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small businesses and employees a bet-
ter opportunity to save for retirement
and this legislation will provide such
an opportunity. I urge my colleagues
to join Senator WARNER and me in sup-
porting the SIMPLE Plan Moderniza-
tion Act. Thank you, Mr. President.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  572—SUP-
PORTING THE OFFICERS AND
PERSONNEL WHO CARRY OUT
THE IMPORTANT MISSION OF
U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOM
ENFORCEMENT

Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. CoT-
TON, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mrs. ERNST, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. LEE)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 572

Whereas the national security interests of
the United States are dependent on the brave
men and women who enforce the immigra-
tion laws of the United States;

Whereas abolishing U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (referred to in this
preamble as ‘“‘ICE”) would eliminate the
agency responsible for removing individuals
who enter or remain in the United States il-
legally, resulting in open borders;

Whereas the call to abolish ICE is an insult
to the heroic law enforcement officers of ICE
who make sacrifices every day to secure the
borders and laws of the United States and to
protect the safety and security of United
States citizens;

Whereas abolishing ICE would allow dan-
gerous criminal aliens, including violent and
ruthless members of the MS-13 gang, to re-
main in communities in the United States;

Whereas, during fiscal year 2017, ICE En-
forcement and Removal Operations (referred
to in this preamble as “ERO’’) arrested more
than 127,000 aliens with criminal convictions
or charges;

Whereas criminal aliens arrested by ICE
ERO in fiscal year 2017 were responsible for
more than—

(1) 76,000 dangerous drug offenses;

(2) 48,000 assault offenses;

(3) 11,000 weapon offenses;

(4) 5,000 sexual assault offenses;

(5) 2,000 kidnapping offenses; and

(6) 1,800 homicide offenses;

Whereas ICE Homeland Security Investiga-
tions made 4,818 gang-related arrests in fis-
cal year 2017 and prevents cross-border finan-
cial crimes, money laundering, bulk cash
smuggling, commercial fraud, intellectual
property theft, cybercrimes, and other crimi-
nal activities;

Whereas ICE plays a key role in the world-
wide fight against human trafficking and
child sexual exploitation through the Blue
Campaign, the Child Exploitation Investiga-
tions Unit, the Human Exploitation Rescue
Operative (“HERO”’) Child-Rescue Corps Pro-
gram, and Homeland Security Investiga-
tions;

Whereas abolishing ICE would mean that
countless illegal aliens who could pose a
threat to public safety would be allowed to
roam free instead of being removed from
United States soil;
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Whereas abolishing ICE would result in
more dangerous illegal drugs flowing into
communities in the United States, causing
more United States citizens to needlessly
suffer;

Whereas ICE plays a critical role in com-
batting the drug crisis facing the United
States;

Whereas ICE seized more than 980,000
pounds of narcotics in fiscal year 2017, in-
cluding thousands of pounds of the deadly
drugs fueling the opioid crisis;

Whereas ICE seized approximately 2,370
pounds of fentanyl and 6,967 pounds of heroin
in fiscal year 2017,

Whereas ICE logged nearly 630,000 inves-
tigative hours directed toward fentanyl in
fiscal year 2017;

Whereas abolishing ICE would allow those
drugs to remain in communities in the
United States, causing more devastation;

Whereas abolishing ICE would eliminate
the agency that deports aliens that pose a
terrorist threat to the United States;

Whereas ICE was created in 2003 to better
protect national security and public safety
after the terrorists responsible for the ter-
rorist attacks on the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, exploited immigration rules
to gain entry into the United States;

Whereas the National Commission on Ter-
rorist Attacks Upon the United States found
that many of the hijackers involved in the
attacks on September 11, 2001, committed
visa violations;

Whereas ICE identifies dangerous individ-
uals before they enter the United States and
locates them as they violate United States
immigration laws; and

Whereas abolishing ICE would enable the
hundreds of thousands of foreign nationals
who illegally overstay visas each year to re-
main in the United States indefinitely: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses continued support for all offi-
cers and employees of U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (referred to in this
resolution as “ICE’’) who carry out the im-
portant mission of ICE;

(2) denounces calls for the complete abol-
ishment of ICE; and

(3) supports the efforts of officers and em-
ployees of the United States Armed Forces
and Federal and State law enforcement agen-
cies who bring law and order to the borders
of the United States.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I have
11 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 11, 2018, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Complex Cybersecurity
Vulnerabilities: Lessons Learned from
Spectre and Meltdown.”

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and

Public Works is authorized to meet
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during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, July 11, 2018, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘the Long-
term Value to U.S. Taxpayers of Low-
cost Federal Infrastructure Loans’.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, July
11, 2018, to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 11,
2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Ryan Doug-
las Nelson, of Idaho, to be TUnited
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Cir-
cuit, Stephen R. Clark, Sr., to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Missouri, John M.
O’Connor, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern, Eastern and
Western Districts of Oklahoma, Joshua
Wolson, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania, and James W. Carroll, Jr., of
Virginia, to be Director of National
Drug Control Policy.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 11,
2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing
on H.R. 597.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 11,
2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing
on S. 2599.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, July 11, 2018, at 10:30 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Election Secu-
rity Preparations: Federal and Vendor
Perspectives”.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, July 11, 2018, at 10:30 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Election Secu-
rity Preparations: Federal and Vendor
Perspectives’.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS

The Subcommittee on National
Parks of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, July 11, 2018, at 3 p.m.
to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING

OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 11,
2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled “Examining Warrantless
Smartphone Searches at the Border’.



