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Mrs. Mengoni devoted her life to her 

husband and raising their three chil-
dren. She was deeply involved with the 
4–H Club and even started the 4–H Club 
location in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
where she lived for a number of years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mengoni, their children, 
and other family members will be in 
my thoughts and prayers. 

f 

b 1800 

PUSH BACK ON CLEARANCES 
BEING REVOKED 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, last 
month, President Trump stripped 
former CIA Director John Brennan of 
his security clearance. That was not 
done because Director Brennan posed a 
threat to national security. No, it was 
done to silence a political opponent. 

Mr. Speaker, all Americans agree 
that the President should not be able 
to order the IRS to initiate an audit 
against a rival, and we should all be 
able to agree that he may not use his 
authority to revoke a security clear-
ance. Yet the President has announced 
that he intends to invalidate the clear-
ances of other current and former offi-
cials who disagree with his policies. 

That is why I introduced H.R. 6680 
with my colleagues, Mr. LIEU and 
Ranking Member SCHIFF of the Intel-
ligence Committee, that will prevent 
the administration from revoking secu-
rity clearances for political reasons. 
My bill would give agency officials the 
basis to push back on White House de-
mands that more clearances be revoked 
outside of judicial processes and proto-
cols. 

Mr. Speaker, granting, denying, or 
revoking security clearances for polit-
ical retribution or the stifling of polit-
ical dissent is un-American, and it 
should never be tolerated or allowed. I 
urge my colleagues to support this im-
portant legislation. 

f 

HONORING THE FIREFIGHTERS OF 
CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, as we 
return this week to Washington after 
our district work period this last 
month, I rise today to recognize and 
honor the many firefighters around 
California, particularly in my own dis-
trict, who have been fighting so hard to 
extinguish these devastating wildfires 
of hundreds of thousands of acres. 

The Carr fire quickly became one of 
the most devastating fires in northern 
California history, and, unfortunately, 
claimed the lives of three firefighters 
in the process. I am very grateful for 
their sacrifice and their unwavering ef-
forts in the face of what had to seem 

nearly impossible odds. After all, when 
California’s poor forest management 
practices turn our public lands into 
tinderboxes, containing a wildfire be-
comes extremely difficult. 

I spent a lot of time in Redding last 
month, and I saw firsthand the chal-
lenges they faced and the great work 
being done to protect the citizens, the 
communities, and each other. 

Local firefighters, CalFire, the Hot-
shots, Forest Service, smoke jumpers, 
all of them were ready to go and were 
working, participating, putting their 
lives on the line. We owe all these men 
and women a great deal of gratitude. 

We can debate what may cause these 
catastrophic fires, the fuel load in our 
forests, and lack of management, but 
there is no question who put these fires 
out. We are very grateful to them. 

f 

KAVANAUGH HEARING PROCEEDS 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Kavanaugh hearing proceeds, the 
House gets no say on Supreme Court 
nominees, but our constituents have 
much to lose if Judge Kavanaugh is 
confirmed. 

As chair of the Congressional Black 
Caucus’ Judicial Nominations Task 
Force, I have studied Judge 
Kavanaugh’s record closely. African 
Americans have the most to lose be-
cause they, more than other Ameri-
cans, have advanced their rights 
through the court. 

However, most Americans have much 
to lose, too, as Kavanaugh’s record on 
the Affordable Care Act, criminal jus-
tice, and reproductive rights shows. 
Let the House also note, Kavanaugh’s 
vision of executive power would en-
hance the authority of the executive at 
the expense of the other branches of 
government, including Congress, and, 
therefore, would pose a special danger 
to the Constitution’s careful balance of 
power. 

Brett Kavanaugh does not belong on 
the Supreme Court. 

f 

DAIRY FARMERS FACING A CRISIS 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, our dairy 
farmers are facing a crisis. Family 
farms have shaped our upstate commu-
nities, built our local economies, and 
put food on our tables, but the great 
tradition of family farming is in jeop-
ardy. 

Our farmers need help. Unfair trade 
agreements; rising regulatory costs; 
high taxes, especially in New York, 
which has some of the highest prop-
erty, sales, and income taxes in the Na-
tion; and distortions in the labor mar-
ket have pushed our farmers to the 
brink of bankruptcy. Sadly, many have 

chosen to close in New York alto-
gether, the third largest dairy-pro-
ducing State in the Nation. 

