and developed a phased Defense 
and Related Security Capacity Building 
package in support of Moldova; 

Whereas the European Deterrence Initia-
tive represents the United States commit-
ment to enduring peace, stability, and terri-
torial integrity in Europe as members and 
partners of the NATO Alliance; 

Whereas from September 14 through Sep-
tember 20, 2017, Russia held a large-scale 
military exercise in Belarus known as Zapad 
2017; 

Whereas the last Zapad exercise was in 2013 
which laid the foundations for Russia’s 2014 
annexation of Crimea; 

Whereas NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg expressed concerns about Rus-
sia’s lack of transparency regarding military 
exercises; 

Whereas Secretary-General Stoltenberg 
also stated, ‘‘Russia is our neighbor....We 
don’t want to isolate Russia; we don’t want 
a new Cold War.’’; 

Whereas the Chief of the General Staff of 
the Armed Forces of Russia, Valery 
Gerasimov, wrote in 2013 that ‘‘informa-
tional conflict’’ is a key part of war; 

Whereas Baltic and NATO officials believe 
that Russia was likely responsible for inter-
ruptions in Latvia’s mobile communications 
network before the Zapad exercise; 

Whereas three Baltic Russian-language 
news sites known collectively as Baltnews 
are secretly owned by Rossiya Segodnya, a 
news agency owned and operated by the Rus-
sian Government; 

Whereas on June 28, 2017, Vesko Garcevic, 
Montenegro’s ambassador to NATO from 2010 
through 2014, testified before the Senate In-
telligence Committee that Russia has pro-
vided support to extremist groups and even 
used the country’s religious institutions to 
oppose closer ties to the Western world; 

Whereas on April 4, 2018, Russia began a 
live-fire military exercise in the Baltic Sea, 
just outside of the territorial waters of 
NATO member countries, in a move a top 
Latvian defense official called a ‘‘show of 
force’’ just a day after Baltic leaders met 
with President Trump; 

Whereas at the Wales Summit in 2014, all 
28 members of the NATO alliance declared 
their intention to move towards a minimum 
security investment of 2 percent of their 
gross domestic product on defense within a 
decade; 

Whereas on June 8, 2018, NATO Secretary- 
General Stoltenberg spoke of increases in de-
fense investments by European allies, that 
‘‘Allies are making real progress on all as-
pects of burden sharing, cash, capabilities 
and contributions... But of course, we still 
have more work to do. Burden sharing will 
be a key theme of our Summit next month. 
And I expect all Allies to continue their ef-
forts.’’; and 

Whereas the commitment to collective de-
fense in Article 5 of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty remains at the heart of the Alliance: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Mr. ROYCE of California (during the 
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment to the preamble was 

agreed to. 
The title of the resolution was 

amended so as to read: ‘‘A resolution 
expressing support for the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization and the coun-
tries of Central and Eastern Europe.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motion to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on if the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later. 

f 

b 1445 

CROOKED RIVER RANCH FIRE 
PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2075) to adjust the eastern 
boundary of the Deschutes Canyon- 
Steelhead Falls Wilderness Study Area 
in the State of Oregon to facilitate fire 
prevention and response activities in 
order to protect adjacent private prop-
erty, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2075 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Crooked River 
Ranch Fire Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Crooked River Ranch is an unincor-

porated community with a population of 5,000 
residents. 

(2) The current lands located adjacent to 
Crooked River Ranch are managed by the Bu-
reau of Land Management and are classified as 
a Wilderness Study Area. 

(3) There is currently only one entrance/exit 
to the Crooked River Ranch. 

(4) Jefferson County and Crooked River 
Ranch have determined that the Wilderness 
Study Area lands are in the highest risk cat-
egory for exposure to devastating wildfire due to 
overstocked juniper stands under the federally 
mandated and locally promulgated Jefferson 
County Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP). 

(5) The current Wilderness Study Area classi-
fication prevents mechanical fire prevention ac-
tivities within the overstocked juniper stands. 

(6) Advancing this proposed legislation will 
greatly enhance the life and safety of people 
and property by reducing the extreme fire threat 
to these lands. 
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