July 11, 2018

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY, PENSIONS,
AND FAMILY POLICY

The Subcommittee on Social Secu-
rity, Pensions, and Family Policy of
the Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 11, 2018, at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Examining the Importance of Paid
Family Leave for American Working
Families”.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Whitney Wagner, have privileges of the
floor for the remainder of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JULY 12,
2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m. on Thursday, July
12; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Ney nomination; finally,
that notwithstanding rule XXII, all
postcloture time on the nomination ex-
pire at 1:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent that it
stand adjourned under the previous
order, following the remarks of Sen-
ators RUBIO and MERKLEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Florida.

——————

ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS IN
FLORIDA

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, my home
State of Florida is once again experi-
encing an environmental and economic
catastrophe—a real crisis. It is a crisis
that was caused extending back dec-
ades—decades of bad decisions, deci-
sions made on things people didn’t
think about, neglect, and myopic water
management. Nowhere is that crisis
more acute and more apparent than at
Lake Okeechobee, the liquid heart of
the Everglades, and our surrounding
communities, including the city of
Stuart, which is on the verge of seeing
conditions very similar to what they
experienced in the year 2016.

That is what this picture here is
about. What we see on this photo is
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algae—thick, toxic algae—that was
gathering underneath that bridge back
in 2016.

This really goes back decades. The
historic Florida Everglades—the head
waters began in Lake Okeechobee. This
massive lake, this reservoir, is right in
the center of our State. What would
happen is when rainfall would come in
and when water would overflow, it
would just continue to flow south into
the Everglades and down into the Flor-
ida Bay. But then people began to
move in and develop Florida, and
therefore there was a need for the
Army Corps to step in and carefully
script the flow of water in the southern
half of Florida.

This all began since the construction
of something called the Herbert Hoover
Dike and then, subsequently, the devel-
opment beginning in 1948 of the Central
and South Florida projects to manage
flood risks. Unfortunately, this flood
control system that was designed to
keep the water from coming out of
Lake Okeechobee and flooding commu-
nities to the south of it has significant
limitations and neglects to use the Ev-
erglades’ natural flow wave. That is
why Everglades restoration is some-
thing that, apart from ecosystem and
wildlife benefits, is so critically impor-
tant for our Nation and for my State of
Florida. Everglades restoration is not
simply about restoring a national
treasure, it is also about allowing
much more flexibility for water man-
agement at greatly reduced costs and
at reduced harm to coastal commu-
nities.

The best way to understand it for
those who are new to this issue is that
we have this massive lake. The lake
used to overflow, and when it did, the
water would flow down. Communities
and agriculture moved into the south-
ern part of the State, just south of that
lake; therefore, there was a need to
construct a dam to hold back the water
and prevent the flooding and loss of
life, which is natural, and then a canal
system to allow the waters to flow east
and west.

The problem that has developed over
the years is what we are dealing with
now, and that is that as of today, when
water levels in Lake Okeechobee rise
too high, that water must be released
in massive quantities. Today, the
water levels are over 4% feet deep—a
full 2 feet higher than the Corps would
prefer at this time of year as the rainy
season Kkicks in. So they look at the
dike and they look at its capacity and
they worry that, knowing it is going to
continue to rain throughout the sum-
mer, if the water levels get too high,
we could have the dike compromised,
and we could have flooding and loss of
life. Therefore, they are forced to re-
lease water.

Last year, as an example, we saw
large amounts of water and rainwater.
Among other causes, of course, was
Hurricane Irma, which caused Lake
Okeechobee to rise to record-high lev-
els. Again this year, Florida has experi-
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enced large amounts of rain. This rain-
fall carries nutrients into the lake
from upstream.

The lake is in the center part of the
State. Just north of it are areas such
as Kissimmee and Orlando and popu-
lation. People move in and fertilize
their lawns, and all kinds of nutrients
get into the groundwater. It rains, and
it flows into Lake Okeechobee. The
more it rains, the more it flows out. So
the water level of the lake gets higher,
and the nutrient flow into the lake also
gets higher.

As we can see from these time-lapse
images, when that nutrient-rich water
flows in on top of the nutrient-rich
water that is already there—and heat
comes into play—the result is algae
blooms. That is where it was on the
12th of June. This is where it was on
the 20th. All of that red represents
algae. This is where it was on the 21st
and then on the 24th. If you looked at
an image of this today, almost the en-
tire lake is covered by thick, toxic
algae.

To make sure there is no damage or
threat to the dike, which itself is being
worked on in order to strengthen it,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers re-
leases water from the lake to the east
to the St. Lucie River and to the west
to the Caloosahatchee River. We re-
member it used to flow south, and now
it has been diverted into these canal
systems to the east and to the west. So
if you are living to the west or if you
are living to the east, what you know
is that when these releases happen, all
of that algae you see here and all of
that green algae I just showed you in
that picture, which is toxic and Kkills
life, not to mention—it is harmful to
people who come into contact with it,
potentially even breathe it in, and all
of that stuff is headed your way when
those releases happen.

Unfortunately, those discharges have
a catastrophic impact on the environ-
ment and on the Floridians living
along our coastal ecosystems. They are
especially destructive when these re-
leases export, as I said, nutrient-rich
waters with toxic blue-green algae
blooms from the lake to the waterways
and the estuaries that are downstream
because there, those blooms—that
algae, which kills fish, fouls the water,
and shutters all sorts of small busi-
nesses along the coast, has a tremen-
dous negative impact on property val-
ues, the real estate market. It creates
respiratory irritation for people as well
as contact dermatitis for residents who
get too close to it.

Imagine you live in this area. Maybe
you are a small business that depends
on visitors. Maybe you invested a lot of
money to retire near the water. Maybe
you grew up there or lived your entire
life there or spent summers there, or
maybe your greatest memories are of
times your family spent on the water,
and this is headed your way. I assure
you that this does not increase your
property values; it collapses them. I as-
sure you that it does not encourage
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