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A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 229, noes 184, 
not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 332] 

AYES—229 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Bost 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cloud 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Cook 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donovan 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes (KS) 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Frelinghuysen 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 

Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Handel 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Latta 
Lesko 
Lewis (MN) 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Marshall 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Norman 

Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Posey 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (SC) 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce (CA) 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smucker 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tipton 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NOES—184 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amash 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 

Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 

Butterfield 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 

Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crist 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hastings 
Heck 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 

Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Massie 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 

Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rosen 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—15 

Black 
Cárdenas 
Clark (MA) 
Crowley 
Ellison 
Garamendi 

Gutiérrez 
Hanabusa 
Jackson Lee 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Roby 

Shea-Porter 
Simpson 
Speier 
Walz 
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So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated against: 
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 

I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
No. 332. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, for personal 
reasons, I was unable to vote today. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall No. 331 and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 332. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal, which the Chair will put 
de novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

ELECTING A MEMBER TO CERTAIN 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the House Re-
publican Conference, I send to the desk 
a privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1000 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT 
REFORM: Mr. Cloud. 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECH-
NOLOGY: Mr. Cloud. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS (during 
the reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be 
considered as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

PRO BONO WORK TO EMPOWER 
AND REPRESENT ACT OF 2018 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 717) to promote pro bono legal 
services as a critical way in which to 
empower survivors of domestic vio-
lence, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 717 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pro bono 
Work to Empower and Represent Act of 2018’’ 
or the ‘‘POWER Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Extremely high rates of domestic vio-

lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking exist at the local, State, tribal, and 
national levels and such violence or behavior 
harms the most vulnerable members of our 
society. 

(2) According to a study commissioned by 
the Department of Justice, nearly 25 percent 
of women suffer from domestic violence dur-
ing their lifetime. 

(3) Proactive efforts should be made avail-
able in all forums to provide pro bono legal 
services and eliminate the violence that de-
stroys lives and shatters families. 
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(4) A variety of factors cause domestic vio-

lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking, and a variety of solutions at the 
local, State, and national levels are nec-
essary to combat such violence or behavior. 

(5) According to the National Network to 
End Domestic Violence, which conducted a 
census including almost 1,700 assistance pro-
grams, over the course of 1 day in September 
2014, more than 10,000 requests for services, 
including legal representation, were not met. 

(6) Pro bono assistance can help fill this 
need by providing not only legal representa-
tion, but also access to emergency shelter, 
transportation, and childcare. 

(7) Research and studies have dem-
onstrated that the provision of legal assist-
ance to victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking re-
duces the probability of such violence or be-
havior reoccurring in the future and can help 
survivors move forward. 

(8) Legal representation increases the pos-
sibility of successfully obtaining a protec-
tive order against an attacker, which pre-
vents further mental and physical injury to 
a victim and his or her family, as dem-
onstrated by a study that found that 83 per-
cent of victims represented by an attorney 
were able to obtain a protective order, 
whereas only 32 percent of victims without 
an attorney were able to do so. 

(9) The American Bar Association Model 
Rules include commentary stating that 
‘‘every lawyer, regardless of professional 
prominence or professional workload, has a 
responsibility to provide legal services to 
those unable to pay, and personal involve-
ment in the problems of the disadvantaged 
can be one of the most rewarding experiences 
in the life of a lawyer’’. 

(10) As leaders in their legal communities, 
judges in district courts should encourage 
lawyers to provide pro bono resources in an 
effort to help victims of such violence or be-
havior escape the cycle of abuse. 

(11) A dedicated army of pro bono attor-
neys focused on this mission will inspire oth-
ers to devote efforts to this cause and will 
raise awareness of the scourge of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking throughout the country. 

(12) Communities, by providing awareness 
of pro bono legal services and assistance to 
survivors of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking, will em-
power those survivors to move forward with 
their lives. 
SEC. 3. DISTRICT COURTS TO PROMOTE EM-

POWERMENT EVENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter for a period of 4 years, 
the chief judge, or his or her designee, for 
each judicial district shall lead not less than 
1 public event, in partnership with a State, 
local, tribal, or territorial domestic violence 
service provider or coalition and a State or 
local volunteer lawyer project, promoting 
pro bono legal services as a critical way in 
which to empower survivors of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking and engage citizens in assisting 
those survivors. 

