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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. KILMER) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

NATO COMMITMENT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Friday, The Washington 
Times correctly reported on the front 
page about the NATO conference that 
‘‘President Trump’s bare-knuckles di-
plomacy paid off.’’ 

‘‘Mr. Trump declared that the U.S. 
remained committed to the military 
alliance.’’ 

The Brussels Declaration of July 11 
itself confirmed: ‘‘We will share fairly 
the responsibilities of defending each 
other. Real progress has been made 
across NATO. . . . But even if we have 
turned a corner, we need to do more, 
and there will be further progress.’’ 

Today, I am grateful to welcome a 
delegation from Bulgaria as a valued 
NATO ally. Chairperson of the Foreign 
Policy Committee, Dzhema 
Grozdanova of the National Assembly, 
who also is chair of the Friendship 
group Bulgaria-USA, is leading a dele-
gation of assembly members to Wash-
ington, coordinated by Ambassador 
Tihomir Stoytchev. It is inspiring to 
see young Bulgarians and Americans 
training together at the base at Novo 
Selo to establish peace through 
strength. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

LET THERE BE LIGHT 

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, in 1961, in 
the face of a challenge from the Sovi-
ets, President Kennedy visited the Uni-
versity of Washington and said we are 
neither ‘‘warmongers nor appeasers. 
Neither hard nor soft. We are Ameri-
cans, determined to defend the fron-
tiers of freedom.’’ 

He pointed out the university’s 
motto is: ‘‘Let there be light,’’ and 
asked: ‘‘What more can be said today, 
regarding all the dark and tangled 
problems we face, than: Let there be 
light.’’ 

It is the unanimous view of the 
United States intelligence community 
that Russia used social media to influ-
ence our elections in 2016. After yester-
day, Americans from all viewpoints 
called on Congress to stand up for our 
interests to protect our elections from 
Russian influence. 

I offered the Honest Ads Act as an 
amendment to the bill we are voting on 
today. This bipartisan bill simply es-
tablishes the same disclosure require-
ments for online ads that currently 
apply to political ads on television and 
radio. 

So today, Congress had the chance to 
stand up to Russia and pass the Honest 
Ads Act, but like the President a day 
ago, this body failed to act. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress has a duty to 
defend the frontiers of freedom. So, let 
there be light. Let’s pass the Honest 
Ads Act and shine a light on the dark-
est corners of our election systems so 
that Russia can never again use our 
news feeds to influence our elections. 

f 

INVESTING IN AMERICAN 
WORKERS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I recently introduced the 
Skills Investment Act of 2018 with Con-
gressman DEREK KILMER to allow 
American workers to invest in their 
own futures. 

This bill would create lifelong learn-
ing accounts workers could use to pay 
for skills-based education, career-re-
lated learning, and professional devel-
opment. In an ever-changing economy, 
I know that such accounts would be 
put to good use. 

As co-chair of the bipartisan House 
Career and Technical Education Cau-
cus, I fully support expanding access to 
skills-based educational opportunities 
and professional development. 

The tax treatment of these savings 
accounts would be similar to a health 
savings account. Mid-career workers 
could contribute up to $4,000 tax free 
each year, with a maximum contribu-
tion limit of $10,000. Employers would 
receive a 25 percent tax credit for con-
tributions to a worker’s account. 
Workers of all ages can use the account 
at any time to learn skills to make 
them more competitive as the economy 
changes. 

This bill is a commonsense approach 
to investing in the American worker. I 
encourage my colleagues to cosponsor 
it today. 

f 

SURRENDERING OUR VALUES 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, like many 
Americans, yesterday I watched and 
was dumbfounded by the words and the 
actions of the President of the United 

States as he betrayed our principles 
and our national interests on the world 
stage. 

Never before have we seen a Presi-
dent of the United States so quickly 
surrender our longstanding values and 
our national security interests to an 
adversary like Vladimir Putin. The 
President’s pathetic performance was 
an embarrassment for the United 
States. 

