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The all-powerful Federal Government 

has absolutely nothing to lose by al-
lowing its employees, who have so lit-
tle authority, fair access to a process 
that does no more than allow them to 
be heard before all-powerful Federal 
agencies. 

What could the largest employer in 
the world be afraid of? 

It looks as if it is afraid of its own 
employees, ordinary citizens rep-
resented also by Members of the House 
and the Senate, who ask for no more 
than a process and, if I may say so, a 
fair process to be heard, a process that 
does not show anything like guaran-
teed winning, but it is at least a proc-
ess. 

Well, perhaps these employees are to 
be feared after all because today they 
showed up in great numbers. Remem-
ber, they showed up on the streets of 
Washington, D.C., but there are mil-
lions of them throughout the United 
States. They showed up in a fighting 
mood, fighting back. 

I am pleased to come to the floor to 
represent the thousands of employees 
who showed up. I am simply one among 
hundreds of Members of the House who 
will always show up for workers when 
their rights are being threatened. 

As it turns out, the American Fed-
eration of Government Employees rep-
resents both D.C. employees of the D.C. 
government and Federal employees of 
the Federal Government and I am 
proud to represent them all. 

All that my Republican friends have 
done is raise their fighting spirit, 
which has already shown that our 
chances of taking back the House of 
Representatives have grown every sin-
gle day. 

The second issue I want to say a word 
about has to do with indiscriminate 
raids of the kind we have never had in 
the United States of America before. 
These are raids on residents. I have 
seen their effect here, so I will talk 
about these residents living in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

When you hear of such raids and in-
discriminate arrests, perhaps you will 
understand why cities like the District 
of Columbia have declared themselves 
to be sanctuary cities that protect, 
particularly, their immigrant residents 
from arbitrary action, recognizing that 
they will not be able and do not wish to 
protect them when, in fact, there is a 
right to take them back to where they 
came from. But that is not what I am 
talking about this evening. 

In the District of Columbia, at least 
a dozen individuals were arrested last 
week when it is clear that they would 
not have been arrested had there been 
a warrant or had anything but racial 
profiling—racial and ethnic profiling, I 
might add—been used, a brazen act. 

As it turns out, some of the people 
arrested were, for example, MS–13. So 
far as the numbers show, that is 37. 
Those are people for whom they had a 
warrant. Those are people for whom 
there is probable cause that they com-
mitted a crime. But that is 37 out of 

132. They never could have gotten the 
rest of these residents without indis-
criminate racial profiling. 

What did they do? 
First of all, they went to predomi-

nantly Latino D.C. neighborhoods, and 
they went there for a reason. They 
snatched what appeared to be anyone 
on the streets who looked like the peo-
ple they wanted, based on race or ap-
pearance. 

When you have, in the United States, 
police picking up people based on their 
appearance, you understand what a po-
lice state looks like. The reaction will 
be, I am sure, intimidation from going 
into the streets of your own city. 

Now, ICE boasts that it went looking 
and found people who present a signifi-
cant security threat, but they were 
only able to show 37 such people. When 
you round up citizens without a war-
rant and without probable cause based 
on what they look like, that is what 
you get: indiscriminate arrests, arrests 
based on appearance, arrests where you 
cannot possibly show a significant pub-
lic safety threat. 

I am not here to say that MS–13 or 
others who pose such a threat should 
not be arrested. I am here to say that 
breaking up families is an outrageous 
way to enforce a law and does not, in 
fact, do so. 

The Washington field office was re-
sponsible for this roundup, and they 
have indicated the people whom they 
arrested. 

I am not here on this floor this 
evening to defend—here I am reading 
from people they say they arrested— 
the El Salvadoran national identified 
as a high-ranking MS–13 member. 

I am not here on this floor to defend 
a Bolivian national who has four prior 
convictions for rape and intercourse 
with a victim under 13. They are not 
what I am here talking about. 
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I am here talking about people who 
were in the streets minding their own 
business, with no criminal arrests, 
with no criminal background, with 
families at home waiting for them. 

