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conduct military activities in other coun-
tries’ Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) 
without notice or permission; reaffirm the 
sovereign immunity of warships; provide a 
framework to counter excessive maritime 
claims; and preserve or operations and intel-
ligence-collection activities,’’ and that 
‘‘joining the Convention would also dem-
onstrate our commitment to the rule of law, 
strengthen our credibility among those na-
tions that are already party to the Conven-
tion, and allow us to bring the full force of 
our influence in challenging excessive mari-
time claims’’ on July 9, 2015, before the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate; 

Whereas Chairman of the Joints Chiefs of 
Staff General Dunford further stated that 
‘‘by remaining outside the Convention, the 
United States remains in scarce company 
with Iran, Venezuela, North Korea, and 
Syria’’ and that ‘‘by failing to join the Con-
vention, some countries may come to doubt 
our commitment to act in accordance with 
international law’’ on July 9, 2015, before the 
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate; 

Whereas the Chief of Naval Operations, Ad-
miral John M. Richardson, stated that ‘‘ac-
ceding to the Convention would strengthen 
our credibility and strategic position’’ and 
that ‘‘we undermine our leverage by not 
signing up to the same rule book by which 
we are asking other countries to accept’’ on 
July 30, 2015, before the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate; 

Whereas Admiral Richardson further stat-
ed that ‘‘becoming a part of [UNCLOS] would 
give us a great deal of credibility, and par-
ticularly as it pertains to the unfolding op-
portunities in the Arctic’’ and that ‘‘this 
provides a framework to adjudicate dis-
putes’’ on July 30, 2015, before the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate; 

Whereas the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Asian and Pacific Security Affairs, 
the Honorable David Shear, stated that 
‘‘while the United States operates consistent 
with the United Nations convention on the 
law of the sea, we’ve seen positive momen-
tum in promoting shared rules of the road’’ 
and that ‘‘our efforts would be greatly 
strengthened by Senate ratification of 
UNCLOS’’ on September 17, 2015, before the 
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate; 

Whereas the Commander of the United 
States Pacific Command, Admiral Harry B. 
Harris, stated that ‘‘all maritime claims 
must be derived from land features in ac-
cordance with international law as reflected 
in the Law of the Sea Convention, and any 
disputes should be settled peacefully and in 
accordance with international law’’ and that 
‘‘our efforts would be greatly strengthened 
by Senate ratification of UNCLOS’’ on Sep-
tember 17, 2015, before the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate; 

Whereas Admiral Harris further stated 
that ‘‘I think that by not signing onto it 
that we lose the creditability for the very 
same thing that we’re arguing for . . . which 
is the following—accepting rules and norms 
in the international arena. The United 
States is a beacon—we’re a beacon on a hill 
but I think that light is brighter if we sign 
on to UNCLOS’’ on February 23, 2016, at a 
hearing before the Committee on Armed 
Services of the Senate; and 

Whereas former Commander of United 
States Pacific Command, retired Admiral 
Dennis Blair, stated that ‘‘if we want to 
focus on the Asia-Pacific going forward, 
we’re going to have to find a way to pass the 
Law of the Sea because it does hurt us and it 
is striking to us that the Chinese have 
signed and they’re obligated but don’t want 
to do it,’’ and that ‘‘we have not signed but 
want them to do it, right? So it’s ironical to 
many in the region’’ on July 13, 2016, before 
the Subcommittee on East Asia, the Pacific, 

and International Cyber Security of the 
Committee on Foreign Services of the Sen-
ate: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) affirms that it is in the national inter-

est for the United States to become a formal 
signatory of the United Nations Convention 
of the Law of the Sea; 

(2) urges the Senate to give its advice and 
consent to the ratification of the United Na-
tions Convention of the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS); and 

(3) recommends the ratification of 
UNCLOS remain a top priority for the ad-
ministration, having received bipartisan sup-
port from every President since 1994, and 
having most recently been underscored by 
the strategic challenges the United States 
faces in the Asia-Pacific region and more 
specifically in the South China Sea. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 599—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 25, 2018, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL LOBSTER DAY’’ 
Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. COLLINS, 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. 
REED, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 599 

Whereas American lobster is consistently 
among the most valuable species landed in 
the United States; 

Whereas lobstering has served as an eco-
nomic engine and family tradition in the 
United States for centuries; 

Whereas thousands of families in the 
United States make their livelihoods from 
catching, processing, or serving lobsters; 

Whereas the lobster industry employs peo-
ple of all ages, and many harvesters begin 
fishing as children and stay in the industry 
for their entire working lives; 

Whereas historical lore notes that lobster 
likely joined turkey on the table at the very 
first Thanksgiving feast in 1621, and it con-
tinues to be a mainstay during many other 
holiday traditions; 

Whereas responsible resource management 
practices beginning in the 1600s have created 
one of the most sustainable fisheries in the 
world; 

Whereas, throughout history, United 
States presidents have served lobster at 
their inaugural celebrations and state din-
ners with international leaders; 

Whereas lobster is an excellent, versatile 
source of lean protein that is low in satu-
rated fat and high in vitamin B12; 

Whereas the peak of the lobstering season 
in the United States occurs in the late sum-
mer; 

Whereas the growing reputation of the 
American lobster as a unique, high-quality, 
and healthy food has increased its consump-
tion and driven demand internationally; 

Whereas the Unicode Consortium added a 
lobster to its latest emoji set in recognition 
of the popularity of the species around the 
world; 

Whereas countless people in the United 
States enjoy lobster rolls to celebrate sum-
mer, from beaches to backyards and fine din-
ing restaurants to lobster shacks; 

Whereas lobster inspires festivals from 
Maine to California, where people come to-
gether to celebrate their love for the crusta-
cean; 

Whereas many people in the United States 
continue to enjoy steamed lobster with 
drawn butter; and 

Whereas the number of recipes incor-
porating lobster is growing with chefs across 
the United States incorporating the protein 

in new and creative ways from lobster dump-
lings to lobster grilled cheese: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 25, 2018, as ‘‘Na-

tional Lobster Day’’; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3666. Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
CARPER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 3399 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 6147, 
making appropriations for the Department 
of the Interior, environment, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3667. Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
CARPER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 3399 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 6147, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3668. Mr. CASEY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill 
H.R. 6147, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 3669. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY 
to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3670. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY 
to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3671. Mr. HELLER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill 
H.R. 6147, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 3672. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill 
H.R. 6147, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 3673. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill 
H.R. 6147, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 3674. Mr. BENNET submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill 
H.R. 6147, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 3675. Mr. DONNELLY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY 
to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3676. Ms. HEITKAMP submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY 
to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3677. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY 
to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3678. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY 
to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3679. Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. 
HOEVEN, and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3399 proposed by Mr. SHELBY 
to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 
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