I am grateful that the Trump admin-
istration is hearing our desperate call. 
In a recent visit to Trinity Valley 
Farm and Brabant Farm in New York’s 
22nd District, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue 
heard our farmers’ pleas for help. 

He visited our district, the first time 
a sitting Secretary of Agriculture has 
visited our district in over 20 years. He 
provided insight and took our concerns 
back to Washington. 

It is time to turn the tide and end 
this crisis. Preserving the great tradi-
tion of farming is vital to preserving 
our heritage, our families, and our 
economy. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING CRUCIAL ISSUES 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1 
minute is really not enough time, but I 
really wanted to highlight, as quickly 
as I can, some crucial issues that we 
have experienced over the work recess. 

First of all, I condemn the actions of 
Saudi Arabia as it relates to the bomb-
ing of the two or at least one bus of 
children. I believe the United States 
should address this question imme-
diately, for children are our most pre-
cious resource. 

I am concerned that now 497 children 
still remain without their families at 
the border, that 300 of those parents 
have been deported, and most of the 
children are under 5. This is inhumane, 
cruel. And it is, of course, the most 
tragic act that this Federal Govern-
ment could have done. I ask the Trump 
administration immediately to re-
spond. 

Listening to the hearings of Justice 
Kavanaugh, let me indicate that there 
is no comment on the character of the 
man, but there is a comment on the ap-
pointment. And that appointment in-
volves an individual, the President of 
the United States, who is under inves-
tigation, and, also, the papers that are 
needed have not been provided. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, let me indicate 
that I note that the State Department 
and the Defense Department decided to 
cut the funding for Pakistan. Pakistan 
is a nation that we should attempt to 
continue negotiations and diplomacy, 
and we should recognize that those 
military dollars are important for the 
fight against terrorism. These things 
should be taken up on behalf of the 
American people. 

f 

TIME TO REAUTHORIZE FVPSA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to join my colleagues on the 
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floor here to reflect on a piece of legis-
lation. It is a righteous piece of legisla-
tion that is time to be reauthorized 
that has served so many. I really rise 
today to talk about an issue that af-
fects 1 in 4 women and approximately 
15.5 million children every year—do-
mestic violence. 

Domestic violence has been cast into 
the background throughout most of 
our history, remaining a hidden prob-
lem, one that wasn’t talked about, and 
one, certainly, that wasn’t properly ad-
dressed. 

Survivors of domestic violence have 
often tolerated physical, mental, and 
emotional abuse in silence, out of fear 
their spouses or partners would retali-
ate. 

Former battered women, civic orga-
nizations, and professionals began to 
open shelters in the 1970s to provide 
services to abused women and their 
children. After seeing the great results 
from these efforts, Congress led a series 
of hearings in the early 1980s to under-
stand the scope of this violence and ex-
plore possible responses. 

This led Congress to pass legislation 
that touched on all facets of domestic 
abuse. As part of the Child Abuse 
Amendments of 1984, the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Act, or 
FVPSA, was enacted to support life-
saving services, including emergency 
shelters, crisis hotlines, counseling, 
and programs for underserved commu-
nities throughout the United States, 
including the United States territories. 

This critical legislation has been au-
thorized seven times since its enact-
ment, most recently in 2010 for 5 years, 
through fiscal year 2015. That is why I, 
along with 102 of my colleagues, intro-
duced H.R. 6014, which reauthorizes the 
Family Violence Prevention and Serv-
ices Act an additional 5 years through 
fiscal year 2023. 

Congress sets aside funding for three 
purposes under FVPSA, and I am going 
to look at these a little more in depth. 
But first, I want to take the oppor-
tunity to say I am pleased that I am 
joined by a couple of my colleagues 
this evening. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE), 
my colleague who has been an original 
cosponsor of this reauthorization legis-
lation 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. THOMPSON, and, indeed, it is my 
pleasure to join him in cosponsoring 
the reauthorization of the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Act of 
2018. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so very, very 
pleased that this is a piece of bipar-
tisan legislation introduced by GLENN 
THOMPSON, ELISE STEFANIK, and LISA 
BLUNT ROCHESTER. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, we have 
found the need to stick together in a 
bipartisan manner because violence 
against women and children, unfortu-
nately, is not a partisan issue. It is not 
an issue that is relegated to one race of 
people and to one economic class. It is 

pervasive, and it is a detriment to our 
entire American community. 