Yes, we have got to deport people 
from this country, even if they come in 
ways that we could otherwise under-
stand. Deportation has to occur. It oc-
curred in the last administration. 
Some were deported right at the bor-
der. I am not here making the case to 
open the borders wide open and let ev-
erybody in. 

But the courts have already turned 
around the procedures now being em-
ployed, because every day you read in 
the papers and see on television how 
many families have been disunited, 
children and parents broken up, par-
ents deported without their children. 
The authorities are still looking to 
unite hundreds of children with their 
parents. That just isn’t what we do in 
the United States of America. 

Since one of these roundups occurred 
here in the Nation’s Capital, and the 
shame is that it would occur in the 

Capital of the United States, I thought 
it was my responsibility to come to 
this floor to call it out and to indicate 
that these raids are one of the reasons 
why the District of Columbia will al-
ways be a sanctuary city—not a city 
for MS–13, not a city for those who 
should be deported, but a city for those 
who have a right to go through a lawful 
process. 

We will not stand for residents to be 
rounded up in the streets. That means 
that each and every one of us could be 
rounded up in the streets based on 
what we look like. We will not have it. 
We will resist it. 

There is a way to deport people. 
There is a way to make sure that you 
come into this country legally and to 
make sure that you are deported if you 
do not. 

The wrong way to do it, the way that 
we cannot tolerate, is to go to police 
state tactics, unknown before in our 
country, and particularly police state 
tactics in the Capital of the United 
States, Washington, D.C. 

So, Mr. Speaker, as the House pre-
pares to go home later in the week, 
these are two issues I felt I had to put 
before this body. I would hope that we 
all would think of better ways to ac-
complish our ends. 

If our problem is with Federal em-
ployees, let’s deal with that problem 
and not try to nullify a statute that 
took into account our differences, the 
Civil Service Reform Act. 

As for Hispanics and other immi-
grants being snatched off the streets, I 
would hope that I do not stand alone in 
saying tonight that that is not the 
American way. There are hundreds of 
jurisdictions that are with us as sanc-
tuary cities to stand and say that that 
is not the American way. I am pleased 
that the courts of the United States 
have protected sanctuary cities just as 
these cities have protected residents 
from arbitrary treatment in the United 
States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, as co- 

chair of both the Hellenic Caucus and 
the Congressional Hellenic-Israel Alli-
ance, I rise tonight with my colleagues 
to provide an update on one of the 
United States’ most strategic allies, 
the Republic of Cyprus. 
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Sadly, Mr. Speaker, this year marks 

the 44th anniversary of the illegal inva-
sion and occupation of 40,000 Turkish 
troops in Cyprus. Turkey, a NATO ally, 
must cease its inflammatory rhetoric, 
normalize relations with the Republic 
of Cyprus, and commit to peacefully 
working toward a negotiated solution. 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots, Mr. 
Speaker, deserve an end to the sense-
less division and occupation. 

Despite the challenge of continued 
occupation, Cyprus has long been a 
strong and faithful ally of the United 
States. Due to Cyprus’ unique geo-
political role in the eastern Mediterra-
nean, it is in the best interests of our 
country, the United States of America, 
to support peace and the end of this il-
legal occupation. Cyprus’ special geo-
political position stems from its loca-
tion at the southeasternmost corner of 
the EU. 

The eastern Mediterranean is turbu-
lent, Mr. Speaker, but holds a promise 
of significant opportunity. Cyprus’ sta-
tus as an EU member state, as well as 
its excellent longstanding relations 
with its neighbors, enhances its stra-
tegic importance to the United States. 

Cyprus has taken steps in recent 
years to facilitate international part-
nerships and demonstrated an impres-
sive ability to serve as a catalyst in 
the development of mutually beneficial 
goals among countries in the region 
and around the globe. 

Of equal importance, Cyprus also en-
joys a longstanding record of serving as 
an unwavering U.S. ally by promoting 
regional stability, energy security, and 
counterterrorism efforts. Regional sta-
bility is a necessary precursor to at-
tainment of its full economic, social, 
and strategic potential. 