Just last week, of course, his own 
Justice Department indicted 12 Rus-
sian intelligence agents for the very 
act that he denied ever took place. 
When he had a chance to take sides be-
tween American interests and the 
American intelligence community, he 
wrapped his arms around Vladimir 
Putin, a KGB spy with a history of 
jamming his opponents and killing 
journalists. This is outrageous. 

f 

NORTH KOREA BRUTALIZES ITS 
PEOPLE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
North Korea’s nuclear program is per-
haps the greatest threat to U.S. na-
tional security, but we must never for-
get the horrendous plight of the North 
Korean people. 

Little Kim and his dynasty are guilty 
of some of the worst human rights 
abuses in human history. Freedom of 
religion and freedom of speech do not 
exist in North Korea. Christians are 
routinely arrested, tortured, impris-
oned, and executed, their families sent 
to prison camps for ‘‘guilt by associa-
tion.’’ 

Reports estimate that almost 130,000 
political prisoners are suffering brutal 
conditions in highly secret work camps 
around North Korea. Systematic mur-
der, torture, rape, forced abortions, 
starvation, and overwork are leading 
to countless deaths every day, and the 
Kim regime is giving no signs of relent-
ing. 

Despite any nuclear agreement, we 
must make it clear that the United 
States will never waiver in its support 
for basic human dignity of the North 
Korean people. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

TRADE ADJUSTMENT AUTHORITY 
(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump’s trade war is spiraling out 
of control and American workers and 
businesses are paying the price. 

Back home in Illinois, already more 
than $3.8 billion in exports have been 
targeted for retaliation. I have heard 
from numerous working companies 
hurting from this misguided approach. 
They are struggling with new, high 
costs and are now less able or less like-
ly to hire or expand. 
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Today, I am introducing legislation 

to help American businesses affected 
by the Trump tariffs. Trade Adjust-
ment Assistance was created in 1962 to 
help U.S. workers and U.S. firms adapt 
to competition caused by changing 
trade policies. My bill would expand 
the Trade Adjustment Assistance for 
Firms to add reduced exports resulting 
from retaliatory tariffs as a qualifying 
factor for the TAA program. 

I also enthusiastically support simi-
lar legislation by my Democratic col-
leagues being introduced this week to 
provide similar assistance to impacted 
workers and farmers. 

President Trump needs to end this 
damaging trade war. Until he does, we 
need to provide relief to the businesses 
and workers who are adversely stuck 
with the consequences. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN COMERFORD 
OF BLACKBURN COLLEGE 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
thank my friend, John Comerford, for 
his years of service and leadership as 
president of Blackburn College in 
Carlinville, Illinois. 

In his nearly 5 years as Blackburn’s 
president, John provided tremendous 
leadership and helped implement inno-
vative policies with tuition assistance 
and providing students with valuable 
work experience. 

Under his leadership, Blackburn Col-
lege has steadily grown its enrollment, 
renovated several buildings on campus, 
and implemented policies that provide 
local students with access to college. 

Under Blackburn’s Macoupin Prom-
ise program, which was created last 
year, high school students in Macoupin 
County can attend Blackburn College 
for free if they meet the college’s aca-
demic standards, participate in the 
work program, and their household in-
come falls below a set threshold. 

Beginning this month, John will be 
moving to Otterbein University in 
Ohio, where he will serve as president. 
I wish John nothing but the best in the 
future and thank him for his leader-
ship, feedback, and, most of all, his 
friendship. 

f 

BUILDING A NEW BUFFALO 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, at the foot of Main Street in 
Buffalo lies the DL&W Terminal, a cen-
tury-old, vacant historic landmark 
along the Buffalo River that once 
served as a bustling stop for passengers 
traveling by both ship and rail. 

A plan by the Niagara Frontier 
Transportation Authority will trans-

form this piece of western New York 
history into a destination that serves a 
Buffalo of today and tomorrow, cre-
ating a multimodal center for people 
traveling by rail, automobile, bikes, 
and boats. 

The DL&W Terminal is a project 
under consideration for a Federal grant 
through the United States Department 
of Transportation’s Better Utilizing In-
vestments to Leverage Development, 
otherwise known as the BUILD pro-
gram. 