But fortunately, Mr. Speaker, since 
1984, Congress has passed the Family 
Violence Prevention and Services Act 
as the primary Federal funding source 
to support emergency shelters and re-
lated assistance for victims of domes-
tic violence and their families. We have 
updated it based on best practices that 
we have seen, and the monies are avail-
able to community-driven solutions 
and a network of programs and services 
dedicated to responding to domestic vi-
olence across the country. 

This reauthorization would follow 
current authorization levels for fiscal 
years 2019 through 2023. FVPSA, is, of 
course, at the heart of the Nation’s re-
sponse to domestic violence, ensuring, 
Mr. Speaker, that these shelters and 
programs are able to keep their lights 
on and their doors open to serve more 
than 1.3 million victims of domestic vi-
olence and their children every year. 

Again, it serves nearly 1,600 commu-
nity-based programs through State-for-
mula grants. 

Not only do they serve shelters, the 
hotline, and crisis intervention, but 
they also provide legal assistance and 
police services as well. It is a 
multistate strategy, and we are very 
proud of its effectiveness. 

In fact, the National Institute of Jus-
tice funded a multistate study, and it 
shows conclusively that the Nation’s 
domestic violence programs address 
not only the most urgent safety needs 
of victims to protect themselves and 
their children, but it also asserts that, 
if this funding did not exist, the con-
sequences for the victims would be 
dire, including homelessness; serious 
losses, as in mothers losing custody of 
their children; and continued abuse. 

As Mr. THOMPSON has pointed out, 
the abuse is not simply confined to 
physical abuse, but the emotional 
abuse and economic abuse as well, and 
even, sadly, death of some of these 
women. 

Each year, the National Network to 
End Domestic Violence releases a re-
port called ‘‘Domestic Violence Counts: 
A 24-hour National Census of Domestic 
Violence Services.’’ Sadly, it reports 
that in just 1 day last year, 2017, 72,245 
victims of domestic violence were hap-
pily receiving services. 

But you know what, Mr. Speaker? 
Another 11,441 requests for services 
were left unmet because of the lack of 
funding and resources. 

b 1815 

So we do a pretty good job with this 
program, but there are always, always, 
always a dearth of resources. 

I appreciate Mr. THOMPSON providing 
me with the time, and I have examples, 
if time will allow, for me to just share 
some of the stories, just to give some 
face, Mr. THOMPSON, to some of the 
people who are served by the local shel-
ters, programs, coalition, funding for 
Tribal governments to provide essen-
tial services to survivors. 

In the State of Washington, we have 
Inez, who was 14 years old and the only 
survivor of a fire that killed her entire 
family. She was taken in by relatives, 
only to be raped by her uncle at age 15, 
as so-called ‘‘payment for her care.’’ 

She gave birth to a son, Manuel, who 
was never allowed to call her ‘‘Moth-
er.’’ At 16, she met Tomas, thinking 
this would be an escape for her and 
Manuel. He promised her a life of love 
and security but, in reality, that secu-
rity meant a locked closet where she 
and Manuel were routinely starved and 
sexually assaulted. When her second 
son, Miguel, was born, Inez decided 
that she just had to get a way before 
she and her two sons were further vic-
timized. 

Inez learned of the domestic violence 
hotline from women she had worked 
with in the orchards, and a coworker 
called and helped Inez and her children 
go to a local YWCA shelter. She lived 
there for 2 years to get back on her feet 
while she gained her U visa and rebuilt 
her life. Inez now has her green card 
and a home of her own, and her boys 
are thriving in school and preschool. 

You know, there are many, many sto-
ries that I can go on with. I just want 
to say that the #MeToo movement has 
given all of these survivors a renewed 
hope and courage to come forward to 
tell their stories. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. THOMPSON 
so much for his time, for his steward-
ship over this important legislation, 
and I urge my colleagues to stand with 
these survivors by cosponsoring H.R. 
6014, the FVPSA Reauthorization Act, 
and to push for the passage of this bi-
partisan legislation in this 115th Con-
gress. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Congresswoman MOORE, for sharing 
Inez’s story. It is a story that occurs in 
a frightening way so many times, 
where victims of abuse—but at the 
same time, it is an inspiring story be-
cause it illustrates how these impor-
tant services that we fund through this 
piece of legislation can help save lives, 
saved the lives of this woman and her 
son, to be able to change their lives 
around, you know, really, being caught 
in such a long history of abuse and how 
it makes a difference. 