Moderate countries in the eastern 
Mediterranean have an obligation to 
strengthen their ties because, the 
stronger the bonds, the greater the op-
portunity for building a more pros-
perous, peaceful future. 

As discussed by Cyprus’ Foreign Min-
ister Nikos Christodoulides, Cyprus 
recognizes the importance of regional 
stability. Along with Greece, it has 
spearheaded efforts to create trilateral 
cooperation mechanisms with mod-
erate countries of the region, including 
Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon. 

This initiative has been one of the 
most successful developments of the 
past decade and has laid the foundation 
for regional cooperation on a variety of 
priority goals that are crucial to the 
international community. These tri-
lateral discussions are now common-
place, and the meetings are taking 
place at regular intervals, creating and 
facilitating the development of mutu-
ally beneficial partnerships around a 
broad range of areas, including eco-
nomic cooperation, culture, and edu-
cation. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel 
and Prime Minister Tsipras joined 
President Anastasiades in Nicosia in 
May for a trilateral meeting. Cur-
rently, preparations are under way for 

a trilateral meeting between Cyprus, 
Greece, and Egypt in Crete, and in De-
cember with Israel. 

Minister Christodoulides has ex-
plained that the central tenets of the 
trilateral cooperation are neither ex-
clusionary nor exclusive; additionally, 
they are not directed against any coun-
try but, instead, are utilized as an op-
portunity for promoting enhanced co-
operation. 

As with everything in life, there is no 
one-size-fits-all approach, as you know, 
Mr. Speaker, but each trilateral meet-
ing has been crafted to meet the needs 
of participating countries when it 
makes sense to do so. 

Additionally, Cyprus has taken the 
lead to include countries from outside 
the regions to further economic, social, 
and international goals. For example, 
Cyprus, Greece, and Israel have ex-
panded their talks to include Italy and 
the European Commission in negotia-
tions on energy-related issues. The 
benefits from these regional develop-
ments positively impact participating 
countries as well as the United States 
of America and the international com-
munity as a whole. 

Cyprus holds the potential to play an 
important role in international energy 
security, Mr. Speaker, which is obvi-
ously a natural interest to the United 
States of America. The discovery of hy-
drocarbons in the eastern Mediterra-
nean has motivated countries within 
the region to work together in order to 
maximize the benefit of these natural 
resources. 

The U.S. Geological Survey assess-
ments indicate the eastern Mediterra-
nean region holds large quantities of 
natural gas and oil. It is in the United 
States’ best interest, in my opinion, 
Mr. Speaker, to ensure that these re-
sources held by an allied nation con-
tribute to the availability of affordable 
energy. This development can help en-
sure the long-term financial sustain-
ability of the region. 

Minister Christodoulides, again, also 
heralds the work of Egypt, Israel, and 
Lebanon, in partnership with Cyprus, 
again, to formulate their own exclusive 
economic zones, or EEZ, which has cre-
ated greater transparency based on 
international law, outlined new eco-
nomic border structures, and estab-
lished a proven framework for coopera-
tion around a common goal. 

This framework also created the nec-
essary legal and institutional struc-
tures to attract investment in Cyprus 
by major oil and gas companies. 
ExxonMobil, Eni, Total, Noble Energy, 
and Shell have entered into agreements 
with Cyprus for exploratory drilling 
and development work. Energy expan-
sion in Cyprus holds even greater fu-
ture potential, and it will compete di-
rectly with Russian energy in the re-
gion. 

Cyprus is also close to concluding 
agreements for the export of natural 
gas from its Aphrodite reservoir in its 
EEZ to Egypt and the plants there in 
Egypt. It is also concluding an inter-

governmental agreement with Egypt 
that will create a direct, underwater 
pipeline to carry Aphrodite’s natural 
gas to Egypt. 

Similarly, the East Med pipeline 
project will allow for the transfer of 
natural gas, by an underwater pipeline, 
from Israel and Cyprus to Greece via 
Crete and from Greece to Italy. 

Energy potential and its accom-
panying economic benefit has become a 
tool of cooperation and alignment of 
initiatives that would create an econ-
omy of scale and invite investment 
while meeting the energy security 
needs of the region. 

