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of a number of key stakeholders and
advocacy groups.

If confirmed, Mr. Stump would be re-
sponsible for adult education and lit-
eracy, which would help adults get the
basic skills they need to be productive
workers and family members and citi-
zens, and which would help community
colleges ensure students have the edu-
cation and skills they need to advance
in their education and their careers in
order to remain competitive in the 21st
century.

Finally, the Office of Career, Tech-
nical, and Adult Education at the De-
partment of Education is responsible
for implementing the Perkins Career
and Technical Education Act. It is a
critical law that gives students and
workers the education and skills they
need to succeed, and it provides busi-
nesses with a high-quality talent pipe-
line of workers with in-demand skills
to compete in a 21st century economy.

Last month, members of our HELP
Committee set partisan differences
aside and passed the reauthorization of
the Perkins CTE Act, which makes im-
portant updates to support an edu-
cation system that prepares students
and workers for an economy and a
country that works for everyone.

In order to help students, workers,
and businesses compete in a rapidly
changing global economy, it is criti-
cally important that we pass that reau-
thorization, which would allow pro-
grams to adapt to the unique needs of
their communities and continue to pro-
vide students and workers with the
education and training that is nec-
essary for them to get better jobs, earn
higher wages, and climb up the eco-
nomic ladder.

As Members of Congress, we should
always be looking for ways to help
make people’s lives better, which is
why I hope we can advance this long
overdue bill to the floor in a timely
fashion.

If the Senate confirms Mr. Stump, I
hope he will remain committed to put-
ting students and workers first no mat-
ter what pressure he gets. If he is able
to do that, I look forward to working
with him to help provide high-quality
education and to ensure that, above
all, our focus is on students and their
success.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

All time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Stump nomina-
tion?

Mrs. ERNST. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?
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There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: The Senator
from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER), the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. KENNEDY), the Senator from
Arizona (Mr. McCAIN), the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Ms. GILLI-
BRAND), the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JONES), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. PETERS), the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), and
the Senator from Michigan (Ms. STABE-
NOW) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 85,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 155 Ex.]

YEAS—85
Alexander Feinstein Paul
Baldwin Fischer Perdue
Barrasso Flake Portman
Bennet Gardner Reed
Blumenthal Grassley Risch
Blunt Harris Roberts
gooker gaisin Rounds
rown atc :

Burr Heinrich lg;lsézrs
Cantwell Heitkamp

X X Sasse
Capito Hirono
Cardin Hoeven Schatz
Carper Hyde-Smith Schumer
Casey Johnson Scott
Cassidy Kaine Smith
Collins King Sullivan
Coons Klobuchar Tester
Corker Lankford Thune
Cornyn Lee Tillis
Cortez Masto Manchin Toomey
Cotton Markey Udall
Crapo McCaskill Van Hollen
Cruz McConnell Warner
Daines Menendez Warren
Donnelly Merkley Whitehouse
Duckworth Murkowski Wicker
Durbin Murphy
Enzi Murray ggsﬁ;
Ernst Nelson

NOT VOTING—15

Boozman Isakson Moran
Gillibrand Jones Peters
Graham Kennedy Shaheen
Heller Leahy Shelby
Inhofe McCain Stabenow

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The Senator from Idaho.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I ask that
the Senate now proceed to Executive
Calendar No. 601, as under the previous
order.

S4963

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
James Blew, of California, to be Assist-
ant Secretary for Planning, Evalua-
tion, and Policy Development, Depart-
ment of Education.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, due
to travel issues, I was unable to attend
today’s rollcall vote on the nomination
of Scott Stump to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Career, Technical, and Adult
Education at the Department of Edu-
cation.

Had I been able to attend, I would
have supported his nomination.e

———

TAX REFORM

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as you
may know, I enthusiastically sup-
ported the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act that
passed the Senate and was signed into
law 6 months ago. Over the past 6
months, the law’s positive impact on
our country’s economy has not gone
unnoticed. Companies, both large and
small, are distributing bonuses, raising
wages, and investing in their busi-
nesses. While many observers recognize
the positive ways in which the law is
increasing economic confidence and
lowering rates for individual taxpayers,
the benefits to small businesses are
sometimes overlooked. As chairman of
the Senate Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship, I strongly
supported the tax law because I be-
lieved it would reduce taxes for small
businesses responsible for employing
millions of Americans, allowing small
business owners to invest in their busi-
nesses and increase economic growth. I
recently began this series of speeches
to bring attention to the benefits this
law provides for small businesses.

While many reports over the past 6
months focus on the new tax law’s im-
pact on large corporations, I rise today
to bring attention to how tax reform is
benefiting HBM Technology Partners,
a small business in Reno, NV. HEM
Technology Partners provides com-
puter hardware, information tech-
nology systems, and computer services
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