So I thank the gentlewoman for her 
leadership and for sharing that, the 
story of Inez—much appreciated. 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, if I just 
might add, Mr. THOMPSON, it is because 
of us. I mean, as legislators, we get a 
bum rap sometimes. We don’t know 
Inez necessarily, but it is because of us 
and this funding that there is someone 
on the other end of that telephone who 
can answer the call. It is because of the 
work and this authorization that there 
is a place for Inez to go. 

This did not always exist before 1984. 
And while we can’t end every single act 
of violence, we do deserve the credit for 
creating the space and the opportunity 
for these victims to be able to come 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:48 Sep 06, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05SE7.080 H05SEPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7867 September 5, 2018 
forward and, when they gain the cour-
age, to leave these domestically vio-
lent situations. 

The most dangerous moment for any 
of these women is that point in time 
when they decide to do something 
about their situation, and that is the 
point in which there has just got to be 
a resource there. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Absolutely. So when they make that 
courageous decision, they quickly find 
they are not alone; there is someone 
there reaching out. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for being a part of this Special 
Order this evening. Again, I want to 
thank my colleague and commend her 
for her leadership on this important 
issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to reiterate the 
importance of FVPSA. This legislation 
is at the heart of our Nation’s response 
to domestic violence services. This pro-
gram ensures that local domestic vio-
lence shelters and programs are able to 
keep their lights on and the doors open 
to serve more than 1.3 million victims 
and their children every year. 

FVPSA funds nearly 1,600 commu-
nity-based programs through State for-
mula grants, including 60 programs lo-
cated throughout the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, my home State. These 
programs provide the necessary re-
sources to local communities that help 
educate individuals on healthy rela-
tionships, as well as offer legal assist-
ance, crisis intervention, and coun-
seling. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG), an es-
teemed colleague, a good friend of 
mine. I have the privilege and honor of 
serving with him on the Education and 
the Workforce Committee. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative THOMPSON for this Spe-
cial Order but, even more importantly, 
for sponsoring this legislation and giv-
ing many of us the opportunity to join 
with him because, indeed, this is not 
simply a piece of legislation that 
changes lives and saves lives, as it 
does, but it also changes history—the 
history of individuals, the history of 
families we trust, and the history of 
communities and this country—by 
doing the right thing. 

This Special Order on the importance 
of the Family Violence Prevention and 
Services Act takes this from just sim-
ple legislation and the effort that goes 
there and puts human faces on it, and 
so I thank the gentleman for that. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this 
vital legislation that, for over 30 years, 
has been protecting and seeking justice 
for victims of domestic violence, espe-
cially women and children, though also 
for men and parents who are caught in 
a trap that, sadly, too often takes 
place within a so-called family situa-
tion. 

FVPSA was the first Federal law to 
address domestic violence; and since 
the law was enacted in 1984, it has con-
tinued to focus on providing shelter 

and services for survivors and children 
exposed to domestic violence. 

Every year, the National Network to 
End Domestic Violence conducts its 
annual census, which provides a snap-
shot of domestic violence services pro-
vided nationwide during a 24-hour pe-
riod. Last year, the survey found that, 
in Michigan, my home State, on just 1 
day, 2,359 Michigan residents were 
given shelter or provided services 
through a domestic violence program. 
These are lives. 2,359 lives were touched 
with this program. This included over 
1,600 victims finding refuge at a shelter 
or temporary housing arrangement, 
and over 400 calls to the Michigan Do-
mestic Violence Hotline. 

I have had the opportunity to visit 
the SIREN/Eaton Shelter, which pro-
vides indispensable services to the 
community surrounding Charlotte, 
Michigan. The mission of SIREN/Eaton 
Shelter is to promote the elimination 
of domestic violence and homelessness 
by providing temporary housing, sup-
port, advocacy, education, counseling, 
and information to victims and the 
community. 

Whenever a victim reaches out for 
help, it is vitally important that they 
have access to safe refuge, the support 
services they need to protect them-
selves and their family, and hold their 
abusers accountable. 