Cyprus has also proven itself as an 
important partner in the global war 
against terrorism. Since their incep-
tion, the trilateral meetings led by Cy-
prus have always included counterter-
rorism cooperation as a priority. Min-
ister Christodoulides, again, correctly 
asserted earlier this year that it is not 
enough to secure one’s country and 
borders; close cooperation with reliable 
and like-minded partners is also nec-
essary. 

Cyprus has entered into a close dia-
logue with its regional neighbors to 
create a unified approach to battling 
terrorist ideology, understanding that 
there are no firm barriers to the spread 
of radical indoctrination, especially 
given the advent of social media, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Cyprus is participating in a number 
of international efforts, including the 
Coalition Against the Islamic State 
and the Aqaba Process. Minister 
Christodoulides further noted that Cy-
prus has actively, and in cooperation 
with some of its European allies, pro-
vided military assistance and non-
military support to international ef-
forts in the African region of the Sahel. 
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Cyprus has cooperated with the U.S. 
in providing specialized training assist-
ance to officials from neighboring 
countries and collaborated closely with 
Egypt. The training revolves mostly on 
civilian type of expertise, in customs 
and border controls. 

Additionally, Cyprus has provided 
training on the identification and con-
tainment of various chemicals, as well 
as better storage and handling of dan-
gerous substances. Cyprus has also ex-
plored collaborative efforts to counter 
violent extremism and radicalization 
in an attempt to attack the problem at 
its root. 

In recent years, Cyprus has invested 
a great deal of energy and resources in 
education and the exposure of its com-
munities to the historical roots of anti- 
Semitism and racism. This is an in-
valuable investment, not only because 
it is the right thing to do, Mr. Speaker, 
but because it is the best proven way 
to prevent radicalization and violence. 

Cyprus is committed to remain at 
the forefront of these efforts. After suf-
fering a profound financial crisis not 
long ago, the previous decade, Cyprus 
has undertaken significant reforms 
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under the great, capable leadership of 
President Anastasiades that have sta-
bilized and strengthened the country’s 
economy and its banking sector. 

The result of these reforms, coupled 
with other government policies and the 
ingenuity of the very special Cypriot 
people, is that the Cypriot economy is 
experiencing strong growth and is one 
of the fastest growing economies in Eu-
rope. 

The future is bright for Cyprus. They 
are really a great model to go by. 
Again, the future is bright for Cyprus 
and its banking sector. 

This is the fourth year in a row, Mr. 
Speaker, that they have had positive 
GDP growth. The EU predicts that real 
GDP growth is expected to reach 3.6 
percent in 2018 and 3.3 percent in 2019. 
Unemployment continues to shrink 
with the rate being cut in half to 8 per-
cent since the financial crisis, and it 
was a crisis, there is no question. I 
talked to many people who live on the 
island and many relatives here in the 
United States of those folks, and they 
went through a lot, but they recovered. 

Cyprus can survive, Mr. Speaker. It 
is surviving without dependence on 
Russian money. Russian deposits have 
dropped nearly 50 percent and make up 
just 5 percent of the three largest 
banks’ portfolios. 

Cyprus has been actively promoting 
policies to counter money laundering 
and terrorist financing activities. The 
powers and tools of the regulators, 
principally the Central Bank of Cyprus, 
the office of the attorney general, and 
financial intelligence units have been 
greatly upgraded. 

As a result, the Cyprus banking sec-
tor has significantly improved ulti-
mate beneficial ownership trans-
parency, greatly reduced its depend-
ency on foreign deposits and trans-
actions, and terminated accounts that 
do not meet its rigorous new standards. 

Ending the illegal occupation of Cy-
prus, Mr. Speaker, would safeguard the 
country’s independence while ampli-
fying its bridge-building capacity. 
What a capacity it has. They have done 
so much. So just think, if there was re-
unification, Mr. Speaker. 

Again, further stabilizing and bring-
ing peace to the region, it is in our na-
tional interests, Mr. Speaker. All of 
which, again, makes Cyprus an even 
stronger ally of the United States. 