(b) DISTRICTS CONTAINING INDIAN TRIBES 
AND TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS.—During each 2- 
year period, the chief judge, or his or her 
designee, for a judicial district that contains 
an Indian tribe or tribal organization (as 
those terms are defined in section 4 of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)) shall lead not 
less than 1 public event promoting pro bono 
legal services under subsection (a) of this 
section in partnership with an Indian tribe 
or tribal organization with the intent of in-
creasing the provision of pro bono legal serv-
ices for Indian or Alaska Native victims of 

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—Each chief judge 
shall— 

(1) have discretion as to the design, organi-
zation, and implementation of the public 
events required under subsection (a); and 

(2) in conducting a public event under sub-
section (a), seek to maximize the local im-
pact of the event and the provision of access 
to high-quality pro bono legal services by 
survivors of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking. 
SEC. 4. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) REPORT TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
COURTS.—Not later than October 30 of each 
year, each chief judge shall submit to the Di-
rector of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts a report detailing each 
public event conducted under section 3 dur-
ing the previous fiscal year. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1 

of each year, the Director of the Administra-
tive Office of the United States Courts shall 
submit to Congress a compilation and sum-
mary of each report received under sub-
section (a) for the previous fiscal year. 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—Each comprehensive re-
port submitted under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude an analysis of how each public event 
meets the goals set forth in this Act, as well 
as suggestions on how to improve future pub-
lic events. 
SEC. 5. FUNDING. 

The Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts shall use existing funds to 
carry out the requirements of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on S. 717, 
currently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, today I am pleased to 
be voting on S. 717, the Pro bono Work 
to Empower and Represent Act of 2018, 
otherwise known as the POWER Act. 

The POWER Act directs that each 
year the chief judge in each judicial 
district across the country hold at 
least one event in partnership with do-
mestic violence service providers or 
volunteer lawyer projects to promote 
pro bono legal services for survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. 

Lawyers play a critical role in com-
bating domestic violence. Not only do 
government prosecutors enforce crimi-
nal laws, but in the civil realm, law-
yers may provide legal representation 
in matters such as civil protection 
order applications which ultimately 
help keep victims safe from their abus-
ers. 

While victims are able to apply for 
these orders pro se, as this bill makes 
clear, legal representation increases 
the possibility of successfully obtain-
ing a protective order against an 
attacker, which prevents further men-
tal and physical injury to a victim and 
his or her family. One study has found 
that 83 percent of victims represented 
by an attorney were able to obtain a 
protective order, whereas only 32 per-
cent of victims without an attorney 
were able to do so. 

Federal courts already promote 
many pro bono programs in their judi-
cial districts and have access to local 
attorneys who may be able to volun-
teer to work with domestic violence 
victims. This bill not only requires a 
public event in each Federal judicial 
district for every year during a 4-year 
period, it also requires an additional 
public event to be held every 2 years 
during the 4-year period in districts 
that contain Tribes or Tribal organiza-
tions that specifically focus on encour-
aging pro bono legal services for Indian 
or Alaska Native victims of domestic 
violence. 

I would like to thank Senator SUL-
LIVAN from Alaska for introducing this 
bill and shepherding it through the 
Senate. And I would like to thank Mr. 
KENNEDY from the great Common-
wealth of Massachusetts for intro-
ducing this bill in the House. This is an 
extremely important issue, and I hope 
it will make a real difference in in-
creasing legal services to victims. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the POWER Act, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
717, the Pro bono Work to Empower 
and Represent Act of 2018, or the 
POWER Act as, as amended. 

It seeks to promote pro bono legal 
services as a way to empower survivors 
of domestic violence. We all know that 
domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault, and stalking affect the 
people of every single one of our com-
munities in profound ways. 

Alas, the demand for legal services to 
assist victims who find themselves in a 
domestic violence situation far exceeds 
the availability of free or low-cost 
legal services, and yet research consist-
ently shows, as the chairman of the Ju-
diciary Committee just pointed out, 
that if you have got a lawyer, then you 
are significantly better equipped to 
prevent future domestic violence than 
if you don’t have a lawyer. In fact, 
those victims who have a lawyer are 
three times more likely to be able to 
prevent future violence than those who 
are without a lawyer. 

So this measure is consistent with 
the spirit and the goals of the legal 
profession. The American Bar Associa-
tion’s Model Rules of Professional Con-
duct encourage attorneys to bridge the 
gap in representation by providing free 
legal services to people who are unable 
to pay them, and this is an especially 
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vulnerable and often destitute popu-
lation. 

