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(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2109, a bill to count revenues from 
military and veteran education pro-
grams toward the limit on Federal rev-
enues that certain proprietary institu-
tions of higher education are allowed 
to receive for purposes of section 487 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2406 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2406, a bill to advance cutting- 
edge research initiatives of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. 

S. 2490 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2490, a bill to amend the Real Estate 
Settlement Procedures Act of 1974 to 
modify requirements related to mort-
gage disclosures. 

S. 2835 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2835, a bill to require a study of 
the well-being of the newsprint and 
publishing industry in the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

S. 2845 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator from 
Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator 
from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) and 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2845, a bill to provide collective bar-
gaining rights for public safety officers 
employed by States or their political 
subdivisions. 

S. 2946 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2946, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to clarify the meaning of 
the terms ‘‘act of war’’ and ‘‘blocked 
asset’’, and for other purposes. 

S. 3063 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3063, a bill to delay the reim-
position of the annual fee on health in-
surance providers until after 2020. 

S. 3125 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3125, a bill to modify the 
H–2B nonimmigrant returning worker 
exemption. 

S. 3172 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3172, a bill to amend title 
54, United States Code, to establish, 
fund, and provide for the use of 
amounts in a National Park Service 
Legacy Restoration Fund to address 

the maintenance backlog of the Na-
tional Park Service, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3178 
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3178, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to specify lynching 
as a deprivation of civil rights, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 61 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 61, a resolution calling on the De-
partment of Defense, other elements of 
the Federal Government, and foreign 
governments to intensify efforts to in-
vestigate, recover, and identify all 
missing and unaccounted-for personnel 
of the United States. 

S. RES. 525 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 525, a resolution desig-
nating September 2018 as National De-
mocracy Month as a time to reflect on 
the contributions of the system of gov-
ernment of the United States to a more 
free and stable world. 

S. RES. 557 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 557, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the stra-
tegic importance of NATO to the col-
lective security of the transatlantic re-
gion and urging its member states to 
work together at the upcoming summit 
to strengthen the alliance. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3393 
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3393 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 8, a bill 
to provide for improvements to the riv-
ers and harbors of the United States, to 
provide for the conservation and devel-
opment of water and related resources, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Mr. WARNER): 

S. 3197. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to promote retire-
ment savings on behalf of small busi-
ness employees by making improve-
ments to SIMPLE retirement accounts 
and easing the transition from a SIM-
PLE plan to a 401(k) plan, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, Ensur-
ing that more Americans are better 
prepared financially for retirement is 
one of my top priorities. 

That is why I rise today to introduce 
the SIMPLE Plan Modernization Act 
with my colleague from Virginia, Sen-
ator MARK WARNER. Our legislation 
will provide greater flexibility and ac-

cess to both employees and their em-
ployers seeking to utilize the popular 
SIMPLE plans as an option for saving 
for retirement. 

According to the non-partisan Center 
for Retirement Research, there is an 
estimated $7.7 trillion gap between the 
savings American households need to 
maintain their standard of living in re-
tirement and what they actually have. 
A recent Gallup poll found that only 51 
percent of working Americans believe 
that they will have enough money to 
live comfortably in retirement. Though 
this is the highest percentage of con-
fidence in nearly a decade, we must 
continue to work to ensure that even 
more Americans will have the re-
sources they need to enjoy their ‘‘gold-
en years.’’ 

Another contributing factor is that 
employees of small businesses are 
much less likely to participate in em-
ployer-based retirement plans. Accord-
ing to a study by the PEW Charitable 
Trusts, roughly 30 million U.S. private- 
sector full-time workers continue to 
lack access to a work-based plan to 
save for retirement. 

SIMPLE retirement plans were es-
tablished in 1996 to encourage small 
businesses to provide their employees 
with retirement plans that are less 
costly and easier to navigate. A busi-
ness with 100 or fewer employees can 
create a SIMPLE retirement savings 
account so long as it does not offer an-
other employer-sponsored retirement 
plan. 

The SIMPLE Plan Modernization Act 
would help to expand access to SIM-
PLE plans by increasing the contribu-
tion limit for most small businesses. 
This would achieve two important 
goals, Mr. President: first, it would en-
courage more small businesses to offer 
a retirement savings benefit to their 
employees; and second, it would allow 
employees of small businesses to save 
even more for retirement each year on 
a tax-deferred basis. 

This legislation is a win-win propo-
sition for retirement security. There 
are many small employers that simply 
cannot afford a 401(k) plan. For them, 
this legislation would provide en-
hanced savings opportunities. At the 
same time, the legislation is carefully 
constructed to prevent employers with 
a 401(k) plan from dropping that plan 
to adopt a SIMPLE plan. And the legis-
lation preserves strong incentives for 
small businesses that become more 
successful to move from a SIMPLE 
plan to a 401(k) plan. We believe our ap-
proach will encourage businesses and 
their employees to take steps to save 
for retirement, and eventually move 
towards a more substantial retirement 
package, like a 401(k) plan. 