After stalling earlier this year, reuni-
fication efforts are once again under-
way. Former U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
Homeland Security Jane Holl Lute has 
recently been appointed the U.N.’s new 
special adviser in the Cyprus reunifica-
tion talks. 

Ms. Lute plans to tour Nicosia, Ath-
ens, and Ankara this month and pro-
vide an assessment to the U.N. Sec-
retary General Antonio Guterres on 
whether there is potential for the as-
sumption of negotiations on the issue 
of reunification. 

The Republic of Cyprus has been a 
steadfast ally, and Cypriots of all back-
grounds desire an end to the senseless 

division of their homeland. Today, the 
United States, despite Erdogan’s pro-
vocative language and actions, still en-
joys a unique role as a partner for both 
Cyprus and Turkey. As an honest 
broker to both sides, we can help them 
see that a unified future for Cyprus is 
far more promising than the present di-
vision. 

Our relationship with our allies must 
be based on shared values and mutual 
respect. At the core, the rule of law 
must be respected above all else. 

I encourage the Greek and Cypriot 
leaders to keep up the hard work of 
unifying a people divided for more than 
a generation. Tough and important 
issues remain, but, hopefully, this ille-
gal occupation will come to an end. 

A reunified island nation would serve 
as a spark for further cooperation and 
economic stability. In short, it would 
unleash the region’s incredible poten-
tial. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. CAROLYN 
B. MALONEY), co-chair of the Hellenic 
Caucus. She is a founder, along with 
my father, Michael Bilirakis, of the 
Hellenic Caucus and also a member of 
the Congressional Hellenic-Israel Alli-
ance. 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, I thank my good 
friend and co-chair of the Hellenic Cau-
cus for all his hard work on this Spe-
cial Order and for his hard work in 
Congress and on so many issues. He has 
been a leader for Greece, Cyprus, Flor-
ida, and the United States, and is a 
strong and effective leader here in Con-
gress. 

Mr. CICILLINE, who is here rep-
resenting the Democratic side, has 
been a strong advocate and leader, not 
only in this but in so many areas in our 
caucus, in our Congress, and in so 
many ways. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to show my 
strong and unwavering support for the 
U.S.-Cyprus relationship. 

As co-chair of the Hellenic Caucus 
along with Mr. BILIRAKIS, I would be 
remiss if I did not mention the tragic 
wildfires that tore through Greece yes-
terday, killing dozens, and injuring and 
displacing hundreds more. I am heart-
broken by the loss of life and destruc-
tion these rapidly moving fires left in 
their wake, and I send my deepest con-
dolences, along with all of my col-
leagues in Congress, to the Greek peo-
ple at this time. 

I know that the Hellenic American 
community, many of whom are my 
constituents, are affected by this dis-
aster as well and have already begun 
efforts to help. 

I want to thank, especially, my fel-
low Hellenic Caucus co-chair, Rep-
resentative GUS BILIRAKIS from the 
great State of Florida, for organizing 
this Special Order hour, and also the 
Congressman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE) for joining him in organizing 
it. 

I founded the caucus with his father, 
former Representative Mike Bilirakis, 

in 1996, and it remains one of the larg-
est and most active caucuses in Con-
gress. We founded this caucus after 
Turkey invaded EMEA. It seemed like, 
every other day, there was a major cri-
sis that came to the floor of Congress, 
and we felt it was important to really 
find where our supporters were. 

I am proud that, since this caucus 
has been founded, no single bill has 
been taken to the floor that in any way 
hinders or rolls back rights to Greece 
or Cyprus. 

Cyprus is one of our staunchest allies 
in the world. Strengthening our alli-
ance must remain a constant foreign 
policy priority for the United States. 

We must acknowledge a solemn anni-
versary last week. It has been 44 years 
since the illegal, terrible, unjust inva-
sion by Turkish troops into the north-
ern third of the nation of Cyprus. To 
this day, the island and the people liv-
ing on either side of the U.N.-mon-
itored buffer zone remain separated. 
There are 40,000 Turkish troops occu-
pying northern Cyprus today. It is un-
just; it is wrong; and they should be re-
moved. 