One bar jurisdiction that has stepped 
up in a very profound way to meet this 
professional standard and challenge is 
the District of Columbia Bar which has 
an extraordinary and successful project 
created by Karen Barker Marcou and 
Kathleen Buhle Biden which is called 
the DC Volunteer Lawyers Project. 
They just celebrated their 10th anni-
versary. They have 2,100 lawyers who 
have signed up pro bono to offer their 
assistance to victims of domestic vio-
lence, stalking, date rape, and so on. 

They serve more than 1,000 clients 
every single year. They were just given 
an award by the D.C. Bar for the work 
that they have put together solely 
through the volunteer efforts of law-
yers in the District of Columbia Bar. 

So this legislation would modestly 
and simply direct the chief judge in 
each Federal judicial district to orga-
nize at least one public event annually 
for the next 4 years to promote pro 
bono legal services to victims of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault, and stalking in the dis-
tricts in which the court serves its ju-
risdiction. 

In the case of districts containing an 
Indian Tribe or Tribal organization, 
chief judges in partnership with the 
Tribes would have to lead at least one 
public event promoting such pro bono 
legal services during each 2-year pe-
riod. 

People who have experienced and sur-
vived these types of violence deserve 
and will benefit from all the informa-
tion and assistance that can be pro-
vided in such public events. Too often 
survivors simply don’t know what re-
sources are out there and are available 
to help them. S. 717 will help survivors 
of domestic violence vindicate their 
rights and protect themselves from fu-
ture assaults which are still a scourge 
on the land. 

I support this legislation. Obviously, 
there is a lot more we can do. Congress 
should work to allocate resources to 
the recruitment, training, and place-
ment of pro bono attorneys through 
the myriad of already existing bar as-
sociation programs like the one in the 
District of Columbia. 

Of course, Congress should work to 
reauthorize the Violence Against 
Women Act which provides an indis-
pensable array of programs that help 
address domestic violence and sexual 
assault. We should not let the author-
ization for these important protections 
lapse. 

All of these efforts are important, 
and the measure before us today will 
support a comprehensive response to 
these types of crimes. I support this 
bill, and I commend my colleague, Rep-
resentative JOE KENNEDY, for his lead-
ership in authoring the House com-
panion to the Senate bill. 

I want to thank the chairman for his 
leadership, and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in voting for this legislation so 
we may bring it one step closer to en-
actment. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Washington 
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS), who is the 
Republican Conference chair. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in support of the 
POWER Act. 

Survivors of sexual and domestic vio-
lence must know that they have a 
place to turn where they can step out 
of the shadows of abuse to find hope. 
To provide that hope, the POWER Act 
will bring more tools and resources to 
communities so that survivors can find 
access to legal services that they need. 
It will also encourage lawyers across 
the country to get involved in these 
cases, and it will help people break free 
from the dangerous cycle of abuse. 

No one should ever have to live in 
fear of being intimidated from seeking 
justice. The first step is making sure 
they courageously know where they 
can safely go for help. Today, to build 
on our work to make our communities 
safer, I urge my colleagues to join me 
in sending the POWER Act to the 
President’s desk to become law. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KENNEDY), who is my friend and col-
league. Representative JOE KENNEDY is 
not only a distinguished champion of 
the rights of women and a foe of do-
mestic violence, but he is a former 
prosecutor who spent a lot of time in 
Massachusetts prosecuting domestic 
violence cases. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleague, Mr. RASKIN, for 
his kind words and for his leadership 
on this bill and legislation in bringing 
it to this point and for all of his efforts 
in combating domestic violence as 
well. 

I also want to thank my colleagues, 
in particular Congressman YOUNG; Con-
gresswoman MCMORRIS RODGERS, the 
Republican Conference Chair; Con-
gresswoman TULSI GABBARD; Congress-
woman BROOKS; as well as the chair-
man, Mr. GOODLATTE, for his leadership 
in making sure that this bill comes to 
the floor today; as well as Senator SUL-
LIVAN from Alaska who is the original 
author of this legislation and has been 
working with me on this for the past 
several years. I am grateful for his 
leadership as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I remember far too 
many times in a courtroom as a State- 
level prosecutor the challenges of 
bringing domestic violence cases to 
trial. I remember to this day talking to 
victims and seeing perhaps a paragraph 
in a police report and something that 
didn’t quite seem right; doing an inter-
view with the victim and peeling back 
layer after layer after layer of isola-
tion and of control, and of the creation 
of a state of dependence and of per-
petual fear. 

b 1400 
I remember getting ready to try a 

case one day. The victim came in with 

her daughter. The victim had a black 
eye. She sat next to her husband, the 
defendant, throughout the entire morn-
ing of the case. She blamed the black 
eye on a newborn child who was sleep-
ing in her bed. 

