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greatest performing artists in American history, 
the inimitable, indomitable, and irrepressible 
Aretha Franklin, the First Lady and Queen of 
Soul. 
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SOROS MUST STOP MEDDLING IN 
THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS OF 
OTHER NATIONS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 17, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, billionaire 
George Soros is undermining our democratic 
allies in Europe. For decades he has spent bil-
lions of dollars financing activists, journalists, 
and politicians to challenge democratically 
elected leaders who do not prescribe to Mr. 
Soros’ left-wing worldview. His meddling in for-
eign politics is far from a noble cause and 
should be discouraged. 

Mr. Soros has targeted much of his efforts 
on our NATO ally Hungary, where he opposes 
the policies of the democratically elected 
prime minister. By trying to subvert an elected 
leader, Mr. Soros and his network of well-paid 
activists are working against the will of the 
Hungarian people. Through his propaganda 
networks and so-called ‘‘policy institutes’’ he is 
trying to manipulate public opinion to support 
his left-wing causes and tarnish the image of 
our Hungarian allies. 

Like every sovereign democratic nation, 
Hungarians have the right to elect their own 
leaders and not be the target of some billion-
aire’s schemes. Mr. Soros is even using his 
lavishly funded organizations to lobby other 
European states to pressure Hungary. This is 
unacceptable. We too, as an independent free 
nation, do not want big money or foreign influ-
ences meddling in our political process. 

Mr. Soros must cease undermining our free-
dom-loving allies. His foreign wealth should 
not afford him outsized influence to push his 
left-wing agenda on the people of Hungary. If 
we want money and foreign influence out of 
politics here, we must expect that wealthy 
Americans show the same respect abroad. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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CONGRATULATING THE NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS NATIONAL 
SPEECH AND DEBATE ASSOCIA-
TION TEAM 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 17, 2018 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the 28 young men and women from 
the Northern Mariana Islands who competed 
laudably at this year’s National Speech and 
Debate Association National Tournament in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida in June. Members of 
the Marianas team in both the junior and sen-
ior divisions performed excellently, some even 
placing in the top 10 in the country. 

The Junior Team earned handsomely with 
Elaine Fernandez of Francisco Sablan Middle 
School and Jonathan Wolf of Dandan Middle 
School both making it to the finals and placing 

number five in the nation in their categories, 
Story Telling and Humorous Interpretation, re-
spectively. Vladimir Palma of Hopwood Middle 
School placed in the semi-finals, finishing top 
eight in the nation. 

Placing in the quarter finals for the Junior 
Team were Jonathan and Lars Wolf, who fin-
ished top 24 in the nation, with Jonathan also 
placing top 24 in Poetry Reading. Vladimir 
Palma placed top 30 in the nation in Prose 
Reading. 

The rest of Junior Team members per-
formed excellently and included Patreisha 
Concillado and Elaine Fernandez from 
Fransisco Sablan Middle School; Dane 
Hodges and Cevina Huang from Saipan Inter-
national School; Juliet Innocencio, Oceana 
and Issa Teigita from Dandan Middle School; 
Vivien Liu and Edgardo Palma from Hopwood 
Middle School; Jill Mallari from Mount Carmel 
School and Christian Pamintuan from Green 
Meadow School. 

On the Senior Team, Kate Ishida of Mari-
anas High School placed in the semi-finals, 
earning number 12 in the nation in Poetry 
Reading. She also placed in the quarter finals 
in Prose Reading, finishing in the top seven 
percent in the nation. Elizabeth Rose Jones of 
Kagman High School placed in the quarter 
finals and earned number 15 in the nation in 
Expository Speech. 

Senior Team members who placed highly 
include Shea Hartig of Saipan International 
School who places in the top 17 percent in the 
nation for Impromptu Speech and top 38% 
percent in Poetry Reading. Su Min (Melody) 
Woo of Grace Christian Academy finished in 
the top 36 percent for Prose Reading. Nina 
Validismo of Kagman High School, Jeremiah 
Fernandez of Saipan Southern High School 
and Elijah Joshua Pajarillaga from Grace 
Christian Academy all placed in the top 40% 
in the nation in their respective categories: 
Story Telling for the two former and Im-
promptu Speech for the later. 