They pose a looming threat that the 
Cypriot people have been forced to live 
with each and every day. Negotiations 
on reunification, unfortunately, are 
stalled for now, after some signs of 
progress early last year. 

Turkish troops are undeniably a hin-
drance to peace. No just and lasting 
settlement for either Greece or Turk-
ish Cypriots can be achieved with the 
presence of the Turkish military. 

We are here today to show the sup-
port of the U.S. Congress for a 
bicommunal, bizonal federation that is 
in the best interests of the United 
States, the entire Eastern Mediterra-
nean, and, most of all, Cypriots them-
selves. 

Two years ago, I joined a congres-
sional delegation led by ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN, the former chair of the For-
eign Relations Committee, to Cyprus. 
As we toured along the buffer zone, or 
the so-called Green Line that parti-
tions the country, the ghost towns of 
Famagusta and Varosha illustrated the 
drastic impact that a divided Cyprus 
has on its people. 

I would call it a lost opportunity and 
lost economic advancement. It is lit-
erally a deserted ghost town on one of 
the most beautiful beaches in the 
world, one of the most beautiful towns 
in the world. Yet, I have constituents 
who I represent who crawled out of 
Famagusta on their bellies as Turkish 
planes were dropping bombs after 
them, and their dream is to go back to 
their homeland. 

But it is a wasteland. When you pass 
the Green Line into the occupied area, 
it is like totally deserted. It is like a 
lost economic opportunity, lost living 
style, lost life. When you see it, it is a 
visualization of so many opportunities 
lost for this great country, the time 
wasted and the development foregone 
because of this extended conflict and 
separation between the Greek and Cyp-
riot areas and the Turkish areas. 
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Some may not be aware that the 

buffer zone is patrolled now by U.N. 
peacekeeping forces. The U.S. must 
maintain its financial support for these 
forces that are keeping peace in Cy-
prus. It is an effective investment, es-
pecially now, and it is needed. 

There are numerous examples of 
Turkish aggression in the Eastern Med-
iterranean. Violations of Greek air-
space and territorial waters are com-
monplace. Turkey continues to intimi-
date and interfere with the companies 
operating in Cyprus’ exclusive eco-
nomic zone and violates Cyprus’ sov-
ereign claims to its territory. 

Fortunately, there are near-term ini-
tiatives that Congress is pursuing right 
now to defend Cyprus’ stability and 
sovereignty. The NDAA conference re-
port released Monday includes a provi-
sion to study lifting the arms embargo 
on Cyprus that has been in place since 
1987. 

I think we need to go much further 
than that. I think the embargo should 
be lifted today, and I am proud to be an 
original cosponsor of Representative 
CICILLINE’s bill to do just that. This 
study will hopefully be at least a step 
in the right direction. 

The NDAA also prohibits the sale of 
F–35 fighter jets to Turkey. That provi-
sion is long overdue, and that is in the 
defense budget that we will be consid-
ering today and tomorrow. 

Cyprus is a vital U.S. partner in glob-
al and regional security, economic co-
operation, and energy development. I 
am proud to be a champion of this rela-
tionship in Congress through the Hel-
lenic Caucus and to have the support of 
so many of my Hellenic American con-
stituents in that effort. 

Mr. Speaker, I see my colleague, Mr. 
CICILLINE, representing the great State 
of Rhode Island is here. He is an incred-
ible leader in this caucus, the leader of 
our messaging unit, and, in so many 
other ways, an important leader in this 
Congress. 
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Rhode Island 
(Mr. CICILLINE), a great advocate for 
Cyprus. We have cosponsored legisla-
tion together. 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Florida for yield-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from New York for her co- 
chairmanship of this caucus. Both Mr. 
BILIRAKIS and Mrs. MALONEY have been 
great champions on this issue, and I 
am honored and privileged to work 
with them. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to join both of my 
colleagues in celebrating the impor-
tant relationship between the United 
States and Cyprus and in highlighting 
the critical role our partnership with 
Cyprus plays in advancing both of our 
nations’ national security interests. 