Congress plays an important role in 
protecting victims of domestic violence 
as well as children who are the victims 
of abuse. This important legislation 
helps keep the lights on at domestic vi-
olence shelters across the country so 
they can continue their efforts to 
break the cycle of abuse for genera-
tions to come and, ultimately, change 
history. 

Mr. Speaker, a thank-you again to 
Representative THOMPSON for spon-
soring this bill and giving us the oppor-
tunity to join with him, and also for 
holding this Special Order tonight to 
put faces, connect faces and lives to 
legislation that can make a difference. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) for his 
leadership on issues related to Edu-
cation and the Workforce, serving that 
committee, as you do, and I am proud 
to serve there with you, but also for 
having that heart for individuals who 
are facing abuse and those victims that 
we know are out there who are strug-
gling as a result of the various types of 
abuses that occur. I know the gen-
tleman has a heart of service, of trying 
to provide this, so I am certainly proud 
to work with him on this important re-
authorization of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, as a part of this, of the 
Family Violence Prevention and Serv-
ices Act, Congress sets aside funding 
for three purposes under FVPSA. This 
includes a national domestic hotline 
which receives calls for assistance re-
lated to domestic abuse, incredibly im-
portant, being able to, 24/7, reach out 
for help when finding themselves in 
these tragic circumstances. 

Another area, another purpose is di-
rect services like housing, counseling, 
legal advocacy, and referrals through 
State grants for victims of domestic 
abuse and their children and efforts to 
prevent domestic violence through a 
program known as Domestic Violence 
Prevention Enhancement and Leader-
ship Through Allies. 

Now, I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to highlight one of these pro-
grams, The National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline, more commonly referred 
to as The Hotline. 

Beginning in 1996, this 24-hour, 7-day- 
a-week service provides free and con-
fidential support for individuals who 
call for assistance related to domestic 
violence issues. The Hotline also pro-
vides referrals and connects individuals 
to the most comprehensive resource 
base in the country, with over 4,800 
service providers in the United States, 
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
and Guam, all possible through the 
continuous support of FVPSA funding. 

The Hotline is the only 24/7 center in 
the Nation that has access to service 
providers and shelters across the 
United States, including our terri-
tories. This service also helps with 
safety planning and support related to 
questions related to healthy relation-
ships. 

Not only does The Hotline answer 
calls from victims, but it also provides 
services and support to helpers, who 
are individuals who contact The Hot-
line on behalf of a person who is now or 
has previously been the victim of 
abuse, in addition to abusive partners, 
service providers, and law enforcement 
officials. 

One project The Hotline has intro-
duced is the Love Is Respect program. 
The purpose of this program is to en-
gage, educate, and empower young peo-
ple to prevent and end abusive rela-
tionships. This online resource helps 
millions of teens and 20-somethings 
learn about healthy relationships and 
dating violence. Providing hotline 
services to youth is also authorized as 
a part of FVPSA, another critical need 
covered by this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, in 2017, The Hotline and 
Love Is Respect answered over 300,000 
calls for help, 300,000 calls, texts, and 
chats from survivors of domestic abuse 
on a range of issues, including physical 
abuse, emotional and verbal abuse, eco-
nomic and financial abuse, digital 
abuse, and sexual abuse. 

b 1830 
The National Domestic Violence Hot-

line also partners with the National In-
digenous Women’s Resource Center’s 
expertise to operate the StrongHearts 
Native Helpline. 

This important program provides cul-
turally appropriate, confidential serv-
ices for Native Americans affected by 
domestic abuse and dating violence. 

Although The Hotline has made sig-
nificant strides over its lifetime offer-
ing support to victims, more than 
98,000 contacts in 2017 went unanswered 
due to a lack of resources and capacity. 
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Mr. Speaker, that is unacceptable. It 

is imperative that we pass this legisla-
tion to continue funding programs like 
these that have a proven record of suc-
cess. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to high-
light one of the organizations that pro-
vides great resources on domestic vio-
lence issues, the National Network to 
End Domestic Violence. 

Each year, this organization releases 
a report entitled ‘‘Domestic Violence 
Counts: A 24-hour National Census of 
Domestic Violence Services.’’ This re-
port revealed that, in just one day, Mr. 
Speaker, one day in 2017, more than 
72,000 victims of domestic violence re-
ceived services. 