The rest of the Senior Team members per-
formed superbly and included Neamiah 
Fernandez from Saipan Southern High School; 
Jeff Melchor from Mount Carmel School; Es-
ther Park, Kelvin Wolf, Joseph Zhang and 
Emma Timmons from Marianas High School; 
and Lanz Jabez Victoria from Grace Christian 
Academy. 

These young orators were able to compete 
at such a high level with the guidance of all 
their coaches. The Junior Team was coached 
by Criselda Aldan from Mount Carmel School, 
Cary Bertoncini from Saipan International 
School, Lorelisa Espiritu from Great Meadow 
School, Maria Mettao from Francisco Sablan 
Middle School, Victoria Nishida from Hopwood 
Middle School, and Kristine Wolf from Dandan 
Middle School. Junior team coordinator and 
CNMI Representative to NSDA was Harold 
Easton. 

The coaches for the Senior Team were 
Frank Borja from Saipan Southern High 
School, Grace Duran from Grace Christian 
Academy, Joy Jones from Kagman High 
School and Dencio Manglona from Marianas 
High School. 

In addition to their performances in competi-
tion, the team was also able meet fellow ora-
tors from the continental United States, at last 
connecting with a network of fellow students 
passionate about speech and debate. The 
team also made contact with colleges and uni-
versities that especially recruit speech and de-

bate students. Overall, it was a thoroughly en-
riching experience. 

Please join me in congratulating the Mari-
anas Team for their exceptional performances 
at the 2018 National Speech and Debate As-
sociation National Tournament. 
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RECOGNIZING THE WHITAKER 
FOUNDATION 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 17, 2018 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Whitaker Foundation and its piv-
otal role in developing the Biomedical Engi-
neering Society (BMES), which is now in its 
50th year. 

The Whitaker Foundation was founded in 
1975 by Uncas A. Whitaker and other resi-
dents of Arlington, VA. Since its inception, the 
Whitaker Foundation has nurtured educational 
opportunities at universities across the United 
States through grants, faculty recruitment, and 
new educational programs, including no fewer 
than 30 biomedical engineering programs. 
These programs have increased the size and 
diversity of our engineering workforce by at-
tracting the broadest representation of stu-
dents to the pursuit of biomedical engineering. 

BMES began in Atlantic City, NJ with a 
gathering of 83 founding scientists and engi-
neers eager to make an impact upon medical 
care and human health. Since then, BMES 
has nurtured new disciplines within engineer-
ing, biomedical engineering, and bio-
engineering, which have led to new industries, 
career opportunities, and educational pro-
grams across the globe. 

We honor the Whitaker Foundation today for 
its investment in BMES as we also celebrate 
BMES’s 50th anniversary. In promoting BMES, 
the Whitaker Foundation created a permanent 
home for the educational and career develop-
ment of biomedical engineers nationwide and 
promoted the development of biomedical engi-
neering as the distinct discipline it is today. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF DELIMA ‘‘DEL’’ 
GENARD 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 17, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Delima ‘‘Del’’ Genard, a resident 
of Acushnet, Massachusetts, who turns 100 
years young on August 18th. 

Del was born in Thetford Mines, Quebec, 
Canada in 1918 to parents Cesaire and Rose 
Anna Darcy. She was one of six children, with 
four brothers and one sister. Her family moved 
to the United States when she was an infant. 
During the Great Depression, Del left school in 
the 6th grade and began working to help sup-
port her family. 

In 1939, Del became a United States Cit-
izen, and two years later she married Alcide 
Genard on November 20, 1941. She was a 
devoted and loving stay-at-home mother to 
their three children: Priscilla, Robert, and Flor-
ence. During World War II, Del took care of 
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