The Republic of Cyprus is a strategic 
partner to the United States in the 
eastern Mediterranean region and an 

effective ally combating threats posed 
by terrorism and nuclear proliferation. 

Through information sharing, train-
ing programs, counterterrorism activi-
ties, and increased cooperation on en-
ergy policy, our relationship with Cy-
prus allows us to advance our Nation’s 
interests, defend against the rise of ter-
rorism and regional actors who seek to 
take steps counter to American inter-
ests, and to promote the ongoing close 
cooperation between the United States 
and Europe. 

The U.S. participates in a number of 
joint exercises with Cyprus, including 
annual multinational search and res-
cue and crisis management exercises, 
and we coordinate training programs 
for Cyprus in explosives management 
and disposal, cybersecurity, counter-
terrorism, and maritime safety and se-
curity. 

We work closely with our Cypriot al-
lies to combat the spread of weapons of 
mass destruction and foster an effec-
tive international nonproliferation re-
gime. 

In 2015, we joined Cyprus as members 
of the Proliferation Security Initiative 
in cohosting a regional nonprolifera-
tion workshop focusing on inspecting 
and identifying proliferation material. 
We are also joining Cyprus in providing 
more secure sources of domestic energy 
for Cyprus and all of Europe. 

American companies are playing a 
valuable role in energy exploration ac-
tivities in Cyprus’ exclusive economic 
zone in order to help provide Europe 
with potential alternatives to Russian 
gas and oil. Yet, despite this critical 
partnership between our two countries, 
the United States has had in place an 
arms embargo against the island of Cy-
prus since 1987. 

This policy was initially intended to 
prevent an arms race on the island 
with Turkey, following Turkey’s 1974 
invasion of Cyprus and its subsequent 
occupation of the northern territory, 
in order to provide space for reunifica-
tion talks. However, more than 30 
years since the embargo was first im-
plemented, Turkey still has more than 
30,000 troops occupying the northern 
territory of Cyprus, reunification talks 
have not produced intended results, 
and the U.S. is unable to maintain a 
full security relationship with a key 
partner in combating terrorism. 

On top of this, Turkey continues to 
threaten Cyprus’ energy exploration by 
continually harassing drilling vessels 
in the EEZ. Assistant Secretary of 
State for European and Eurasian Af-
fairs, Wess Mitchell, has said that this 
harassment cannot be tolerated. 

We need to enact policies that 
strengthen our relationship with Cy-
prus and counteract dangerous ele-
ments in the region which threaten our 
national security interests and the in-
terests of our allies in the eastern Med-
iterranean. 

Last year, I introduced legislation to 
lift the three-decade-old embargo on 
Cyprus, which would allow us to 
strengthen the partnership that we 

have built with the Republic of Cyprus. 
Our inability to provide Cyprus with 
necessary equipment needed to defend 
its sovereignty and its economic inter-
ests threatens our own national secu-
rity. 

Lifting the arms embargo will allow 
Cyprus to better establish itself as a 
frontline state for Western security in-
terests, defend itself from external 
threats, and ensure Cyprus is no longer 
forced to seek assistance for its defense 
from countries like Russia. Cyprus is 
an invaluable partner, and we need to 
make sure that we are treating it as 
such. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
for organizing this opportunity to 
highlight the importance of the U.S.- 
Cypriot relationship, and I look for-
ward to working with them, with our 
State Department, and with the Cyp-
riot Government to continue to part-
ner in important ways. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Rhode Is-
land for those remarks. He is a great 
advocate for Cyprus. 

Cyprus is a great partner, a great 
strategic ally, and will continue to be. 
We wanted to highlight that this 
evening, and I think we have. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
titles was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2278. An act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide grants to improve 
health care in rural areas; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 2245. An act to include New Zealand in 
the list of foreign states whose nationals are 
eligible for admission into the United States 
as E–1 and E–2 nonimmigrants if United 
States nationals are treated similarly by the 
Government of New Zealand. 

S. 2850. An act to amend the White Moun-
tain Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantifica-
tion Act of 2010 to clarify the use of amounts 
in the WMAT Settlement Fund. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 34 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, July 26, 2018, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 
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