In my home state of Maine, the vast 
majority of businesses are eligible to 
sign their employees up for SIMPLE 
Plans. Financial advisors from Presque 
Isle to Portland have shared their con-
cerns that neither employees nor their 
employers are in a good position to 
save for retirement. We must give 
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small businesses and employees a bet-
ter opportunity to save for retirement 
and this legislation will provide such 
an opportunity. I urge my colleagues 
to join Senator WARNER and me in sup-
porting the SIMPLE Plan Moderniza-
tion Act. Thank you, Mr. President. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 572—SUP-
PORTING THE OFFICERS AND 
PERSONNEL WHO CARRY OUT 
THE IMPORTANT MISSION OF 
U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOM 
ENFORCEMENT 

Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. COT-
TON, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
HELLER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mrs. ERNST, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. LEE) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 572 

Whereas the national security interests of 
the United States are dependent on the brave 
men and women who enforce the immigra-
tion laws of the United States; 

Whereas abolishing U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (referred to in this 
preamble as ‘‘ICE’’) would eliminate the 
agency responsible for removing individuals 
who enter or remain in the United States il-
legally, resulting in open borders; 

Whereas the call to abolish ICE is an insult 
to the heroic law enforcement officers of ICE 
who make sacrifices every day to secure the 
borders and laws of the United States and to 
protect the safety and security of United 
States citizens; 

Whereas abolishing ICE would allow dan-
gerous criminal aliens, including violent and 
ruthless members of the MS–13 gang, to re-
main in communities in the United States; 

Whereas, during fiscal year 2017, ICE En-
forcement and Removal Operations (referred 
to in this preamble as ‘‘ERO’’) arrested more 
than 127,000 aliens with criminal convictions 
or charges; 

Whereas criminal aliens arrested by ICE 
ERO in fiscal year 2017 were responsible for 
more than— 

(1) 76,000 dangerous drug offenses; 
(2) 48,000 assault offenses; 
(3) 11,000 weapon offenses; 
(4) 5,000 sexual assault offenses; 
(5) 2,000 kidnapping offenses; and 
(6) 1,800 homicide offenses; 
Whereas ICE Homeland Security Investiga-

tions made 4,818 gang-related arrests in fis-
cal year 2017 and prevents cross-border finan-
cial crimes, money laundering, bulk cash 
smuggling, commercial fraud, intellectual 
property theft, cybercrimes, and other crimi-
nal activities; 

Whereas ICE plays a key role in the world-
wide fight against human trafficking and 
child sexual exploitation through the Blue 
Campaign, the Child Exploitation Investiga-
tions Unit, the Human Exploitation Rescue 
Operative (‘‘HERO’’) Child-Rescue Corps Pro-
gram, and Homeland Security Investiga-
tions; 

Whereas abolishing ICE would mean that 
countless illegal aliens who could pose a 
threat to public safety would be allowed to 
roam free instead of being removed from 
United States soil; 

Whereas abolishing ICE would result in 
more dangerous illegal drugs flowing into 
communities in the United States, causing 
more United States citizens to needlessly 
suffer; 

Whereas ICE plays a critical role in com-
batting the drug crisis facing the United 
States; 

Whereas ICE seized more than 980,000 
pounds of narcotics in fiscal year 2017, in-
cluding thousands of pounds of the deadly 
drugs fueling the opioid crisis; 

Whereas ICE seized approximately 2,370 
pounds of fentanyl and 6,967 pounds of heroin 
in fiscal year 2017; 

Whereas ICE logged nearly 630,000 inves-
tigative hours directed toward fentanyl in 
fiscal year 2017; 

Whereas abolishing ICE would allow those 
drugs to remain in communities in the 
United States, causing more devastation; 

Whereas abolishing ICE would eliminate 
the agency that deports aliens that pose a 
terrorist threat to the United States; 

Whereas ICE was created in 2003 to better 
protect national security and public safety 
after the terrorists responsible for the ter-
rorist attacks on the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, exploited immigration rules 
to gain entry into the United States; 

Whereas the National Commission on Ter-
rorist Attacks Upon the United States found 
that many of the hijackers involved in the 
attacks on September 11, 2001, committed 
visa violations; 

Whereas ICE identifies dangerous individ-
uals before they enter the United States and 
locates them as they violate United States 
immigration laws; and 

Whereas abolishing ICE would enable the 
hundreds of thousands of foreign nationals 
who illegally overstay visas each year to re-
main in the United States indefinitely: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses continued support for all offi-

cers and employees of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (referred to in this 
resolution as ‘‘ICE’’) who carry out the im-
portant mission of ICE; 

(2) denounces calls for the complete abol-
ishment of ICE; and 

(3) supports the efforts of officers and em-
ployees of the United States Armed Forces 
and Federal and State law enforcement agen-
cies who bring law and order to the borders 
of the United States. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I have 
11 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, July 11, 2018, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Complex Cybersecurity 
Vulnerabilities: Lessons Learned from 
Spectre and Meltdown.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 

during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, July 11, 2018, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘the Long- 
term Value to U.S. Taxpayers of Low- 
cost Federal Infrastructure Loans’’. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, July 
11, 2018, to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 11, 
2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
the following nominations: Ryan Doug-
las Nelson, of Idaho, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Cir-
cuit, Stephen R. Clark, Sr., to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Missouri, John M. 
O’Connor, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern, Eastern and 
Western Districts of Oklahoma, Joshua 
Wolson, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania, and James W. Carroll, Jr., of 
Virginia, to be Director of National 
Drug Control Policy. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Indian Affairs is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 11, 
2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
on H.R. 597. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Indian Affairs is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 11, 
2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
on S. 2599. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, July 11, 2018, at 10:30 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Election Secu-
rity Preparations: Federal and Vendor 
Perspectives’’. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, July 11, 2018, at 10:30 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Election Secu-
rity Preparations: Federal and Vendor 
Perspectives’’. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS 

The Subcommittee on National 
Parks of the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, July 11, 2018, at 3 p.m. 
to conduct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING 
OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 11, 
2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Examining Warrantless 
Smartphone Searches at the Border’’. 
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