In my home State and your home 
State, Mr. Speaker, of Pennsylvania, in 
that State alone, 1,278 victims of do-
mestic violence found refuge in emer-
gency shelters or transitional housing 
provided by local domestic violence 
programs; 1,208 victims of domestic vi-
olence received support through coun-
seling, legal assistance, and children’s 
support programs; 760 hotline calls re-
ceived that day were answered, which 
equals about 32 calls answered per 
hour; and 1,841 individuals, Mr. Speak-
er, attended prevention and education 
training sessions on that day across 
Pennsylvania, gaining critical informa-
tion on domestic violence prevention, 
early intervention, and other related 
services. 

Although this report showed the 
great success of our local community- 
based programs, more than 11,000 re-
quests for services went unmet that 
day because programs lacked the re-
sources and the funding to carry out 
these services. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear these pro-
grams are working for the American 
public. Let us pass this legislation to 
continue supporting victims of domes-
tic violence and providing them with 
all the necessary resources they need 
on their way to recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
my colleagues, Representative MOORE 
and Representative WALBERG, for tak-
ing time out of their busy schedule to 
talk about this important issue with us 
today. And, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to thank the more than 100 Members of 
Congress who have stepped up and 
stepped forward to put their name on 
this legislation as cosponsors of this 
reauthorization bill. It is a strong bi-
partisan bill for a righteous purpose. 

FVPSA was the first Federal law to 
address domestic violence. Since its en-
actment in 1984, it has continued to 
have a primary focus on providing shel-
ter and services for survivors and has 
increasingly provided support to chil-
dren exposed to domestic violence and 
teen dating violence. 

It is my hope this legislation will 
continue to support those who are fac-
ing domestic violence and continue to 
create healthy and safe pathways to re-
covery. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. POE of Texas (at the request of 
Mr. MCCARTHY) for today and Sep-
tember 6 until 3 p.m. on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2553. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to prohibit health plans 
and pharmacy benefit managers from re-
stricting pharmacies from informing individ-
uals regarding the prices for certain drugs 
and biologicals; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce; in addition, to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

S. 3021. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 300 South 
Fourth Street in Minneapolis, Minnesota, as 
the ‘‘Diana E. Murphy United States Court-
house’’; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on September 5, 2018, she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill: 

H.R. 2147. To require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to hire additional Veterans 
Justice Outreach Specialists to provide 
treatment court services to justice-involved 
veterans, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 34 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, September 6, 2018, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES 

The oath of office required by the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the 
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23 
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives, 
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C. 
3331: 

‘‘I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; 
that I take this obligation freely, 

without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter. So help me God.’’ 

has been subscribed to in person and 
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 115th Congress, 
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
25: 

Troy Balderson, 12th District of Ohio. 
f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6123. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing 16 officers to wear the insignia of 
the grade of brigadier general, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); Public Law 104-106, Sec. 
503(a)(1) (as added by Public Law 108-136, Sec. 
509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

6124. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Vice Admiral David 
C. Johnson, United States Navy, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of vice admiral on 
the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as 
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); 
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

6125. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Zinc oxide; Exemption from 
the Requirement of a Tolerance [EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2017-0574; FRL-9978-36] received August 
27, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

6126. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Significant New Use 
Rules on Certain Chemical Substances [EPA- 
HQ-OPPT-2017-0560; FRL-9982-77] (RIN: 2070- 
AB27) received August 27, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

6127. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Significant New Use 
Rules on Certain Chemical Substances [EPA- 
HQ-OPPT-2017-0464; FRL-9982-24] (RIN: 2070- 
AB27) received August 27, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

6128. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Oil and Hazardous 
Substances Pollution Contingency Plan; Na-
tional Priorities List: Partial Deletion of the 
Omaha Lead Superfund Site [EPA-HQ- 
SFUND-2003-0010; FRL-9982-84-Region 7] re-
ceived August 27, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

6129. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Lignosulfonic Acid, Cal-
cium, comp. with 1,6 hexanediamine polymer 
with Guanidine Hydrochloride (1:1); Toler-
ance Exemption [EPA-HQ-OPP-2017-0520; 
FRL-9979-94] received August 27, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
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