I remember watching countless ef-
forts for a restraining order as the at-
torney badgered a victim, and watch-
ing a victim get so disenchanted with 
our court system that she said she 
would never come back. 

Standing in a courtroom, Mr. Speak-
er, with those survivors, you start to 
see our justice system through their 
eyes. It is, at times, an endless and im-
possible maze where abuse and injus-
tice is relived and replicated on every 
single occasion. 

That is why we as a Congress must 
ensure that no survivor is ever forced 
to stand alone before a judge, because 
we know and the data well proves that, 
oftentimes, these cases can be a matter 
of life and death. It is, in fact, the most 
predictable form of homicide we have 
in our Nation. 

We know how prevalent and perva-
sive it is. Nearly 8 million women are 
raped, assaulted, or stalked every year 
by a current or former intimate part-
ner. We know that low-income women 
and men are at higher risk of domestic 
violence and rape. We know that more 
than 80 percent of survivors with ac-
cess to a lawyer successfully obtain re-
straining orders, while those who stand 
alone obtain one less than one-third of 
the time. 

Mr. Speaker, passing the POWER Act 
will begin to restore our sacred prom-
ise of an equal justice system. I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr. 
YOUNG), the dean of the House who has 
been a real champion in combating do-
mestic violence. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for his kindness 
in recognizing me, but also for bringing 
up this bill. I also thank Mr. KENNEDY 
for his support. This is Senator SUL-
LIVAN’s bill, although I had a com-
panion bill on the House side. 

What has been said here prior to me 
is really what we are addressing. Do-
mestic violence is a terror on our soci-
ety. No one is immune to it, be they 
rich or poor, whatever race or ethnic 
group you may belong to. It cuts across 
the aisle. 

Unfortunately, far too many Alas-
kans have firsthand experience in this 
reality. In 2015, a survey of Alaskan 
victims found that, out of every 100 
adult women, 40 experienced intimate 
partner violence, 33 experienced sexual 
violence, and one in three adult women 
in Alaska have been a victim of stalk-
ing in their lifetime. 

Not only must we do more to prevent 
this epidemic from growing, we must 
also do more to help the survivors, and 
that is what the POWER Act does. It 
allows the victims to have pro bono 
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legal representation from the legal pro-
fession to take and present their cases. 

I believe this bill is well and long 
overdue. 

If I can refer to what Mr. KENNEDY 
said, I have a little experience myself. 
A dear friend of mine, who was a friend 
of my late wife, used to get beat up by 
her husband because he was drinking 
all the time. My wife asked: Why don’t 
you just hit him? 

She said: Well, I couldn’t do that. Vi-
olence begets violence. 

Well, my wife at that time was very 
young, and she said: Well, I wouldn’t 
put up with it. 

About 2 weeks later, there was a 
knock on our door and my wife an-
swered. She opened the door and our 
friend said: I did it. 

She said: What did you do? 
The woman said: My husband beat 

me up. He passed out, and I hit him 
with a frying pan when he was asleep. 

I wouldn’t suggest that solution, but 
she had no other recourse, no way to be 
represented legally to go to the courts. 

I am saying this should be passed. To 
have representation in the courtroom 
is a good piece of legislation. 

Again, I thank Mr. GOODLATTE for 
bringing this bill to the floor, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, and all those people involved 
with it. It is long overdue. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Domestic violence is a reign of terror 
for people who are caught up in it. His-
torically, of course, domestic violence 
was bolstered by a compliant or indif-
ferent, sexist criminal justice system 
and laws that were inadequate to the 
task. 

Even today, in many parts of the 
world, from Afghanistan to Saudi Ara-
bia to India, women are still subject to 
domestic violence and to indifferent 
and hostile treatment from their legal 
systems. But in America, we have ad-
vanced far beyond that. Still, there is a 
lot more we can do to address the prob-
lems of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking. 

One thing we know we can do is to 
get lawyers for women when they have 
been attacked. The information and 
the assistance that they will get from 
the lawyers will help them get out of a 
desperate situation. 

The information and assistance that 
we provide under this legislation in 
public events will indeed advance the 
power of survivors to get out of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, or a 
stalking reign of terror. 

