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Prior to his service to Richmond, Bill was
San Ramon’s Administrative Services Director
before becoming the City Manager of Orinda
for over a decade.

His hard work and achievements as a public
servant aided in the reduction in violent
crimes, the lowest unemployment rate in Rich-
mond’s history, and allowed the city to flourish
financially. Bill's dedication to his job, his fam-
ily, and his community is admirable. The con-
tributions he has made to the city of Richmond
and his community will not be forgotten. | wish
him the best of luck in his retirement.

——————

H.R. 3542 AND H. RES. 129
HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2018

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I'd like to make clear that, had
| been able to vote, | would have voted Nay
on roll call vote 72, Nay on roll call vote 73,
Yea on roll call vote 74, and Yea on roll call
vote 75 on February 14, 2018.

| cosponsor Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD of Califor-
nia’s bill, H.R. 3440, the Dream Act of 2017.
Last September, the Trump Administration an-
nounced its shameful decision to end the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program with a six-month delay. While Repub-
licans have continually refused to take up leg-
islation to reform our nation’s broken immigra-
tion system, the President's announcement
now forces Congress to act. | join my Demo-
cratic colleagues urging Speaker RYAN and
our Republican colleagues to bring H.R. 3440
to the floor in order to permanently protect
DREAMers and allow them to remain here
and work legally to contribute to strengthening
the nation they have called home since child-
hood.

H.R. 3542, the Hamas Human Shields Pre-
vention Act, imposes sanctions on Hamas for
violating internationally recognized human
rights by using civilians as human shields. The
gross human rights violations committed by
Hamas are numerous and well-documented.
Since its takeover of Gaza in 2007, Hamas
has summarily executed and tortured civilians,
and continuously put the civilian population of
Gaza at risk. Hamas continues to intentionally
position missile launch facilities, weapon
stockpiles, and fighters near mosques, hos-
pitals, homes, and schools. The terrorist orga-
nization routinely discourages Palestinian civil-
ians from heeding warnings from the Israeli
Defense Forces regarding imminent military
strikes, and in some cases has forced civilians
to gather on roofs to act as human shields.
This legislation is sadly necessary. | remain
dedicated to addressing these issues as a
member of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, and | hope the Senate acts quickly to
pass H.R. 3542.

————

PRINCIPAL CARL BURNSIDE OF
DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2018

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to share with my col-
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leagues, and include in the RECORD, testimony
from Principal Carl Burnside of Dunbar High
School, who testified at the Education and
Workforce Committee and thank him for his
service to our community and to education.

I want to thank you Congressman Francis
Rooney for bestowing upon me the honor to
speak to the House Committee on Education.
My name is Carl Burnside and I am the very
proud principal of Dunbar High School in
Fort Myers, Florida, where ‘‘Achievement is
the Expectation.” I truly believe that what
we have accomplished at Dunbar High
School has enabled our students to rise up
from incredibly humble circumstances into
amazing career and college successes.

After being closed in 1969, in 2000, the
school was reopened and I was appointed
principal. Ironically my appointment was in
great part due to my background in STEM as
being a 1993 recipient of the Presidential
Award for Mathematics in Teaching which I
received here in Washington DC. By 2005,
Dunbar High School’s minority to majority
ratio was incongruent to the demographics
of the Lee County School district. Therefore,
something had to be done to help reduce mi-
nority isolation in the district.

After going through growth pains, a young
lady by the name of Jana Hambruch shared
with me the concept of not just having a
STEM academy but having one that would
allow students to obtain industry certifi-
cations. As technology is an inherent soci-
etal need for all, we recognized a need to pro-
vide students with high-end technology
training. In 2003-2004, a $3.3 million federally
funded Magnet Grant provided DHS with the
chance to start the Academy for Technology
Excellence (ATE) program. Dunbar quickly
went to the forefront of College and Career
Readiness as it became a model for other
high schools across the country. Subse-
quently, Dunbar has been featured in a vari-
ety of educational magazines, webinars, and
conferences and has received several distin-
guished awards both locally and nationally.

