July 12, 2018

that is a part of it, is no better than
the true commitment of a nation to a
member of NATO to live up to the organizing documents and commitments
we make to one another; meaning that
we have a commitment, along with our
partners in NATO, that if one of us is
attacked, we have all been attacked.
That has only been invoked one time in
its history, and that was after September 11, 2001.
If he somehow could not just keep us
from expanding NATO but begin to undermine it from within, it would be an
enormous victory because, again, for
him, it would be a sign that America is
diminishing, that the threats against
him are diminishing, and his influence
and Russia’s role in the world has increased.
So this is an important meeting. It
probably will not be the last time they
meet, but more important than the
meeting are the issues at play between
the leader in Russia who views everything as a zero-sum game, in which either he wins or America wins, but it
can’t be mutually beneficial.
We have to deal with him. He possesses a significant percentage of the
world’s nuclear weapons. Between the
United States and Russia, we have 90
percent of the world’s nuclear weapons
in these two countries. We do have to
talk to him, but we need to be very
clear-eyed; that is, that it is a complicated but important relationship,
and we should clearly understand what
motivates him and what motivates his
decision making and what their ultimate goals are in any conversation we
have.
I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Florida.
f

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of the following nomination: Executive Calendar
No. 912.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?
Without objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the nomination.
The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Kelly Higashi, of the
District of Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia for the term
of fifteen years.
Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
vote on the nomination with no intervening action or debate; that if confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the President be immediately notified of the Senate’s action;
that no further motions be in order;
and that any statements relating to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the Higashi nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.
f

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of the following nomination: Executive Calendar
No. 913.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?
Without objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the nomination.
The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Emory A. Rounds III, of
Maine, to be Director of the Office of
Government Ethics for a term of five
years.
Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
vote on the nomination with no intervening action or debate; that if confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the President be immediately notified of the Senate’s action;
that no further motions be in order;
and that any statements relating to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the Rounds nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.
f

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of the following nomination: Executive Calendar
No. 924.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the nomination.
The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Georgette Mosbacher, of
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Republic of Poland.
Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
vote on the nomination with no intervening action or debate; that if confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the President be immediately notified of the Senate’s action;
that no further motions be in order;
and that any statements relating to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the Mosbacher
nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.

PO 00000

Frm 00021

Fmt 4624

Sfmt 0634

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
MORNING BUSINESS
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate resume legislative session for a period of
morning business, with Senators permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

HONORING THE FALLEN OF THE
‘‘YANKY 72’’ CRASH
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I
would like to call attention to a special event occurring this Saturday in
Mississippi
to
honor
16
brave
servicemembers who lost their lives a
year ago in a tragic military aircraft
crash.
I look forward to joining family
members, Marine Corps leaders, and
the people of Leflore County, MS, to
honor the 15 marines and one Navy
corpsman who died on July 10, 2017,
when their Marine Corps KC–130T
‘‘Yanky 72’’ crashed near Itta Bena,
MS.
We have a responsibility to ensure we
preserve the memory of those who gave
that last full measure of devotion for
our Nation. Those we lost last July include: Cpl Daniel Baldassare, SSgt
Robert Cox, Capt. Sean Elliott, Maj.
Caine Goyette, GySgt Sergeant Mark
Hopkins, GySgt Brendan Johnson, Sgt
Julian
Kevianne,
SSgt
William
Kundrat, Sgt Chad Jenson, Sgt Talon
Leach, Sgt Owen Lennon, Sgt Joseph
Murray, Cpl Collin Schaaff, Sgt
Dietrich Schmieman, SSgt Joshua
Snowden, and PO 2 Class Ryan Lohrey.
Immediately after the accident and
since then, first responders and the
citizens of Mississippi rallied in support of the fallen. The unveiling of a
permanent monument will culminate a
significant effort in Mississippi and
across the Nation to memorialize these
brave young men.
I am proud of the people of my State
for their commitment to remember the
fallen and to support their families. A
recent Greenwood Commonwealth editorial thoughtfully expresses the significance of this work.
I ask unanimous consent that the
July 11, 2018, Greenwood Commonwealth editorial titled ‘‘Open arms for
families of the fallen’’ be printed in the
RECORD.
There being no objection, the material was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
[From the Greenwood Commonwealth, July
11, 2018]
OPEN ARMS FOR FAMILIES OF FALLEN
This weekend promises to be a highly emotional one for the families of the 16 servicemen who lost their lives a year ago when the
transport plane on which they were flying
fell out of the sky for reasons still not publicly disclosed.
It also could be a very meaningful weekend
for the greater Greenwood community,
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