We support enactment of this legisla-
tion as well as the additional efforts we 
have mentioned to provide counsel for 
survivors, to promote their ability to 
access the resources of our criminal 
justice system. 

We look forward to working with 
Chairman GOODLATTE and other col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
for rapid passage of this important, bi-
partisan measure and further legisla-
tive efforts that will strengthen the po-
sition of people who are victims of do-
mestic violence. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a very good bill. 
I thank the Senator from Alaska, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, for working with me and my 
staff. On the minority side as well, I 
thank Congressman KENNEDY, Mr. 
RASKIN, and the ranking member on 
the Judiciary Committee. 

This is truly a bipartisan effort to 
help educate people who are the vic-
tims of domestic violence about better 
ways that they can protect themselves 
and avail themselves of good represen-
tation in court. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WESTERMAN). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, S. 717, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE THAT THE NATION FACES 
A MORE COMPLEX AND GRAVE 
SET OF THREATS THAN AT ANY 
TIME SINCE THE END OF WORLD 
WAR II 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 995) expressing the sense 
of the House of Representatives that 
the Nation now faces a more complex 
and grave set of threats than at any 
time since the end of World War II, and 
that the lack of full, on-time funding 
related to defense activities puts serv-
icemen and servicewomen at risk, 
harms national security, and aids the 
adversaries of the United States. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 995 

Whereas the United States now faces a 
more complex set of threats than at any 
time since the end of World War II; 

Whereas the National Defense Strategy re-
leased on January 19, 2018, highlights these 
threats and acknowledges a return to great 
power competition; 

Whereas countries like Russia and China 
are heavily investing in military moderniza-
tion and developing capabilities that the 
United States may not be able to defend 
against while also expanding their influence 
across the globe; 

Whereas North Korea’s nuclear program 
continues to be a serious threat; 

Whereas the National Defense Strategy 
states that ‘‘Iran continues to sow violence 
and remains the most significant challenge 
to Middle East stability’’; 

Whereas the National Defense Strategy 
states that ‘‘terrorist groups with long reach 
continue to murder the innocent and threat-
en peace more broadly’’; 

Whereas the United States continues to 
fight a war against terrorism and has troops 
deployed in hostile regions throughout the 
globe; 

Whereas, on January 19, 2018, Secretary of 
Defense James Mattis stated, ‘‘As hard as 
the last 16 years have been on our military, 
no enemy in the field has done more to harm 
the readiness of the U.S. military than the 
combined impact of the Budget Control Act’s 
defense spending cuts, worsened by us oper-
ating, 9 of the last 10 years, under continuing 
resolutions, wasting copious amounts of pre-
cious taxpayer dollars’’; 

Whereas fiscal year 2009 was the last fiscal 
year the Department of Defense received on- 
time funding; 

Whereas the House of Representatives has 
passed an annual appropriation bill for the 
Department of Defense before the start of 
the next fiscal year in each of those fiscal 
years; 

Whereas article I, section 8 of the Con-
stitution gives Congress the responsibility to 
‘‘provide for the common Defence and gen-
eral Welfare of the United States’’ and calls 
on Congress to ‘‘raise and support Armies’’ 
and ‘‘provide and maintain a Navy’’; and 

Whereas Secretaries of Defense appointed 
by Presidents of both parties have warned 
about the damage funding uncertainty has 
on the readiness of our Armed Forces: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House 
of Representatives that— 

(1) failing to provide our military with full, 
stable, and on-time funding allows our adver-
saries to close critical military capability 
gaps, putting our servicemembers at in-
creased risk, and severely harms our mili-
tary’s ability to prepare for, deter, and, if 
needed, defend against these capabilities, 
putting United States national security at 
greater risk; 

(2) providing full, stable, and on-time fund-
ing for the Department of Defense is criti-
cally necessary to preventing these increased 
risks; and 

(3) the House of Representatives is com-
mitted to ending the funding uncertainty for 
the Department of Defense and providing the 
resources United States servicemembers 
need to defend the Nation, and that the Sen-
ate should join the House of Representatives 
in these efforts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wyoming (Ms. CHENEY) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. SMITH) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on the resolu-
tion under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 

resolution, H. Res. 995, which expresses 
this House’s commitment to providing 
the full, on-time funding our men and 
women in uniform need to defend our 
Nation. 

This week and next, Mr. Speaker, we 
will be spending time on this floor dis-
cussing the devastating impacts nine 
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