Originally, the Academy for Technology
Excellence (ATE) program was uniquely de-
signed to provide 9th-12th grade students
with the training needed to get the most in-
demand industry standard IT certifications.
The ATE program has truly enabled students
to cross the digital divide and focus on essen-
tial skills to make them more marketable
for their future. ATE graduates have a com-
petitive edge over other college-bound stu-
dents and several of our ATE students have
received employment right out of high
school in the $35,000-$50,000 range.

As we moved into our 3rd year of the pro-
gram Microsoft took notice of all the certifi-
cations our students were achieving and was
amazed. They decided to partner with us and
named our school the 1st Microsoft Certified
High School in the Nation. They declared
our students as their ‘‘Certifying Heroes”.
They utilized our program as a pilot program
to be mirrored at other high schools
throughout the United States and beyond.
Dunbar has partnered with technology gi-
ants like Microsoft, Adobe, Hewlett Packard
and Pearson VUE, plus many other local
business partners. Dunbar has even con-
nected with the local colleges and univer-
sities establishing bridging opportunities
from high school to postsecondary edu-
cation. Dunbar accomplished all of this de-
spite student demographics that many would
see as challenging. Since its opening, the
school’s student population had a high per-
centage of low socio-economic students ap-
proaching 90% on free or reduced lunch.

Lead by our IT Program Manager and Lead
Technology Teacher, Denise Spence, the ac-
colades that Dunbar achieved have been sig-
nificant. A few highlights: Besides Microsoft
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declaring Dunbar High School as the first
Microsoft Certified School in the Nation, it
was selected as a Microsoft Showcase
School. Dunbar was selected as an Adobe
Model School. Both of these entities reached
out to Dunbar due to the success that such a
humble school was having in high powered
certifications. Our students receive paid in-
ternships highlighted by the annual intern-
ships of students at Chicos FAS head-
quarters which led to some of the students
working there fulltime immediately after
high school. Later with Race to the Top
funds, Dunbar added strong programs in En-
gineering and Biomedical Science from
Project Lead The Way (PLTW) further en-
hancing the school’s opportunities for its
students in the College and Career pathways.
When we applied to be an IB Diploma School,
the reviewers enthusiastically recommended
that due to our outstanding Career STEM
pathways, we would be an ideal school to
also have the IB Career Related program
which we have also become, one of only a
handful of IB STEM schools in the country.

We offer the career academies that make
parents who want their kids to go to college
to be less hesitant and more proactive in en-
rolling their child in these kinds of pro-
grams. We offer the programs that are at a
rigorous post-secondary level in fields that
are lucrative for their children not just for
today but for the jobs of the future. Hon-
estly, I had no idea how much of an impact
the academies were having until we started
to receive various visits from schools, across
the United States and really the world and
were hearing back from our graduates about
the employment they were getting because
of the technical coursework they received in
high school.

Dunbar’s acclaim is worldwide. In 2014, I
was invited to Barcelona Spain to the Micro-
soft Global Forum where I had the oppor-
tunity to share about the technology pro-
grams at Dunbar. We receive visits from
schools not just from our state but also from
across the country and even outside the
United States. Recently, we were approached
by a student exchange program from Hun-
gary exploring the possibility of sending
some of their students to the United States
to enroll in our technology program.

As a cute anecdote, much to the chagrin of
my football coaches, they have loss a couple
of starter players due to the fact that the
students received fantastic paid internship
opportunities while in high school and are
now making more money than my coaches in
the IT field without a college degree. Here
are a few of the success stories and you will
notice they come from different back-
grounds, all low income but their pathways
to success were all different.

Juan arrived at Dunbar High School un-
able to speak English. He went on to obtain
a plethora of certifications. He was selected
to be an intern for Chico’s FAS whose na-
tional headquarters is located in Fort Myers.
After graduating from high school, Juan
went to work for Chico’s full-time in their IT
department and attended Florida Gulf Coast
University part-time and worked to obtain
his degree. His salary was in the $40,000
range. He was recruited from there by Call
Miner, a technical data company, and now
admittedly makes almost twice as much.

Juliana was another student who qualified
for the free and reduced lunch program but
thrived in the technology program. She went
on to qualify for the World Microsoft com-
petition. She became the first person in the
United States to make the podium spot, as
she captured 3rd place in the world in the
Microsoft Office World competition. Upon
graduation, she went on to attend and grad-
uate from the University of Florida with a
full scholarship.
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