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set our country down a new path of
prosperity and freedom.
Senator Laxalt was a hero and a
mentor to me and many others who
grew up in Carson City.
Like Paul, my mother, my children,
and I also went to Carson High School.
I played on the basketball team, and
my daughter Emmy was the student
body president, following in Senator
Laxalt’s shoes.
Before my daughter Emmy took office, she reached out to previous Carson High School student body presidents to ask for their advice. Senator
Laxalt was gracious and told her the
following:
When I was elected as student body president, Franklin Roosevelt was the President
of the United States. With World War II
looming on the horizon, my fellow classmates and I had no idea how dramatically
our lives would be altered in the next few
years. Of course, the school itself was much
different. I doubt there were more than 30
students in my entire class. Until my senior
year, all classes—K through 12—were in the
same building!

He then said:
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I’m not entirely comfortable offering advice, particularly to someone who knows
more than me! I would just tell you to have
fun and enjoy every single day, remember
those who elected you, and always do what
you—Emmy Heller—think is right.

I know Emmy has never forgotten
that advice.
Senator Laxalt set a high bar for all
us kids who went to Carson High
School but also showed us all the possibilities of what could be achieved as
Nevadans.
When I was sworn in as a freshman
Member of the House of Representatives, Senator Laxalt was there for me
on day one. I will never forget his support and his advice: Always stay close
to family, friends, and your constituents. They will never lead you astray.
Having been a Presidential campaign
adviser to President Reagan, President
Bush, and Senator Dole, Senator Laxalt’s advice carried great weight, and I
knew I needed to listen to every piece
of advice he was willing to give me.
Senator Laxalt also had a profound
impact on many of my colleagues in
the Senate. It didn’t matter whether
you were a Democrat or Republican,
Senator Laxalt would be your friend.
In fact, on my very first day as a Senator, I remember my colleague Senator
LEAHY telling me about all of his work
and his fond memories of his friend
Senator Laxalt.
Senator Laxalt showed us all what
true friendship is. His character and
warmth that he shared with all of us
will never be forgotten. I extend my
deepest condolences to Senator Laxalt’s wife Carol and to their entire family. I will miss my friend Senator Laxalt. His colleagues in the Senate will
miss their friend, and the people of Nevada will miss their friend.
Madam President, I yield the floor.
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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.
f

f

APPROPRIATIONS
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, as
the Senate continues to work on appropriations, I want to thank the chairman, Senator SHELBY, and the ranking
member, Senator LEAHY, for their
work. The process has so far been productive and bipartisan in the Senate.
Both sides have worked to avoid poison
pill riders. That has meant steady
progress. Next up are the annual appropriations bills for the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Defense, which I hope will follow
the same bipartisan course of the previous few bills.
We have already achieved substantial
increases in funding for important priorities through the appropriations
process, including significant new resources for the NIH, significant new resources to combat the opioid epidemic,
and significant new investments in infrastructure, childcare, college affordability, Social Security, and the VA.
That is a big victory for the American
people, who have waited too long for
our country to invest in them.
Middle-class people are worried about
staying in the middle class. People trying to get to the middle class are worried—the ladder is steeper and longer.
These kinds of things help them: college affordability, help with childcare,
building infrastructure, making sure
Social Security is around. All of that
helps the middle class. For years, a
hard-right group on the Republican
side cut the smithereens out of these
things, but this year, we managed to
restore them. The American people
will do a lot better because of it.
f

NDAA
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
am happy to report that the annual authorization of the national defense was
signed into law. I want to take a moment to thank a colleague who is not
here today to celebrate that fact—Senator JOHN S. MCCAIN, for whom the bill
has been named. Our dear friend Senator MCCAIN has been such a stalwart
champion for the men and women in
uniform. He would be proud that once
again Congress has met its obligation
to give the military the support and
certainty it needs to conduct missions
around the globe.
Even from afar, Senator MCCAIN’s influence on this Chamber is considerable and strong. His presence hovered
over us as we all made sure—knowing
he would importune us, if he were here,
to make sure the Defense bill was
strong and voted on quickly. So many
of the bases in my State—including our
Niagara Air Force base, including our
Fort Drum—are so much the better because of JOHN MCCAIN’s great work. I
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wish him all the best and commend his
staff and Senator INHOFE’s and Senator
REED’s staff for their work on the John
S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act.
NOMINATION OF BRETT
KAVANAUGH
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on
the Supreme Court, as we return from
the State work period, the Republican
majority continues to steam forward
on President Trump’s nomination to
the Supreme Court, announcing that
hearings will begin on September 4.
That is just 12 business days from
today. Yet the Senate remains unable
to do its due diligence on the nominee
because we have access to only a tiny
percentage of his record.
Why is this? Senate Republicans are
in the midst of a blatant and historic
obstruction of a Supreme Court nominee’s record, denying the Senate and
the American people critical information about this potential Supreme
Court Justice.
The
entire
record
of
Judge
Kavanaugh’s 3 years as Staff Secretary
in the White House—the most senior
position he held before joining the
bench—is being deliberately withheld
from the Senate and from the public.
The Republican majority has unilaterally declared those papers irrelevant
even though Judge Kavanaugh himself
has testified to the importance of the
position and the work he did there.
Meanwhile, the small percentage of
documents the Judiciary Committee
will get to see are being prescreened by
a political operative named Bill
Burck—a longtime Republican lawyer
and former deputy to Brett Kavanaugh
when he worked in the White House. A
deputy to Brett Kavanaugh is now determining what Brett Kavanaugh’s
record should be there—somebody who
was a lawyer for Steve Bannon—notorious Steve Bannon—a lawyer for
Reince Priebus, a lawyer for McGahn,
White House Counsel.
Mr. Burck and his team have already
started delivering documents to the
Judiciary Committee, but they are refusing to provide a privilege log. Why
are they giving us this document and
not that one? Aren’t we entitled to
know what their reasoning, at least, is?
So the Judiciary Committee cannot
understand how many documents are
being held back and on what basis. A
privilege log has always been provided
in previous Supreme Court vetting
processes, and without it, we have no
idea whether the basis for Mr. Burck’s
withholding all of these documents is
legitimate.
Where is our chairman of the Judiciary Committee? He says: Oh, this is the
best ever. Then why aren’t we getting
such a log? What is his answer to that?
I know he will come to the floor and
rail and rail, but the process—the actual facts—is much worse than we have
seen.
Here is something new—also being
done by the chairman of the Judiciary
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