I stand today in support of the 
NFTA’s grant application for the 
DL&W Terminal, which serves as a na-
tional model for financing of infra-
structure investments delivering sig-
nificant economic impact. 

Surrounded by Canalside, the Cobble-
stone District, downtown Buffalo, and 
the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus, 
development of the DL&W represents a 
transformative project building on the 
economic renaissance of the new Buf-
falo. 

f 

TAX REFORM FEEDBACK 

(Mr. NORMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share that in 6 short months, 
tax reform has transformed lives and 
businesses in South Carolina. 

I recently sent out two postcard sur-
veys to over 50,000 of my constituents 
asking them how tax reform has af-
fected them. I have received great feed-
back, with over 70 percent saying they 
saw increased pay or benefits. 

One example I received in the Fifth 
District is from the Mattox family, a 
self-employed couple in Clover. They 
said that, due to their tax cuts this 
year, they are going to finally be able 
to buy new equipment for their busi-
ness. The Mattox family also believes 
these tax cuts should remain perma-
nent for all middle class families be-
cause of the benefits they personally 
see occurring in their community. 

As a result of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, South Carolinians are now seeing 
opportunities and confidence coming 
back to their families and small busi-
nesses. 

f 

TRUMP BLAMES AMERICA FIRST 

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
respectfully call upon our Republican 
colleagues to stand up for America by 
standing up against and rejecting 
President Donald Trump’s surrender to 
murderous dictator Vladimir Putin. 

Putin may well have elected Trump, 
but Putin is against us all, Democrats 
and Republicans alike, and he is 
against our cherished democracy. 

Without his congressional Repub-
lican enablers, Trump cannot continue 
to coddle the Russians at the very time 

that his Director of National Intel-
ligence, lifelong Republican Dan Coats, 
is warning that we are under sustained 
Russian attack. 

In his embarrassing, fawning praise 
of Putin, Trump expresses no concern 
for Putin’s military shooting down a 
civilian airliner four years ago today; 
Putin’s agents poisoning his enemies 
and jailing his opponents; Putin’s inva-
sions of Ukraine and Georgia; and 
Putin’s interference and attacks on our 
elections, as certified by U.S. intel-
ligence agencies. 

Don’t await your retirement to stand 
up and address the truth of Trump’s be-
trayal of our country. 

f 

b 1215 

PROTECTING FIRST AMENDMENT 
RIGHTS 

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, with ac-
cess to millions of Americans’ personal 
information, the IRS is one of the most 
powerful agencies in Washington. 
Unsurprisingly, the agency has failed 
to secure that information from abuse. 
That is why I was pleased to see the 
Treasury Department announce it will 
no longer require certain tax-exempt 
organizations to file personally identi-
fiable information about their donors 
as part of their annual returns. 

While the House has taken steps to 
limit schedule B disclosures of the tax- 
exempt organizations, the latest an-
nouncement from the IRS will exempt 
some 45,000 nonprofits from the report-
ing rule, including conservative organi-
zations, but also unions and social wel-
fare groups. 

Today, one’s political views can 
spark passion, hatred, even refusal of 
service at a restaurant. In an extreme 
case, your life may be threatened at 
baseball practice. 

Regardless of political affiliation, 
Americans should feel comfortable do-
nating to a cause or candidate of their 
choice without living in fear of re-
prisal. I applaud the administration’s 
recent action and encourage this Con-
gress to join their effort and defend the 
First Amendment rights of every 
American. 

f 

PROTECT PENSION PLANS 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last week 
in Columbus, Ohio, thousands of Amer-
ican retirees gathered to demand Con-
gress act. 

Pension plans for more than 1 million 
retirees and union workers are in dan-
ger of collapse if something is not done 
soon. More than 60,000 Ohio workers 
alone could be impacted, and millions 
across our Nation face cuts in their 
earned retirement benefits. 

Retirees traveled from as far as Utah 
to Columbus as the Select Committee 
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