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attended Dillon County Training School, an 
unaccredited school in Latta for Negroes. He 
finished his high school education at Voorhees 
Preparatory School before going to South 
Carolina State University. There, he studied 
from 1945 until 1949, majoring in biology and 
secondary education and minoring in chem-
istry. Later, Dr. Platt received his master’s de-
gree in education from The Ohio State Univer-
sity. Upon graduation, he served in the newly 
integrated United States Air Force. He studied 
aviation physiology and quickly rose to the 
rank of 2nd Lieutenant in Aviation Medicine. In 
1960, he graduated and received his medical 
degree from Meharry Medical College in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

After graduating, Dr. Platt moved to Akron, 
Ohio with his soulmate Barbara to train as a 
doctor. He knew he would be unable to be a 
doctor if he remained in South Carolina. Rus-
sell resided in Akron for 58 years, practicing 
medicine there for 51 of those years. Through 
the course of his career it is estimated that 
Platt has cared for over 25,000 patients and 
frequently handed out his personal cellphone 
number for after-hour emergencies. He was 
beloved by the community for his service; be-
lieving that his work was a calling rather than 
simply a career. 

Beyond his own practice, Dr. Platt was a 
proud member of The American Medical Asso-
ciation, The Ohio State Medical Association, 
The Summit County Medical Association, The 
American Society of Internal Medicine, and 
The National Medical Association. He received 
many honors and accolades through the 
years. Most recently, Summa Health estab-
lished the Russell Platt Clerkship, collecting 
over $10,000 for medical residents. He was 
selected for the prestigious Crain’s Magazine 
‘‘Eight over Eighty.’’ He was also featured in 
an article in the Akron Beacon Journal, ‘‘Pio-
neering Black Doctor Living his calling at 89.’’ 

But above all, Dr. Platt was dedicated to his 
wife and six children. A true family man, he 
cherished the time spent with them. He is 
quoted as saying, ‘‘You can’t go back. Take 
care of those kids while you can—go to their 
concerts, take them to piano lessons, take 
them to shows.’’ He and his wife Barbara, who 
passed away in 2012, are survived by six chil-
dren, Michael and Russell Platt Jr., Pamela 
Potts, Deborah Watters, Renee, Kimberly, and 
ten grandchildren to carry on their memory. 
Dr. Russell Platt will leave a lasting impact, 
and I know he is dearly missed by his family 
and the greater community of Akron. I extend 
my deepest and sincerest condolences. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Plantation at Quail Valley in 
Missouri City, for being named Senior Living 
Community of the Year. 

Plantation at Quail Valley in Missouri City 
was named Senior Living Community of the 
Year by the Houston Apartment Association 

(HAA). Each year, HAA presents awards to 
different properties located within its 12 county 
membership area. Receiving this award is a 
prestigious honor for Plantation at Quail Val-
ley, not only locally but also brings much 
statewide and national recognition. This senior 
living community is state of the art and is 
greatly valued by the residents of Missouri 
City. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Plantation at Quail Valley for being named 
Senior Living Community of the Year. Thanks 
for helping make Missouri City a wonderful 
place to live. 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the day 
was July 21, 1821. The heat of the Texas 
summer sun beat down upon San Antonio de 
Bexar, the future site of the Battle of the 
Alamo. The flag of Imperial Spain billowed in 
the wind above the roofs of the mission town. 
This day, however, would be the final day that 
this flag would fly over Texas. 

For nearly three centuries, the Spanish gov-
erned Texas. Conquistadores, missionaries, 
and adventurers made their way to Texas, 
drawn in by the bountiful opportunities of the 
seemingly endless land. However, resistance 
against Spanish rule began to take root within 
its overseas colonies. In Texas, filibusters 
from the United States crossed into Spanish 
territory attempting to claim land loosely con-
trolled by Spanish royal forces. Mexico caught 
the fever of revolution, and by the early 
1800’s, certain individuals, including Father 
Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, were promoting re-
sistance to aspects of Spanish rule. 

To make matters worse, Spain was forced 
to cede Louisiana as a result of the Napole-
onic Wars at home to France, who then sold 
it to President Thomas Jefferson and the 
United States. 

Eventually, the pressure became too great 
from within, and the Mexican war of Independ-
ence began in 1810. Revolutionaries, both 
Hispanic and Anglos, living across Spanish 
Mexico took up arms in open revolt against 
the Spanish occupiers. In Texas, Jose 
Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara and Augustus W. 
Magee captured Nacodoches, La Bahia, and 
San Antonio, the capital of Spanish Texas at 
the time, and proclaimed Texas an inde-
pendent state in 1813. Despite their early suc-
cess, the group eventually was defeated deci-
sively by Spanish forces, thus keeping Texas 
under Spain’s control. 

However, the days of Spanish rule were 
numbered, and eventually the independence 
movement in Mexico under Agustin de lturbide 
and Vicente Guerrero successfully drove the 
Spanish from Mexican shores once and for all. 
Mexico would officially become an inde-
pendent nation on July 21, 1821. Having pro-
vided resistance against Spanish rule, Texas 
remained a part of an independent Mexico 
until the Texas Revolution fifteen years later. 

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to honor the 
state’s history. The Spanish flag is one of the 
Six Flags over Texas, part of the rich tapestry 
of the state’s history, and this event rep-
resents an important moment in the history of 
our nation. 

And that is just the way it is. 
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Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the service an sacrifice of James 
(Jimmy) Rizzo. Growmg up in Brooklyn, New 
York, in the shadow of the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, his draft notice arrived in 1942. Mr. 
Rizzo was sent to Camp Crowder in Neosho, 
Missouri for basic training, and upon comple-
tion of his training, he was assigned to the 
96th Battalion and transferred to Louisiana. 

In 1943, he arrived in the Burmese theater, 
where he would be stationed to serve. Mr. 
Rizzo was constantly on the move in Burma. 
His duty was retrieving supplies and packages 
by airdrop from dangerous jungles and ter-
rains, ensuring these supplies arrived at their 
military and medical destinations on time and 
intact. The job was a dangerous one, and dur-
ing his time in Burma he faced two near-death 
situations. 

Having been promoted from Private to Cor-
poral and then to Sergeant, he was awarded 
the African and Burma Stars. For his service 
and sacrifice, our nation will always be in-
debted to Sergeant Rizzo, and his bravery and 
selflessness then and now continues to inspire 
us all. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Marlene and 
Larry Hummel of Atlantic, Iowa on the very 
special occasion of their 55th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on June 16, 1963 
at Oakland United Methodist Church in Oak-
land, Iowa. 

Marlene and Larry’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 55th anni-
versary, I hope it is filled with happy memo-
ries. May their commitment grow even strong-
er, as they continue to love, cherish, and 
honor one another for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 55th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 
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